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A LET'l'EH FHOM THE DTl'IIC 

The fir c t birthday of the Corps has passed, concluding what 
has been an extremely busy and eventful year for all uni t s . The 
trensition from the Royal New Zealand Army Service Corps to the 
Royal New Zealand Corps of Transport, the reorganizati on of all 
our previ ous self contained units into the Regimental system and 
the accomplishment of the myriad of tasks required of us a s a Corps 
have been accomplished, in the main, successfully. This shows 
that our Corps heritage that from RNZASC has played an impor tant 
part in all our lives. It is indeed pleasing to see that all 
members of the m~ZCT have given of their best to establi sh t he 
Cor ps in todays Army. 

We still have some way to go, however, to achieve the 
professionalism that is desired and is necessary. It is the 
little extra in what we set out to do that is required. Thi s 
applies in all trades and in all appointments. We must all keep 
current and as up to date as possible in this fast changing world, 
taking advantage of changes in technology or procedures, yet a t 
the same time remembering our training which covered many tried 
and true methods which are equally as applicable today as t hey 
were then. .Above all, we all must continue to provide the 
' SERVICE ' expected from our Corps. The better the service we 
pr ovi de to our customers - the remainder of the Army - the more 
likely we will be considered by them to be PROFESSICr~ ALS. 

I have visited all New Zealand units, but unfortunately not 
the rz Transport Squadron, since I was appointed Director. I have 
et mo st, but not all members of the Corps in that time, and, for 

t hos e who I have not met, let me say I hope it is not too long before 
I see you in your unit. 

As a Corps the RNZCT faces a further year of heavy commitments . 
I know you will all do your best. The next 12 · months will see a 
further minor restructuring of the Corps but let me assure you it 
wi ll not le as far reaching as that we experienced one year ago. 
It will be a 'fine tuning ' of the Corps preparing it so that it 
will be better abl e, with your help, to meet our future commitments. 

(R,W. THOMSON) 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Director Transport 
Movement and Catering . 



-": 

1 ST THAH~PC'HT SQU /\Dflet,: 

CC: Maj R. B. Haworth 
2IC: Capt I.B . Wat son 
S~.::T ·I : WOII P . Pomar e 

It has now been three months since the la~t r ewslctt er , 
but none-the-l ess the work haa ma de the t ime cprint by . 

The ~1quadron has be en involved i n sev era l of the /: rmy ' s 
l r- t es t escapades including Annual Camp 80, and Truppe namt IT t o 
nGm e cut a few . 

February once again found the SquaJ ron in it ' s home 
lcco tio11 , Hel wan Cr1 rnp assiDting in Annual Camp. Her e the SquE,dr on 
provided suppo r t for the 1 TFR Eub-uni ts in l ocat ion , i n a harr o·N~ng 
tut none- the-less exciting camp. 

Some may say this was due to the amount of refreshing 
susta i nence being avail able, still others (who shall remain !'lameles s , 
Sir) deny this theory. 

Whilst in camp the Squadron worked with 10 Tpt Sqn and we 
would like to express our gratitude for the help you provided . 

Not all the Camp was spent at Helwan ( some ,..-,ere ) , the 
Squadron also spent five days covering the bas ic driving and depl oy­
ment skills. 

Like any other camp this one had it's ups and do•Nns - do wns 
be ing i n the form of Sgt Dixon and Lcpl Tuhi follo wine t heir pionceri nc 
i.'.:.stincts and forging new roads ,where no man had gone be fo r e , vihi ch wo.';_; 

pro t ably bet t er for all, because at the bottom of t he hi ll the v 0;~ icle 
eventual l y came to a halt to expose two bruised 2nd ba t t ered pioneers 
a:-1d an HI t hat looked like a mini. 

On returnine from Annual Camp ( some a littl e sooner thn r1 
t he worl,;: , as always had onl:}7 just t egun. The Squodron set tle il 
the no rmal maintenance tasks on the v ehi cl e:..; anu equi prient . 

mus t co to the SQ for his patience and uetermination in 
verine al1 t he s t or es . 

'J'he troopu also des erve a mention here , a s they workeu hard 
to bring t he ve}ii clo fi up to t he re quired s tandard, suffering t he 
hard!.;hi ps a:: t he dr iv c1·0 are expect ed t o do . ~\f t er t wo weeks the 
v ehi cles were re ady to pre cede on the next a Jv enture, Truppenamt I I . 

Th e Squadron onc e agai n provi ded a timely and eff i ci ent 
service to the 1 'rJi'H uni t s , and s ome new add i t i on~. Al though t he 
ex ci t ement of T2 was l ena t han tha t of Annuul Camp th~ Squadron 
co ped. wil J - our t hanko once aga in goes to 3 Tpt Reg t for thei r hel 11 
iu the e uise of 13 poo·pl e and \VCI Fell ( the troul,l e shooter). I.e t 
u s not force t t h e a ble bodied 2Lt Vander Pyle ( w) who Wc'! S an a c t int 
'I'p Co f:'Iu. 

0n thi s exe r cise fe wer vehicle s were damaged to s ay no thi ng 
of the drivers. • 

Back from T2 and into the vehicles once al!'ain bu t this 
tim e with a r eprieve of stand down at the finish ofuthe

1
job. 
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Tt has now been a month since the end of T2 and wor k is t a ck 
fo a normo.l levnl a nd the future is lookinc bric;h t . Th er e 2.1·e 
s ev er a l exercise s thi. s year , one to Fij i with the Hegt and t; w 
other back h om e with the i\rncri ca ns (H elwan ) on Cap tive Iiehtninc 
VII , 

And just t u ~,l1ow to t he ne non-believ or n to our cau::,r! v,hc 
li ncer omo ngs t tw , thn t we cnn a ctuall;y curry o,~t the rtu8 l t n f;k s 
of dr i.vc1·s nn ll (~ru nt :J . The Squadro n has t; enerously C1J ns en"co ,1 "; c. 
prov i dP 10 pc0~lu t o assist in the trqining of t he SAS on Ex erc i se 
Va l kyr i e . 

Ths. t J e,di. e s and gentl emen wraps thing 8 up unti l nex t time- . 

Good lucl( for the future . 

The i n ' s c1.1·1d out's of the Squadron have been few and i r..fr e,11.te r.t 
tut these arc they: 

Di schs.r f,;:C S 

I'osted In 

I-os t ed Cut 

'NC·2 I-.1.R. Cooke wef 21 i\pr 80 
Lcpl Y. .G. Lindsay wef 31 f1a:,' SO 

W02 P. Pomare . wef 14 Apr Bo 
2Lt W.G. Fraser wef 10 Mar CO 

Cpl n.E. Marsh wef 5 ~.;ay 80 t o the Sc:-~·:oo . . 
Lcpl IT.A. Honnor wef Tfay 80 to Sjneapo1· e . 

Several memeera of a temperaucP- league approached a 90 year old 

teetotaler for a testimonial doclaring that hie longevity was due 

to a life of abstention from alcohol.The old ge~tleman said he would 

be pleased to sign such a statement and was in the process of making 

his mark,when sounds of a riotous party oame from an adjacent room. 

"My God,what's that ?"gasped one of the visitors. 

"Oh, that's just my dad," tha teetotaler laughed."He'e probably getting 

drunk again." · 

J. 



HQ 6 C(1Pr0~:; TTE SQUf,DflCN m: ZC'r 

0C: Ua j D. Campbell 
SSU : WO ~ P. Tcrcwi 

'l'h e s h ip i s seaworthy, bowever only the peri scope i s 
v is i ble above the 11cluge of corrnni ttments tho. t urc bui J dine up on 
the Squadr on . \'ii t h QGS Ops Study upon uo, Fij i exercises , TV 
trc1 ininc , I-.Taori Dn Reunions etc . on t op of the normal domest i c 
tasks of a Composi te Squadron, personnel are already feeli ng t he 
strc::: in . 

The mos t obvious area of strain at preacnt i s the Transpor 
~r oor . Personnel in 61 Tpt Tp, despite the exc ept ional cornr:~i t tr1e :-,t 
manage s om ehow to maintain and drive 60 odd vehicles with 10 driver s . 
T1eir effor t is splendid, and the already taxed command is hopeful 
t ha : t h e Es t ablishr:ient Review may see the plic;ht of the Troop and 
increase the nwnbers. 

Catering although heavily tasked, are at lea::.t at pres ent , 
02 .. nned at somethinc slightly above crisis level. Again the hi0h 
s-: ar:d.a rds being produced are a reflection 911 the spirit and skills 

f : h e personnel. 

63 log Tp is going through some major upheavals at pres ent 
v:i th a large number of postings and discharges in the wind. V/OI 
I2.nds has be en on a month long TOD j_n Ngaruawahia lookint:: after our 
int erests. 

To all other units in the Corps and in particular the 
Squadron who I know labour under the snine difficulties, 
f or t he remainder of the year from all members of 

m-posj_ te Squodron. 

When a funeral process ion passed a golf course where four men were 

preparin -,: to tee oi.'r for their regular Saturday afternoon game, 

one of them turned to the etreet,iemoied hie cap and held it over his 

heart. 

"Why did you do that ~" asked hie partener. 

"Well,fl replied hie partener. "I thought it was the least I could 

do for my wife." 

4. 
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PNZ C1' m,;·:Jt>LE'T"J.'E rl 

J l TPT TP SUBMI SSI ON 

App0intment s at 6 1 Tpt Tp are as f oll ow s: 

Tp Comd Lt ( W) Bennett 
Tp Sgt Sgt Swan 
Mai nt NCO S;_; t 1': athan 
v.:; .s -, c Cpl Hai1:1dns 
DeF ~at cher/ St ore rn an - Cpl Rangitutia - Lc pl Pa t uwa i - Lc ~l Buchana· 
Ya rd ForeMan Cpl Peni 

lus 

nin e drivers (milita ry) and three civilian drivers, and one 
c -:... 1 chef on a th ::·ee month TOD. 

All t hese people t o drive and maintain 58 CL vehicl~s!!! 
As we all know, however, it's not quite t hat easy. The usual 
c~a nges i n personnel have occurred and they were as fol l ows: 

_ ~s t ings In 

;:t UO_ Bennett to Tp Comd 
Jvr (~ ) Phil l i ns) 
Dv r O' Connor • ) from 5 Term Sqn 

_ Da-t:son 
~ Mc.All ey 
r Ropiha 

from Basic 158 
from 10 Tpt Sqn 
from 1 RNZIR 

PoL;tin.3s Out 

Cpl Williams t o 5 Ter ~.'t S'1n 
Set i'lillis to Regt Tr0 ::i nu 
Dvr ( '!✓) '.'ie bs te r t o l~'rC (and I.,c1 
Dvr Campbell t o 2/1 ~N~I R 

The l as t s ix months have passed by very qul ckl ; , with s0me 
.i "hli Rhts being: 

~e r 0t i on DEEP FREE~E trai nin g began at Harewood f or 
t han , Cpl Ha v1 kin0 , Cpl Peni rrn d Lcpl Putuw::1.i , fl, o:·: _; with t he 

.s:~:: , '//r; II i' i lrn 1'n r owi . 

Of t he 0rl.e tn a l nurnh cr , WOU 'l' c re wi and Sgt De nni s Na t. hn~ 
we re th e on J _y t ':10 t o act ual l :; get Lo McMurdo Sta ti on , An t ;; rctic .? . 

ccaniofis t o re ,e: :, ber on tlli a Lr i p inc1 ude d Lh e re --run of t ':i c 
hi c t or i c flig!Jt to t he ,S o uth Po le made by Rec:r Admiral Byr -. 1 un 

Nov ?9, an d th e Air Ni DC 10 disaster on Mt Erebus , l n which 
?57 y:E; OJ,l e lo s t t hei r llve.s . 

5. 
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At the ot h or end , over t he Ch r :Lstr:ic:rn bre ak , Cpl f'e 11i , 
Le , 1 Pat uwai und Dv r Bown wer e i nv ol vec1 Ln Ex ere i. ::; e " !1ebt rn 'P o 
Sender" 'l'b ey as s iGtd j_n del i ver l. ng l de n t i. f .:_G(l bodies fr om the 
Mt Ere bus air di.s~s ter l o as f o. r a way as Ta ,.1 r11c:tranui. and C,3. lJe i,eln r':::, . 

.J a.n U.3 r.L.198O 

The Ch r i s t mas re sol ut i ons s t a rt ed t o corne true for .som e 
pe·01 le , ,·:hen orca nice rl dall y P'r was i nt r oduc ed . Rcsu l tr, h;,i v 0 
shown thot th e fi t ness l ev e l o f all member s has i ncrea sed 
c 0nsi •Jc r 2- bl y . 

Feb r ua:~y 

Exer ci s e TRUPPBNA','PT II took 50% of the Troo p , and a 
nuTber of CL ve hicl es off to Linton. The personnel re t ~r ned in 
gc~d or der - no t so some of the vehicles •.. 

March 

The second 1 Tpt Regt Happy Hour(s) took place, hosted by 
Tp , 1 Tpt Sqn. 6 Comp Sqn had set a high standard durinG the 

f j_ r s t H;:;ippy Hour, in December, a.nd 1 Tpt Sqn carried this on . A 
~t en joya ble ni ght was ha d by all. We now await ~i t h i nte r es t 

5 Te r ~ Sqn 's s ~ect&c~lar - the RNZCT Ball on 10 May. 

Sf orts featured prominently - in 61 Tp, anyway. Dvr Luka 
won f i r st place in the inter unit Shot Put, by a long way, and 
t h en r e : ea Led his good performance to just miss out oti f irs t pl a c e 

n the inter Services competition held at Papakura on 26t h March . 
And ta GO one better still, he became the proud fat tier of a baby boy 
on tne 1st Af ril. 

An outsta.n -: l ing tee.m, selected from members o f 6 1 Tp 
wj y th ey were outstanding) competed in the Aucld a nd Ro :md 

Ru n . They were Lt(w) Bennett, S~; t Swa n, Sg t Nathi": n , C~.l Per.i 
Lc i.l Bu c h.a na n (and Mrs Buchanan) and Mr Pee rce, a c i. viH:rn driv er. 
All c o0 ~lst ~d t he r ~n in record time, with f1r Pea r ce t oppin~ of f 
t:1 ', rni lj_ t E ry 1Je r sonn el. As E-Lschi ed SRid "If J O \l can ' t beat hi m, 
join him . " 

Not a.1 1 is work , t hou gh, Dvrs Kara a nd Dcl.\rn on h,_:_ v e b ) th 
J. e f t th~ (1e r)l e t ed r anks o f Ri ngl e .n rnks , t o en j oy ma. r :L ~al bli s s. 

For The Fu ~, ur e 

Oncr)::. i.n ·; ev ent s i nclude Cor ps Da y Cel ebr c: t i ,),~.s , th e 
In t e r Squc: dr on e1 ·e.: rc ts e t o be held some t.L t11 e t '.1 i s .:·car , the Re 3i men t 
Tra i ni nc; Pe r iod , inc l Hli ng a Fi ji exorc i s e , t o be h e l d in J une , E.rnd 
who kno ns wh8 t e l s e . 

6. 



)2 CJ\1'K:IlTG TH00P 

Troo p Commander: V/CI H. Hac cl c 
Troop :>crr;ean t : S □ R: t G. Harman 

Well , an pc1· normul 62 Cat eri ng '.f' roop h8~l bN n thr2Phc 11 
around on func Lio tiu , exerc Ls eo a nd meals at ,J rno ment n notice e_r_d 
a lJ the other 11 or ua l dai l y a ctiv i tie s , bu t cv f: ryonc t ovncc :· 'oac'.: 
up here in sunny Aucl;J£Jnc1 . ha n 

'.'/e ha d a 1 i t t le excursion not l one back a s a fo w wil l 
r ec 31J . Beine; nll brave fisherme n we decided on an outinr; . C·n 
t h e w2;r was a Bmall detour, (N a turally there war.; a put on :he ·.va:r) 
a nd c~,r the t i. me t he tide was up so were the bloo d alcoho1 l e: v 0ls . 
Con~cquently only u fc~ braved the conditions onJ s o8 c wer e eve r 
rewe.rdec1 . Neverlc s D Pike Terewi is still sl:i tin,c:; and sorr.c of us 
are Etill t ryinr to catch one. -

·;-:ell that was a little break away and lets hope t~erc i.-~ 
~ere i n the n ea r future. 

But it's nose to the grindstone again o..>1d don't lo o~: up 
UJ:t :. l it stops turnine and with a bit of luck a succe f;sful CCS 
e:x2:-c i se and a rip roaring Corp Day will be in t he r ccoll e c tio r. 
St:i[E S . 

rir,::•im PEC'f!ICTIC'i'JS 

Driver Morris to Lance Corpora l 

Driver ~hitcombe to Lance Corpora l 

Corp cral Hansen to Sergean t 

'Jriver Pedersen to Lance Corporal 

1l' A! ' I_ •. ~: 

Corpora l Bluey Doles Civi Stroe t 

r nr porul Flop Phillips Dig ~ide ~or l d 

An 6n~li s h l ady, one of tho s e Aelf-appointed morBlists, nccu sed 

a. worl<'m an of bei.n~ a ctrunbird, becnuse: "With my own eyes I saw 

ht s wheelbarrow sto nctin1 outsicJe a. hot el." 

The workman made no direct ctefense.That s ame evening,he merely 

put his whe elbarrow outs ide her door,anrt l eft it ther e all night. 

7. 
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5 'J'.nc :nH ~cu.rnnrn 

Co11tr i lnition : J; y rc7; ca n 

Il' W tl1r: L C're 1-n t i o11 Dee p Ji'rr.c ze '•ou con o intn recr,. ·i 
f1. r n f ew n0nt1rn the uni t i.t. s l ow] y ce t tint '. ·i L ul 7 tc,c;n t ~'1 (ff 

2U'lri . S0 1J. c 0" th t' 11~q ,pe 11j np1 s inc e Uw h !st :~rwslctL.c1· ·::PY": : 

C.0!::i 1) 1 '. f'. r' l1L1 r. l' ll:t': G 

npta i n Ian Gord on reckons h e fe ll i n l ove~ ·ni t1 t 
2ll the ice enJ. :, no•,.,., o f Antarctica and t o P. .'1:: ur' r:' he cl oe:;:1 ' t f , ~·: -
v;~·1-.1J, it 1 oc,1 :..1 lite , he i s n ow 2IC of WT7,CT Sc:h oo1. Goo,1 lt1C' '.: Tc..' , 

t no n Dul Mer r eckona he wasn 't cc t ti nc t oe ~uc~ u ~c o: 
his bout on lake ~& i ouru so he arrived a s Tp Comd 51 AD Tp nnl 
c 2~ ~~~ sa il his boat on the Waitemata Harbour . 

~xercise s 

The unit conducted it's 1980 Annual CEtrnp a t I~aipar·a . 
_,n ~::-icugh t ~e uni t a chieved what it set out t o do t he rou t.:.. nc we.s 
urs C;t s onewhat by t he requirement for pers onnel to as si_~ t o~. 
:'.Jee r Freez e . 

Fourteen r,1 embers of the unit took :po.rt i n n ~HffY i. vn.1 
e:-:E:::·cise on Gt Ih rrier Island over the period 10 - 14 I:2.r Co . =~ 
E...~:j,'Ct:e is lockinc f or an old handsaw whic}.1 the ti r.il, er \•':crkers use(:. 
s c•.:.e yea n ; ago th en we have one. It only needs the inch thi.c~-: 
::..··vs t r er.: o'red , shs r pened and the Waiouru. Warriors coul d cut f .i.1:·c~·:00 ,l 
fl..!.i t e eF.is i.ly . 

:-:=ho rtly t h e unit will be invclved i1: TJ,CZX' s v, i t :". 1 a nd 
48 ~qn ~~ ZAP . ~ore on their success or f a i lure in th e ~ext 
;e·:.:.:1c:t ,; r . 

:'.t il ._ 
,id ycu know t :1..a t printed on t he bot tom of a n Trish 

ttle , ' ('pen ot her enu '. 

A woman' a ca r f a il ed t o s tart one morn i ng and she called the local 

g arag e to com e out and fix it up . 

11That•e ea.sy, 11 aaid the mechanic after a curiousy examinat i on . 

11 You•ve got a flat batt ery." 

"Oh," said the womah. "What shape should it be ?" 

8. 



1 S'l' MOVUrnNT CONTROL UNIT 

OC: Capt T. W. Parsons RNZCT 
DTC: WOI R,W. Painter 

DFO: WOI n.1. Milne 

Genera l 

Industri a l disputes in the Queen City a re now a 
routine oc curonce , a nd the DFO has well mastered how to cope 
with the lulls j_n the workload toot the industrfal disputes 
tend to e enerate. 

Rumour does have it that this yeo.r will he rald t he 
move from t he old and vermin infested building a t Fox Street 
to the new premise in St Georges Pay Road. The oc mcu did 
he3.r this rumour ._ time last year however, so no one is 
holding their breath, and the vermin eradication programme 
continues unaba ted. 

It is now seven months since RNZAF left the PJf7,CT 
to its own devices in the DFO. One investigation bas 
resulted over a procedural difficulty but all in a ll, the 
tmnsi tion has been smooth and very professional. 

It is rather disconcerting the number of approaches 
by civilian firms the staff of the DFO experience. It is 
an i nd ic3.tion of the conditions of service that no one has 
be en lured by the civilian firms to resign service for the 
civilian finns offers. It is also an indication tha t t he 
job knowledee of the DFO personnel is such that it is 
recognised by the civilian industry. 

Promotions 

Dvr T.M. Brown has been promoted to L/Cpl, 
Cpl T. P...aker to Set, both well earned and according to them 
well overdue~ 

Pos t i !!e_B 

Dvr C. P . Murphy bas been posted to 11MCC ex Cadet 
Schools. A very promisine Movement Opero.tor. 

Sgt Fllgecumbe follows WOI Bea le to Singapore in 
June. (Lo ng m'ly the trend continuA). 

Dvr M.J. Wynne has been postecl i n to DJi'O. 

L/Cpl H# 0 'Donnell has l1een hos_ritaHsen from the 
DTr, and Cpl L. Kairou is posted as his repJacernent. 

Set Wa tene is posted to DTC vice Edgecumbe. 

g. 
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Th, .... r r: :i r: 11()LJ "l: C •1 "not 1:r,('n , •r: - ~1 - 'J'; 10,-:r: 1' lnc.' Li::i.r:·"1 
'r"". 0 '\l ,c·1r : ;3 ·ll 1 _:;;l · r1. n ,l f rtc; 1; 1, n ::JVr•1 · . 

'r> 1c1 \! or; j o off to J,ont; Loo'. · ·i n 1. r 0vnr· 0p 1
' 

r0~• 11,-, -f' o " ·" t" 1di\ " c:nr0. r t l 1"-' rc i.rrnc• 'i. /'Y' P ' 1 ·!· i 1 1c p ·r, 1. •: s r 0 

t. o"' ·t · .:~~ \1}' "' tht~. l~'. e! i°L" m~_j i\~·: t :: sk tha:f° ·1 ; ' :: r"~J~ ~r~s.L ,;,., =: ,_ • 

Ac:Uvi t :i.c:J 

'f:' :.is n-F:Jle t t c:!.' closes j us t :~.=:: t :iC :::i.t t :J li ~1 11 
c11,,·,, .,.,, 0,rcr : 0 •i " " to 0 ~ i ,1 rnornentUl'l 1 ; ·r;p 1-nr• 1- ; ,0 I~ p·,c: I 
'~~ c:~~."J'. •• ~--,,_~; ·:'. l·:-:f o_r_,.,to +~ ~ -C~ 1 ' ' 1·1 rre,ov 0 1·• • " l l'l . t' ;,; ~~l.;l_•· t l·. '' ' •-
\ - ~,.i. v J • ..J '- -L - · .;..,,.. ,._. ... .i.CI.J. 0 , -.. , : 1, ... _.. _ _, \ - J J 

::.'. :;--. i tee~ wi \;11. :11 L ,:ed feelings, but hopefv.lly n c1.d:! t i or,.,.-:1 st··.:.":: 
'.:ill l"'O st~lt . i\ftcr the E a nd I te~1 m ::.nd 2-:::. tb :::.. io:1 c L' .r~2 -
over , t ~ie T)P. f cmce trnd.itors are p:i.yinJ 1 !:r.u a visit. 
Fe:-'r~.:J.:_)S '.-( : t ci· -~h-i. t :1. ,Jhift for the JPO into t he n c~-r r,:re~_: :_ :; ']~ . 

'Jha t <:;v or else, 1980 pror:ii:::es to be :;':'1111 of f°L:.:1. . 

'.::o .cul' :::overn ent counterp:.1. rts in SirJ£;a:pcre :-:. n J. C!-iristc>-..1::.·cl! , 
bes t -.:L::l,. es :: nd i~emember, :·ihen thincs iet t.:co.u.r:.:: tic: j us".: Le 
peo.c ,::tul t h in,:_;s see!!l ',.·hen the chanseove::!.~ is con:r,le t ed. 

y 
~ 
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4-TH COMPOSITE SQUADR ON 
OC: Major J .M. GEORGE 
2IC: Capt J .P. MASS ON 
SSM: W02 T.G . WILLI AMS 

The absence of an art i cle from the "Fight i ng Fourth" 
for the Feb edition of t he RNZCT Newsletter is s i mply because 
we f orgot . 

Since our l ast contribution the unit, apart from it s 
da i ly r outine tasks, has participated in a mumber of 
ac tivities . Some of these are: 

Exerc ise TrupEenamt II. About 20 personnel were involved 
1n this exercise and the balance of the unit was effected 
in some way or other. 

w Trainin' Grou) Re~imental Training Period 
J'an"- 3 Feb 80 he unit took the opport unity 

auring t his ortnight to "oush up" on the basic 
military skills. It was of good value and highlighted 
how quickly the basics are forgotten. 

Skill at Arms Competition Although the team went 
wel l 1t f ailed to reach last years standard and only 
finished 7th out of 22 teams. However, this was 
quite a feat considering the teams shooting ability 
was about as good as the Waiouru Climate, bl---y 
·terr i ble. 

¥r Sgn Annual Camp QA Sqn was assisted by the Catering 
·r oop and it proved to be of value in the training of 
the young chefs in field cooking. 

ATG Swimming Carnivals Two swimming carnivals have 
been held this year, the first being mainly novelty 
events the second on a more serious note. In the first 
we managed to win the carnival out of 26 teams and in the 
s econd a rather disappointing 5th. However, we 
disc overed the Corps has a very good swimmer in 
Dvr B.M. Schou who graduated from RF Cadets in 1979. 

Squadron Headquarter s 

SSgt P.J. Wheeler 
SSgt R.K. Gibbons 
Lcpl A.J. Jacobsen 
Lcpl(W) C.E. Gardiner 
Dvr( Vv ) V. Milo 

HQ Ne~ 

Chief Clerk 
SQMS 
Storeman 
Clerk Admin 
Clerk Admin 

The boss is now a proud father of Jason Paul. 
The 2IC is off to join the "Green Machine" in May. 
The Chief Clerk is still Grumpy. 
Lcpl Gardiner is still having problems shedding her 
grey uniform. 
Dvr Milo has gone to Apia. The question is, "will 
she return?" 
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41 Transport Troop 

Postinss Out: 

Lt D.J. Bulmer 
Lcpl P.W. Paranihi 
Lcpl T. Tapara 
Dvr G. J . Burns 
Dvr L. W. Craft 

-2-

Postings In: 

Lt G.J. MacKay 
Dvr P. V. Herman 
Dvr (W) J. Ranapia 
Dvr A. P. Tai 
Dvr R.H. Ti t oko 

Lt "Wings" Bulmer was posted to 5 Tml Sqn and replaced by 
2Lt G.J. MacKay. The unit wish to thank Don for hi s efforts 
over the last c ouple of years and wish him well in hi s dream 
of becoming a chopper pilot. 

The Tpt Tp has been busy over the last few months 
particular ly during the Truppenamt period. However, they 
did find t ime to have a Troop raft race down the Tongariro 
River, the hi ghlight of which was Sgt(W) Waititi cheating by 
spending most of the time in the water using her "lungs" for 
bouyancy . • 

The "Cooper for Singapore" flag that has flown over the 
Tpt Park for t he last 2 years has .been worth it. Sgt Cooper 
goes t o Singapore in May, to the appointment of Tpt Sgt, 
NZ Tpt Sgn. 

42 Catering Troop (HMNZS Primmadonna) 

A dog watch ago this ship was deserted by Capt A.M. 
Wheeler who headed for the Confederate Army and the helm was 
taken over by Capt W.M. Taylor. 

Although a little late we wish Tony well in his new 
appoi ntment with 3 Tpt Sqn and welcome Wayne Taylor on board. 

At 0400 hours on the 3 Nov 79 the "Desert Caterers" 
Round the Mountain Team burst into action. The team manager 
SSgt "Tweet" Bird and Masseur Capt Wayne Taylor very ably 
l ed this 10 man band, providing all the necessities for a 
l ong distance runner . The team did very well finishing 
sec ond to the PrI 's in the 'B' Grade Competition, a result 
all were very prod of . 

The team consisted of : 

SSgt T. Bird 
Capt W.M. Taylor 
Cpl G.A. Halliday 

. Capt J.P . Masson 
Dvr G.L. Wichman 
Dvr D. M.R. Gourlay 
Lcpl P .H. Gamble 
Lcpl K. Uampbell 
Lcpl K. W. Ball 
Cpl I.S. Wright 
Lcpl G.K. Cluni e 
Lcpl K.J. Greenhill 
Lcpl M.G. Ranstead 

12. 

- Manager/Coach 
- Masseur 
- Treasurer 
- Leg One (Ring in) 
- Leg Two 
- Leg Three 
- Leg Four 
- Leg Five 
- Leg Six 
- Leg Seven 
- Leg Eight 
- Leg Nine 
- Leg Ten 



-3-

On 16 Mar 80 the Cat ering team challenged SEME to an 
Around the Houses Relay. Thi s challenge was issued in the 
Sergeants Mess over a beer or t wo and r esulted in a win for 
t he Cat ering Troop in both the "young i es " and "oldies" gr~des. 

Yes , the Troop does work, and l i ke mos t other units 
the Xmas and Truppenamt period proved to be rather busy . 

Postings Out : 

W02 A. G. Stewart 
SSgt R.A. Bird 
SSgt K.J. Lansdown 
Cpl M.H. Ashworth 
Cpl G.T. Challender 
Cpl M.J . Shieb 

44 Movement Control Centre 

Posting Out: 

SSgt W. Smith 
Sgt G. D. Plant 

0 

8~~rtl 
~~[1 

~© 

Work goes on as usual in 44 MCC. 

0 
~ 
~ r:;; \- - \ ,~ :-

Postings Tin : 

Dvr C .W. Bell 
Dvr M. D. Chandler 
Dvr S.J. Eades 
Dvr P.G. Hoare 
Dvr J . B.T. Hughes 
Dvr B.M. Schou 

Posting In: 

Sgt D.T. Cowie 

Al~-----
• .· w111>."T" -r1-1E 1-\E.L.L oo '{ou MEt>.N 

1
CANCEL.LED? . 
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RNICT SCHOOL 

CI - Ma j R. R. OTTAWAY 

2IC - Capt I . J. GORDON 

SSM - W0 1 P. C. SHEPPARD 

he f i rst three months of 1980 seem to have slipped 
rapidly by . Wi th it a drastic change in key staff wi th a new 
CI , a new 2IC and a new SSM and quite a few more. Each wing 
here at the school has settled into the new year with an attitude 
that promises well for the future. 

m Wi ~ 

Since the beginning of the year the MT Wing has so far 
conducted the following courses: 

RNZCT Basic (2) 

" 
" 
II 

Driving Instructor 

Instructor Transport 

Driver Band 2 

The design of training in accordance with "The Systems 
Appr oach" is nearly completed. Only minor changes are now needed 
and these should come from the validation process which should 
gain some impetus this year. 

Catering Wing 

Since January the Catering Wing staff have been extremely 
busy writ ing ob jectives for all catering courses. This 
momentous t ask is now well underway and will be completed by the 
beginnifl8 of the Band Two Cook/Steward course star ting late April. 

Movements Wi n! 

Since the posting of W02 Wan to DTC Wellington last year 
the Movements Wifl8 at the School hasn 't been manned. However, 
courses for movement operators are sti ll be i ng run by W0 2 Wan in 
Welli ngton. 

PostinB_s 

Recent and pending postings are as follows: 

Out 

Capt B. McGregor to Pucapunyal 
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W02 V. Mottram to Civvy Street 
W02 P. Pomare to 1 Tpt Sqn 
W02 R. Clarke to 4 Comp Sqn 
Sgt P. Corse-Scott t o 2 Comp Sqn 
Sgt J. Clarke t o WTD 
Cpl P. Kay t o WTD 
Cpl R. Merritt t o 3 Tpt Regt 
Cpl {W) M. Challender t o 1 year LWOP 

In 

Capt I. Gordon from 5 Tml Sqn 
W01 P. Sheppard from Singapor e 
W02 W. Crow from Sur plus 
W0 2 C. Brewer from 1 Tpt Sqn 
Sgt G. Cook from 9 Comp Sqn 
Sgt G. Child from WTD 

,\ ':\":'~ .. 

~
~v . l ~~~ 

' ~~~l 

• - 1 1/A!*-Fl~ii ~ ;-' 
~'~ o 

~ II umr 
LET HE fXPl..Alt'f AC.f\lrf 111\, WUfali 'I. P\11" MY MM 

ovr a..«c; T\tu -:c fiM ilfAH'"-4.,n<. n 'i\i"wr "T\.(\N. 
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TE RAU AROHA 

The RNZCT School has just r ec ei ved its latest edition 
to t he vehicle fleet although the actual vehicle is older t han 
anyone on the st aff . The Ford truck is the 28th (Maori) 
Battal ion cant een vehicle affec t ionately known as "Te Rau 
Aroha". 

The vehicle has been presented by the 28th (Maori ) 
Battalion Association to the Army Museum and its s torage and 
maintenance has been entrusted to the school. The f oll owi ng 
article which describes its history was written by Mr Ted Nepia, 
Official Historian to 28 (Maori) Battalion. 
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T[ R/\U /\nOH/\ 

When the MRori RnttRlion sai l e rl fr om New Zealand earl 
i n 19~ 0, the Ma ori nno pl e wi s hed to make a spec ial gift to the 
men - something t hAt would be of service to every Maori over se~s. 
It was decided to set up a mo bile ca n tee n, and the task of 
raising the mo ney to buy and eauip the vehi c le wa s given to the 
c hil dren of the Native Sc hool s of NPw 7A~land. This w~s a f ittin ~ 
choice, for most of the men of t he Maori Battalion had t hems e lv es 
been pu pils at theRn sc hool s not very m~ny YA~ rs before. 

£850 was the sum aimed at, and, early in 1941, letters 
were sent to all the Native Schools, and the plan exp la i ned. The 
response was magnificent. In little more than six mon ths n0arl 
£1, 000 had been collected for the Mobile Canteen fund. How th e 
children wor~ed to earn that money! They had concerts, an d 
sales of work, and they themselves made the articles to be s old. 
Th e y grew vegetables in the school gardens and sold them , and 
they emptied their own money-boxes. Every coin, however sma l l, 
helped towards the grand total. 

Then a suitable van was bought and stocked; and in due 
course Te Rau Aroha, as the van was named, was hoisted aboard 
a t roopship bound for the Middle East, and arrived at Maad i Camp 
late in November. Loaded with all manner of foods dear to t he 
heart of the soldier in the desert, it was sent forward to the 
Maori Battalion, then at Bu Amud, near Tobruk. 

On the day the canteen arrived, the Battalion recei ved 
orders to move westward, in pursuit of the enemy. There was not 
time for the traditional Maori welcome they had planned, so 
Padre H.K. Harawira had to postpone the blessing, but most of 
the men waited for a moment to touch the side of the van 
caressingly. Te R8u Aroha brought with it many material gifts, 
but to the heart of the M~ori, thousands of miles from his 
homeland , it brought something more - the love and all good 
wi sh es of every Maori child. 

Mr Charlie Bennet, nick-named "Charlie Y.M." by the 
Maoris, was gi ven charge of thA van, and he endeared hims el ~ to 
t he Battal i on by hi s cheerfulnoRs, kinrlliness, and generosity 
and his determination to supply . the men even in the face of 
danger. 

When the 8RttAlion se t out to wa rrlR Gazala in pursuit o f 
Rommel's for ces in December , 1941 , To Rau Aroha returned to Bas e 
to repleni s h supplie s. How happ y the mon were when they 
returned from the battle zone to their new ca~p area to find th e 
canteen await ing thorn. They came from a long spell in the desert, 
where thAy ha d liv od on the Army r atio n of tinned meat and few 
vegetable s , and now Charlie Y.M. 's tinned fruit, served with 
New Zealand tinned cronm, brought huge smiles of satisfaction. 
The van carried a wide assort mont of goods - razor blades, 
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t oothbrushes , scr 11t r>r l c;n ,1 r, 9, r: ho c o I R to s , cnieet s , fruit and 
books, tinnP rl l ohP r o:i !"'l , 1nu ssfl l s , ;rn d oy9terfl. Th ere wece times 
wh en monPy lJ RS sc,n cr-i , hu t Ch ri rli P t.r us t e rJ thn i=i o 1"'1 ;:i ori soldiers, 
who nev e r f c:1i l •7 .1 l n r P.rn r>mbRr thni r rl r~ b t.~. 

To R AU l\ru li:o lJ" nt 1,rj t- t, l.t \f-1 !fr ttnlion into Syri a in 
Ma r ch, 19 11? . Thr> rout ci .1.n)' t.1,rnugh th e SL1a i Plr1in , whe r e the 
van becc1m1' horrnle!.ls l y bcif)ger l i n t he so ft s and , but the desert­
t raine d Mno r i driver s 11 0d d n v o lor □ d s omo skill in digging out 
heavy trucks. Th en th o coun t ry si de c hange d from sandy wastes 
to gre en pc1 stur es , blo ssoming or c hard s , and hi l ls an d mountains 
t hat r eminded t h8 men of the NmJ Zealann lands c ape . 

The ne~, cr1mp was at Aas al, some thirty mi l es nor th 
Damascus. SnG~ .f 3ll sometimes, and Charlie's mug s of t ea we re 
a lw a ys wGlco 1i1e. Erich night tho canteen, with its i nv i t ing 
wa rmth, good food, and good radio programmes, was a popular 
mee t ing place for the men. 

In June, Rommel, who had brokr.n through the Allied 
defence, was threatening the fertile plains of the Nile. The 

ew Zealand Division was called into action, and Te Rau Aro ha 
joined in the dash back to Egypt. 11 Get out .of here, " t he men 
advised Charlie when he ventured too near the enemy pos i t i ons. 
11 Can't you see the Jerries manoeuvring out there in the deser t? " . 

Once, when Te Rau Aroha was known to be on it s wa y back 
to the Battalion from Base, news came that the enemy had cut t he 
su pp ly lines, and h~d captured several vehicles carrying ma t eria l s 
to the Forces. What of Te Rau Aroha - was it destroyed ? There 
was a gloom over the whole Maori Battalion until their beloved 

an appeared over the edge of the desert. Cheers rose from 
hun dreds of throats an the men surged forward to hear about 

arlie Y.M.'s adventures. 

Then came thn slow wi thdrc1wF1l to the defences of El .Uamein 
it was f ou nd better ;·or a Jee p to do the work o f -: ha van, as it 
w~s less con sri cuou s ~nd more oasily driven in ste ep country. 
from s lit tr ~nc h to Alit trench went the Jeep, dronp ~ng 
c ho co l a tes hare , c hewincJ - gum th Aro, "Mintias far t he r along. "Got 
no money, Charlie ", a t1oi cc:, would call from the de pths of a trench. 
" P a y yo LI no x t r> FI y - rl r1 y . No 1.1 h LI r r y an rl g e t out . You ma k e too 
much du s t" . 

The pr eso ncn of th e cant ee n soame d to put a new spirit 
in the men wh en t ho f i ~hti ng was grimm es t, and so, when possible 
Charlie took th e vRn out to ser ve tho mun in the battle area. 
But when thor e 1..1 ns n 11,ore th an us ua l ch r\ nc e of stray shells of beir 
bogged in loo s e ·s nnd, or of running into enemy mine fields, the 
mon beggod Ch arllo to us A tha Jeep. 

AftAr thA rl ~~fo nt of Rommel nt El Alamein, the Maori 
Battalion join0rl i n tl1u lon rJ rur suit. At HalfAya Pass, near 

18. 



Sollum, thP MAori ro nvo y ,,,Aq !ltr 11 qql inq llp the stFrnp in c line 
with TP RAU Arnhn ln l hrir mld s l, wh en A Rnd [ ap (milit ar 
poli cemAn) who WAR dirP~ling the traffi c noticed the van and 
s t o p p e d i t . 11 Y o u k n o tJ y o u s ho u l d n ' t b e h e r e " , h e s ;:i i d II Y o u ' 11 
hi:ive to pul l out. Only f ig h ti ng vehicles a re all owed throu qh 11

• 

"Ah " , said one of t he men, " but ours i s a fightin g Y. M. C.A." 
and be f or e the noli cemnn had worked ou t wh a t he mean t , the 
convoy had moved on. 

A story is told of the tim e when Te Rau Aro ha , uniq uo 
am ong Y.M . C. A. tru cks , d id become a fightin g vehic le . It wa s 
at El Age ila , nast of Tripoli , wher e Rommel had momen ta ri l 
halted the spear- he ad s of th e Eig hth Army. A portion of 
enem y for ces hAd bee n cut off, and from the ir po sition the 
aoris could Gee th em not far away. With bayonets fix ed, t he 
aoris prepa red to charge. The Maori driver of the van ch a r qe 

too, an d s~e d downhill. Afterward s an English Off ice r sa id t ha 
he co uld hardle believe his eyes when he saw those f ierce me n 
raci ng down hill with a Y M.C.A. VAn in their midst. 

After Tripoli the pursuit led into Tunisia. Fr om the 
desert they cnme to a land of waving wheat, of acr es of culti v0te 

l owers, of groves of oranges and olives. A new engine had now 
been fitt e ~ to the vnn, and the holes received from on emy 

achine-gun fire were rintched up. 

When the Division moved to Italy, Te Rau Aroha was 
s hirip ed from AlexAndrin to R~ri, Anrl then dri ven to th8 M?ori 
Ba tt alion camp near Taranto. There were fine roads here , bu t 
t he re w2 s also mud and slush and greasy tracks, where a sli p 
ea n t endi ng uri in a deep drain or canal, but the v~n uas alwa ys 

t here to help the men to we a th e r the bl eak winter. 

pring found the Battnlion caked with the dus t of 
On one occas ion, se ve r a l AOmm. shells bu~ st over th a 

arnp rn ont behi nd Mount Tro cc hio. Shr ap nel from the 
he ll o passe d through the hood of Te Rau Aroha wounded 

f th e men, And dam age d mRny of the goo ds . At other 
tho convo y WAS s he ll e d , Te RRu Aroh a escaped wit hout 

Th e Mn o r l s d rH: i cl n rl , ho "' o \ I o r , t hat Te RA u Aro ha , now 
vet er,in of m;rn y c.-HllfHiiqn n , ri nrl 1Ji t. h t hn1e woun d s tripes to its 
credit , s hou l rl no lon~n r ho a ll owe rl in t he dAnger zone . They 
took ov er an aban rlon Arl Juen in Cass ino to serve t he forward a r ea~ 
and l Aft th e van, wh en nn ss ibl e , a t t he base . 

from Rom o to floro nco , acr oss th e Appen i no s to the 
I~ d r i ::3 t i c co ;:i B t , t o n i ,n in i , up to F o r l i and F r1 en zn , th e van 
follow e d th e Maori Oattnlion. Tho end of t he war found Te Rnu 
Aroh n in a ~u ai n t l ittl e mountain vi llag e of Northern It a ly. 
Th e It;Jlia n peopl e woulrl of trrn min qlo wit h the Maori soldier~, 
as th e y En t in qroup s ro und th eir cr1 n teen s trumminq guitars and 
singing ~on gs of home. The vill aq e r s lov e d th n Maori music, 
for th e y, too, were a mu s ic - lovinq fo lk. I t was midsummer, nnd 
Te Rau Aroha with its ica~c re am wna more popular than ever. In 
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ninq5 
swe ets nnrl i 
dAn c ing , an 

ld c lu s ter round the van, begging 
.- ,, rc:>r1 rn~ from Lh e ir r·1,,ori f ricrn ds; th e r e would be 

mus i c fro m t.l, C? r;idio. 

8 u t thoug ht s no 1J turn o d l: n h r iii e , an d the Maori Batt a 1 io n 
we r e de t e r mined tt rnt t he i r br!1 J\/ U d v;i n s ho uld go back to 
New Zea l c1 nd wi th th n111 . Tht:1 1~omm andi nq Off icer , Li eutenan t Colone l 
snare , obta i ned per mi ss ion from Ge ne ral Fre ybe r g and the Capta in 

of thP. Domin j on Mo n,nc h, tJh ic h wn s comm iss i oned to ta ke the 
aor i s home , agre ed to pr ovide room fo r th e van also. So wh e 

t he Gat.tnli ori emb arke d a ~ Ta ranto, th oy saw To Rau Ar oh1'1 bei 
lo we red into t he bo we l s or the s hi p. 

Now i ~ i s home, nnrl la s t yea r the can teen vi s i te d most 
of the pr i mar y and secondary Native Schools. To t he childre n, 
Te Rau Aroha rec a lled days and month n of camp a ign ing for f und s 
t o buy the canteen, and to ~eep up P supply of goo ds to 
s upplement thpse provided by the National Patrio tic Fund Boar d . 
To the men of the Maori Battalion, it brought mernuries of gr i mm e r 
c ampa i gn s in Egypt and It aly. • 

To the Maori soldiers, Te Rau Aroha was mor e than a 
c ant ee n. They had ha s tened to its assistance when it was in 
tro ub le on the desert; they had protected it; t hey had s howed 
concern for its safety wh en it was overdue; they had sought it 
out in th e night just to satisfy themselves th at it was stil l 
t her e in t he convoy, It had repres ented for th em everyt hing th e y 
held de~ r at home; and th o inscription on its side, "Press nte d 

o the f"la ori B~ttalion as 1'l Token of Love by the Childr en of t ho 
School s o f New Z ea l n n d , " \.11'3 s a 1 so w r i t t en on the he art s 
l~aor i men. 

On t he placard above the wind s creen of Te Rau Ar oha yo u 
wi l l Bee its campaig n stD r s , th e 1939-45 Star , t he Africa St ar, 
t he I ta ly Sta r, and th e De f ence Meda l . Its t hr ee wound stripe s 
and its se rvice s t r ip 8s e re t here , too. few men can boast of 
s~c h a r ec ord of act i ve ser vice. It is hop od t hat, when i t s 
Nau. Zualan d tou r i s c omp l o t 0d , o permanent hom e that bofi ts an 
old warrior wilJ ~e found f or Te Rau Aroh a . 

E. H. NEP IA 
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_ND :.l'Ht\ NSPORJ.' R[GI MEN'.i: ~'gC'J: 

CO Maj KL Philip 

Adj t Capt(W) PM Ha mill 

RSM W01 ETR Chadwick, MBE 

Since the last Issue of the Corps Newsletter was 
pub l i s hed several minor matters have oc curred which are wort~ 
of note. The first and perhaps not as traumatic as the s ec on 
as Exercise Truppenamt II. This H~ was assured time and t i me 

aga in t hat it was t he figment of someone's over active 
imagination. However when everybody started arriving i+. was 
+hen known t:h3t it was no figment. This fact was later conf ir~ed 
by t he arriva l of SSgt Walter Smith to organised +he re+urn 
move of all personnel. 

Perhaps one or two interesting sidelines about +.he 
Exercise which readily spring to mind, like the Driver who 
arrived to co~mence a driving detail with a Shell Road Alqp 
and a six fi gure Grid Reference and the Ops Sgt who insisted 
on calling the no11 disused Womens Quarters t:he "Old ';'fomens 
Barracks" and perhaps t:he junior cooks with the best biceps 
in Linton after opening all the cans in the cbmpo r3 tion pac~s. 

The second series of minor traumatic happenings 
occurred during the l!lonth of March with most oft.he HQ 
Staff baving a birthday. Perhaps two of the most unusual 
gift s given were a broken road marker post (to t:he female Officer 
of t he RQ with a blue Capri car) guess who and the gift pack of 
Grecian 2000 (given to the good looking Major of t.he HQ •11ith 
t he distinguished look). 

Besides the above acti.vities t.he last three months 
have seen t he normal routine matters involving Transport 
Coordi nation , 'Q' Administration, 'A' Administration and 
Traini~g going on . 

Postings In 

W02 IIaitana 

Postings Out 

W02 Waldron 
Lcpl Smith 

- Discharge 
10 Tpt Sqn 

The shortest joke in the Regimental HQ is not 
W01 Harrison but. 

Q. Why do they ma.ke Irish Jokes so stupid? 

Ans. So +ha t. Staff Officers can unders tand them! 
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10 TII A' ' f J'C'TI'i: SGHJ\ DRC'tl 

LtNTC'H in LITAnY CA:-n) 

re : ~Tajor i:r 

SS'·! : SBJ:tt tT. Mak ea 

Since 10 ~1r ansport Squadron occup:i cd i t n new home in Li.n t o ri 
Ca ·1p uni t l :i fe hrn; be en both hect i c and int erent ·i nr; . Unit r:iorale ha., 
;:cfi '1i tcl;y a1<cl'I an \tpward awi ng wi t h the occup'..l. tion of nur new !!c::1'1-
~1arters which is so conveniently situated next t o our own tr~nspo r ~ 
rark , and the new Li nton f uel i s sue poi nt . I n f ac t Li nt on is unde r -
[C'ir.-t:; a rer.:c1rl'. abl e f3 Ge ] i f t as many on Truppenu nt TI were atlc t o 
witnes~. The new Cfficer ' s :'-fo s s due for cor;:p]e-tion in Dec 80 'Ni ll 
r,rovide 105 T:o[; Troop with another new work envi r oment i-e. a new 
::i t chen and a t lone l ast t he sharing of messinG facilities i n t h e 
c:-'· cc ' s/Cffic ers kitchen will come to an end. 

This year will see the :::iquadron placinc erea t er emphas i.c 
er. TF r ecruitment 2.nd retention and to assh: t us i n t hi s r ol e we 
~clccme t he t wc new TF officer additions to ~he Squadron namely , 
2:.:. Ar t l1'.1r Shaw v;ho is changine; corps from RNZW C to nHZCT and i s 

ur r edclen.t 'I.' roop Commander in Napier with Sg t Frank Vargo (2 
2.dr e ~{CC and Sgt G. Clark ( TF) ex RF Cpl mrzrn.rn who is t he 

transport Sergeant. With this keen staff in Napier we a r e lookine 
fcrv:ard t c a good year with 103 Troop. Cur other additi ons i s 21 t 

eo r c;e I.'!clntyre who recently qualified on the potential leaders ccurs e . 
21 t :.1cintyre i s a ex RF Chief Clerk of 2 Field Squadron RNZE a.'1.d has 
seen the light and joined the real Corps. He is employe d as our ('.:'F' 
J..dministr ation Cfficer. • 

For t he past five months the unit has operat ed with a r at :1er 
staff a s Oper at i on f.1idford denuded both t he Log Troop a.'ld 

f senio r s taff, this coupled with unit committments made 
f ull for t he unit. Today it ic a very different pi cture 

NCC ' s back from Uidford and J,t Dewes on loan f r om 2 Tpt 
iDhmen t a c tinc as the 101 Troop Commander , thus allcwinr 
no n to a.et as the 105 Log Troop Corrunandcr . 

The wife rushed into the l iving room in panic. 

"John,John," she er ed. "The baby' a just evalloved the box of ma~ches." 

The husband looked up from his newspaper and aaidi 

"Here uee· my lighter." 
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!1..'roop Comd 

Tpt Sgt 

Admin Sgt 

101 TR_Q..Q!: 

Lt S. G. Dewes 

Sgt A. W. Papuni 

Sgt R.P. Hauwai 

Post t_12rs In 

Postin;1: s Out 

Sgt Hauwai - ex 105 Tp 

Lcpl Te Anini 2 TFR Trg Wing 

Lt Dewes - ex 2 MCU 

Exer ci s es 

1. The year got off to a good start wit.h Annual Camp 
in Tussock City (Waiouru) 12-26 Jan 80. The camp proved to 
be i nte r esting in m~ny ways and highlighted some of the weak 
and s t rong areas, that will be either rectified or utilized 
during t.he new training year. 

2. Exercise Truppenamt Two was upon us before too long 
and saw the troop being heavily committed. Over 900 transport 
t asks uere co:nplctcd. Many of the TF members of the troop 
who did not attend Annual Camp, elected to attend Exercise 
Truppcna~t T.vo instead. Apart from some units in field 
suddenly moving from where the driver thought they were -
t he exercise proved to be demanding but interesting. 

3. The troop has recently provided support to the 5 WWCT 
Annual Camp in :iaiouru and at the time of nriting - to Exercise 
Lion Walk - supporting the Singaporean contingent. Lcpl Te 
Lnini e~joyed a rapelling lesson with the Singaporea..~ SAS. 
Vlhcn the other Dvrs present were approached if they wished to 
partake - they suddenly decided a AFNZ 5?9 check was in order 
and watched from under the RL. Who's that hanging off the 
Squadron Headquarters!! 

TF Trainins 

4. The first night parade was the best attended for a 
long t i me. We now have a more dedicated TF group after some 
strong i n or out ta lk by the new Squadron Administration Officer 
2Lt G. McIntyre (TF). 

5. The traini ng diroctive has been distributed - and its 
a beauty - we challenge any corps unit to have a be+t.er one (at. 
the time of wri t ing). 

RF Training 

6. A training progr amme is in the progress of· being 
produced. and dospHe being somowh1t short on t.he ground with 
man-povor every effort will be made to adhere to it. · A ~rcat 
deal of emph anJ.rJ will be placed on basic ba t:tle skills and 
scc t 1cm· o.r;+;iviaos in the field. 
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Gen eral ----
7. We are pleased to have Sgt R.P. Hauwai and Sgt 
A. W. Papuni back from .Exercise, Midford and indeed all those 
pers onnel who took part . 

Qfild& 

I ' ve a head like a concertina, I've a tongue like a buttonsti ck , 
I ' ve a mouth like an old potato, and I'm more than a little s i ck, 
But I 've had my fun o' the Corp'ral's Guard; I've made the 

cinders fly, 
And I'm here in the Clink for a thundering drink and blacking the 

Corporal's eye. 

With a second-hand overcoat under my head, 
And a beautiful view of the yard, 
C it's pack-drill for me and a fortnight's C.B. 
For "drunk and resisting the Guard!" 
f,1ad drunk and resisting the Guard -
'S t rewth, but I socked it them hard! 
So it's pack-drill for me and a fortnight's C.B. 
For "drunk and resisting the Guard." 

I started o' canteen porter, I finished o' canteen beer, 
But a dose o' gin that a mate slipped in, it was that t hat 

brought me here. 
' Twas that and extry double Guard that rubbed my nose in the dirt -
But I fell away with the Corp'ral's stock and the best of t he 

Corp'ral's shirt. 

I left my cap in a public-house, my boots in the public r oad, 
And Lord knows where - and I don't care - my belt and my tuni c go ed, 
They ' ll s t op my pay, they'll cut away the stripes I used to wear, 
But I lef t my mark on the Corp'ral's face, and I think he'll 

keep i t ther e! 

My wi f e she cries on the barrack-gate, my kid in the barrack-yard, 
It ai n't t hat I mind t he Ord ' l y r oom - it's that that cuts so hard. 
I'l l take my oath before them both that I will sure abstain, 
But as soon as I'm i n wi th a mate and gin, I know I'll do it again! 
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102 LOGISTIC TROOP 

'l'roop Commander 

Catering Section 
Comm·rnder 

Transport Section 
Commander 

Lt M.C . Shannon 

W01 W. Harrison 

SSgt O. Topia 

After a very lean period characterized by a spat e of 
postings, bot h in and out, most of the es t abl ished post of 
105 Log Tp now have a name attached to them. 

The RF strength of the Catering Section was al mos t 
doubled with the arrival of five• apprentice Cooks and one 
apprentice Steward from RF Cadet School; a very big we lcome 
to: 

Dvr Mence 
Dvr Bennett 
Dvr Hare 

Dvr Dutch 
Dvr Severinsen 
Dvr Nyberg 

Other inward postings to the Catering Section are: 

Sgt Bradley 
Lcpl Milley 
Lcpl Starr 
Dvr (W) Funnell 

ex 9 Comp Sqn 
ex 9 Comp Sqn 
ex 2 Comp Sqn 
ex WTD 

Farewells are said to: 

SSgt Hafes 
SSgt Aldred 
Lcpl Brown -
Cpl (W) Nisbet-

Mark Twain Restaurant (Owner/Operat or) 
Manawatu Youth Centre 
2 Comp Sqn 
2 Comp Sqn 

With t.he kitchen of the Offr/Sgt Mess being closed 
from the middle of December until the end of February for 
renovat ions all catering support for the period was cent.ralized 
i n the JRs Mess, that is apart from the support given t o 1/ 2 
TFR Annual Camp, 5 WWCT Annual Camp, various Unit Exercises 
and Tr uppenamt II. 

For the duration of Exercise Truppenamt II the Catering 
Staff was suppl emented by Cooks from the lengt h of New Zealand -
a real necessi t y aa t he Me as catered for 1500 personnel on a 24 
hour system. In addition to this daily demand they catered for 
several VIP/General luncheons, VI P-Caravan luncheons, Land-owners 
Bar-b-que and managed unheard of things with ration packs. 

We look forward to the Catering personnel being able 
to take part in all Unit exercises and activities (certainly 
they are leading the push with PT). 
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To the Transport Section we welcome: 

SSgt Topia - ex 101 Tp 
Dvr Lambert - ex 101 Tp 
Dvr 'l 'aylor - ex 101 'l'p 
Pte Nepia - ex 2/1 RNZIR 

at the same time we said far ewell t.o : 

Sgt Hauwai 
Dvr McAlley 

Rhodesia - 101 Tp 
6 Comp Sqn 
Civilian life Dvr Robinson -

Cp l Mason 
Dvr Lambert 

VSS, 2 Tpt Regt Wksp 
Manawatu Youth Cent re (now you s ee 
him now you don't) 

With 101 Tp the Tpt Section of 105 Tp have had t heir 
buses running the length of the country. Transporting 
New Zealanders, Australians, Singaporeans and any other comers 
f rom one end of the North Island to the other - with a 
seemingly compulsory wait over at Waiouru • 

With the course season approaching and our net loss 
of one in the postings game we foresee a very tight t ime over 
t he next few months. However with the friendly co-operation 
of 101 Tp members we expect to struggle through. 

. Yi, 
□□DC 

X 11"7 IT 

W461T AGOot) ·· 1De:A "To ·SA.'l~:rr LOOl<6 

41-MO~T . GOOD , ENOUGH . TO EAT!, 
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Introdl!c ti on 

2ND COi.POSITE SWADRO!l, RNZCT 

oc 
2IC 

SSM 

MAJ J.M.M. GUNN 

LT D.T. MRAVIClCH 

W02 O.T. HADDON 

Despi t e the normal New Year blues and a general le t har gy 
towards t hat dreaded word 'work ', 1980 has started off well f or 
the uni t wi th all personnel s t a g~ering back to duty fit and we l l 
afte r the normal .run of Xmas and Ne w Year celebrations . Our 
f i rst major comoittment for the year was , of course , the Transpor t 
and Catering s upport provided f or Exercise Truppenamt II over the 
period 8 Feb - 24 Feb eo. 

Howev er, March has proved to be a parti6ularly busy month 
wi t h b~th trannp ort and catering resourc es f ully tax ed providin~ 
support for vari ous visiting di gnitaries from overseas . And i hilst; 
r egrettabl y , the scenario was very tragi~, our transporters certainl~­
showed thei r true colours when called upon to assis t ~ellington rail 
coULI1ute rs after the recent train accident. 

All heavy taskings considered, well deserved praise mus t surel:­
go t o o~r drivers, "ho, despite very long hours have to da t e 
maintained an accident free · record for 1980. 

Pe ople ·• · 

In Dec 79 the unit gained a new sicond-In-Command, Lt D. T . 
~ravicich, fresh from Government House. As most of his time ha3 
bee~ s p ent reading volumes and manuals, he now admits to d~e a=i~s 
abou t ::.:.1 4' s ju:iping over Vol II' s in bis sleep. A rather i n vid.im.: . .s 
p osi t icn to be in, especially when co~pared with tte lot of our 
i llus trio'.ls Cpl J;:ark Prujean who spent Dec 79 - Mar 80 basking i n 
t he s un an·a s ·sapping the odd beer can with the New Zealand Army 
Truc e 1:oni toring Contingent in Rhodesia. • 

Course s 

The SSM and Sgt Frank.Bahler ran a bus training course fo r 
uni t personn el over the period 28 Jan - 1 Feb 80, . about the s a~e 
t ime that Cpl Derek Nees and Lcpl John Ward ran o. heavy trade cour se 
28 Jan :-' 1 5 Feb 80. .Needless to say plenty of truc k s and bu s es we re 
to be seen .whi zzing a round Fort Dorset parade gro1m.d a l on g with · 
s ome wha~· exaspe ra t ed MOT officials tryint unsuc c ~ss f ully t o find 
some minor reason as to why they should not give a 100% pass rate. 

Functions 

Apa rt f rom the norma l Xmas/New Year f est i v i ti e s a nunber of 
Senior NCO ' s recently attended a c onference/sporting weeke nd at 
Linton ove r t he period 21 - 23 ~ar 80 , 

· 27. 



The sport on Saturday was a golf tournament with two handsome 
trophi es and one booby prize (bottle of bub-~ly ) at stake for 2 
.Tpt Re5 t Seni or NCO's. l,!odestly , t his unit claimed all three 
trophi es with Ssgt Roy Seaman carrying off first prize, io2 
Geor~e liaddon sec ond and io2 Chad Havell the booby prize. One 
other of our contingent t SsQt l:!ike Gi br.ey tore around the 18 hole 
course in ho t pursui t 01 io~ Harry ¼aldron in 2¾ hours so the pair 
of theo could make it to the first ~~c e at Awapuni by 1115 hours. 
They made i t but t he horses are still getting there. Suffice to 
say 2 Tpt Regt are arranging a rematc h in ti:J.e near future so they 
can ill and _win t he t r ophies bac k. 

Conclus i on 

Whilst we consider ours elves far from i nf al l ible, for we, 
too, suf f er our fair share of problems and di ssatisfi ed custo~ers, 
1980 has started well. Despite particularly lo~g hours and 
extremely heavy taskings, co~pounded by the Corp's mutual manpo~e 
and resources shortages, the renev,ed vi tali :y, enthusiaso and 
cheerfulness with which all staff have tackled their duties is 
·hear t ening and augers well for the remainder of 1980. 

Comings 

Goings 

Lt Dave Mravicich from Government House t o HQ. 2 Comp S~­
W02 Denis ·,'ian from \\aiouru to Di'C '1\'.ellington 
Cpl l&s Janett from Linton to 21 :,:cc ~renthara 
Cpl Robyn Nisbet from Linton to Catering •J:rentbara 
Cpl Kara Edwards from Burnham to HQ 2 Comp Sq.z:. 
Dvr Jan Longley from RTD 'i."aiouru to DSTP 
Dvr Phillip Johnson from')(TD Waiouru to Cateri ng Dorse ... 

J,t Sid De1nes from 2 UCU to 10 Tpt Sqn Linton 
Sgt fac Ii:cFarland. from 21 ::cc to Civvy St 
Cpl -Linda I,Iaika from HQ 2 Cou:p .Sqn to Ci vvy St 
Cpl Blossor:i Barrott f:rcm Catering Trentha~ to Civvy St 
Cpl \'Jayne Hansen from Catering Trentham to 6 Co.:.p Sqn 
I.cpl Louise Jones from PTI 2 Co:np to 9 Comp Sqn as d:r-i •. 

Promotions 

' Sgt ~ike Gibney to be TSsgt 
Cpl L1ike Bro';';n to be . TSgt 
lcpl Ian Twist to be TCpl 
Dvr Ros Jary to be TLepl 
Dvr Ca thy .Devenny to be Tlcpl 
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JRD TRANSPORT REGIMENT 

00: Maj J.S. Thorn MVO 

Adjt : Capt JoF• Gantley 

RSM : W01 T. J. Fell 

Introduction 

1. The past s i x months have been particular ly hect ic for the 
premier unit of t he Corps. Support to three annual camps as well 
as Op Deep Freeze, Ex Truppenamt II, Ex Southern Safari and the 
massive assi stance required to support the 2/1 RNZI R Colours 
presentati on have seen all elements of the unit working to capaci 
for extended periods. Throughout this most trying peri od the 
usual high Corps standards were maintained and this was a credi 
to all concerned. 

2. It is hoped that for the next few months 3 Tpt Regt will 
enter into a "consolidati on" period when unit internal procedures 
will be r eviewed, and personnel will attend some course~ play 
some sport and generally prepare for a repeat performance dur ing 
the 1980/81 summer. 

3. It almost goes without saying that the sustained level of 
acti vity that the unit was called upon to offer could not have 
been successfully achieved without assistance from other uni t s. 
Our grateful thanks are extended to all who provided this help -
parti cularly for those activities associated with the 2/1 RNZIR 
act ivities on 7 Mar 80. 

4. All Corps units should be aware that space has been allocated 
t he wall of the CO's office for the Gray Shield as it is 

confidently expected that the trophy will take up residence here 
t his winter. After all, 1 Tpt Regt did decline to play us l ast 
year . 

Headguar t er~ 

Or der l_y 

Chief Clerk: 
Cl erks: 

Transpor t Control Office; 
Transport Operations Officer: 
Assistant Operations Officer: 

Operations Assistant: 

Trainin~: 
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W0 2 Bob Cr ouch 
CPL Glen Possel t (Poss) 
Lopl ( W) Beryl Mulligan 
Lcpl(W) Diane Findlay 

Capt A.M. Wheeler 
W02 W.Je Nicholls 

(at present in Fiji) 
Ssgt B.J. Calder (filling in) 
Lcpl(W) Liz Shaw 

W02 M.J. McGuire 
Sgt G.G. Drabble 
Sgt c.s. Crofts 



Stores : 
Regimental QuarterMaster s Sergeant: Ssgt L.G. King 
Storemen: Lcpl M.P. Lawson 

Dvr N.J. Bassett 
Dvr G.::.:l. Gray 

Catering: 
Regional Cateri ng Officer: Capt J. McIntyre 

As you can see in the Regimental Headquarters we have a good 
selecti on of people to keep the Southern Region working well . 

Our Chief Clerk sets a good example to the rest of us here, 
as he is a long distance runner. Speaking of runn~ng, now whose 
t hat! Oh! it's Chief back from his daily runo How long was 
i t this time? Just the usual 20 miles. Both Chief and Poss 
compete in the local run for fun events. 

It seems that Fiji is the place for overworked people down 
here. Not only is W01 Frank Taylor living on the beach complaini ng 
that it was too hot to work, but also W02 Joe Nicholls who found 
himself so busy in our transport office that he got a special six 
weeks TOD in Fiji too. 

We shall be losing SSgt Barry Calder soon, he is posted to 
2/ 1 RNZIR to organise their Transport Office after the Battalion 
changeovero We in RNZCT keep them moving. 

In July we shall be saying a long farewell to our Chief Clerk 
whose been serving in this region for many years... Those 
of you who have been fortunate to serve in this region will be able 
to remember him well. 

Activities conducted by the Regimental Training Wing include 
the f(?llowing: 

Jan - 7 Feb 80 

3 Mar - 5 Mar 80 

10 Mar - 18 Mar 80 

26 Mar - 27 Mar 80 

25th TFV Specialist Training 
Visit by W02 McGuire/Sgt Crofts to 
the RNZCT School to view the latest 
tactics. (It's understood the 
Swimming Pool and Squash Courts are 
better than Burnham.) 

HT Licence Training for RNZAOC and 
Camp Staff 

Visit Annual Camp at Tekapo. 

Future Training Commitment s 

11 Apr - 13 Apr 80 
May 
27 May - 3 Jul 80 

9 Jun - 11 Jun 80 
17 Jul - 30 Jul 80 

Exercise Lake Stroll 
Lcpl-Opl Corps Training 
26th TFV Specialist Training 
Defensive Driving Course 
Tpt Servicing and Management Course 
All Arms 
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SSgt Lance King has his hands full in the Q store . His efficient 
s taf f s t i ll ne ed his capable guidance even when they are on exercise 
in Tekapo . It is tha t phone call away that can make working in the 
Q s t ore a l ot easier. 

Capt J. McIntyre our RCO seems to be the person to find. 
If he is not at Burnham Camp then he is in King Edward Barracks. 
A person with two offices. 

Transport Ope~ations Centre 

Si nce the corps change over last May t o RNZCT we have changed our 
name from Transport Operat i ons Cent re to "Too Often Cursed" . 

Thi s has come about mainl y by some of the irate phone calls we have 
had by various people . Usually people sitting waiting fo r transpor t 
t hat we didn't even know about. 

Of course, the customer is always right and transport in t he wrong. 
I t doesn't s eem to matter that their unit never requested t hat 
Ma j Bloggs be picked up from Harewood or Cpl Vanderpump from 
Christchurch rail. We are meant to know these things apparantly. 

In the time we have been operating, we have carried out 4600 tasks. 
99 . 9% of the time that they were not carried out correctly ·was .t he 
requesting units fault and not ours. 

3RD TRANSPORT SQUADRON 

"Well 3rd Transport Squadron does it again." 
e believe we had the largest RNZCT .Annual Camp in the country . 
ith a total of 139 personnel at Annual Camp including a total 
f 73 TF. We provided all the support for Exercise Southern 

Safari II once again, however this exercise was a little 
different. It is most likely the first major exercise i n 
New Zeal and that practiced re-supply completely. When 
real f ood , POL and ammunition is involved it is amazing how 
quickly and well everything and everbody works. 

2. The sub-units were combined to make two troops at 
nearly complete strength. This allowed for command to be 
pr acticed rieht down the chain. This practice should be 
l ooked at f or all RNZCT training as it allows for a far better 
training and command structure . 

3. I t has been a ver y busy per iod for all concerned with 
4 0 South Annual Camp , Truppenamt II and our own Annual Camp 
that we are now looking fo r ward to a shor t, most likely very 
shor t res t. The work l oad down here far exceeds the 15 drivers 
that we have to carry out the tasks. With the establishment 
revi ew about to occur we can only hope that this situation 
will improve. There must be sufficient work within each 
Region to warrant the raising of a RF Troop within each region. 

4. Well enough of our problems all is left for me to do 
is to wish you all well for the forthcoming training and hope 
that some of you may reach our standard!! 
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9TH COMPOSITE SQUADRON 

1. An extremely busy per iod for the squadron with 
involvement in all of the major events in the South Island. 
Some of these were: 

Cru1t NMWC Annual Camp 
Fd Sqn Annual Camp 

4 0 South Annual Camp 
Med School Exercise 
Assistance to Truppenamt II 
Assistance to Jalan Ulu 
Southern Safari ( Inc.luding Australians and Ghurkas ) 

2. Needless to say the resources of the sub unit were 
stretched to i ts limits at times. 

3. The most notable event in which we were involved was 
the 2/1 RNZIR Colours Parade held in Christchurch. This was 
a big day i n every sense of the word, some of the tasks 
carried out by us were: 

4. 

a. Transport 700 persons to and from the parade; 

b. Transport and Cater for a large number of VIPs, and; 

c. Transport and Cater for 700 persons at the Ball 
held to mark the occasion at Lincoln College. 

Promo_tion,S_. Notable promotions were: 

Sgt's Parke and Corrigan to SSgt. 
SSgt Corrigans promotion was of particular note as he 

has had a long hard battle to achieve the desired results. 

Lcpl Jeff Carlsen to Cpl 
Cpl B.K. Pearson to Sgt 

5. Postings: 

~ 
Sb,t Roger Stephens to 1 Tpt Regt 
Cpl Paul Bradley to 2 Tpt Regt 
Sgt Ray Cook to RNZCT School 
Lcpl tt Specatt McClelland to 4 Comp Sqn 
Cpl Kara Edwards to 2 Tpt Regt 
Cpl Bruce Fisher to Singapore 
Lcpl Michael Fitzgeral d to Singapor e 
Lcpl Cl aire Gardin~r t o 4 Comp Sqn 

In 
Dvr "Roundy tt Collins from 2 Tpt Regt 
Dvr Kerry Bond from Basic 
Cpl Roger McFie from 2 Tpt Regt 
Cpl Wayne Paul from Russia (with love} 
Dvr GrPham Keys from Cadet Schools 
Dvr Chris Watson from Cadet Schools 
Dvr Peter Scoles from Cadet Schools 
Dvr Alan Pearce from Cadet Schools 
Dvr Gary Porteous from Cadet Schools 
Ssgt Ken Lansdown from 4 Comp Sqn 
Cpl Marty Scheib from 4 Comp Sqn 
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6. The return of Ian Shaw to the fold as a Cpl after 
some 12 months in civvy street is surely proof positive that the 
Army is not too bad after all. 

7. W0 1 Frank Taylor cur rently servi ng i n Fiji must be 
very busy, sorting out t he local problems, as to date no one 
has had a letter from hi m. There is strong rumour going 
around her e tha t hi s TOD may be turned into a two year postinn. 

QUOTE : Stupidity cannot be cured with money, or through 
education, or by legislation. Stupidity is not a sin, 
the victim can't help being stupid. But stupi dity is 
the only universal capital orime; the sentence is death, 
there is no appeal, and execution is carried out 
automatically and without pity. (Policy within 3 Tpt Regt ) 

Definition of an El_QRhant: A mous.e built to Army specifi cation. 

,, 
,-,,ue 5OL01E~ FIRST- COOK .l ll 

IS FINE 8UT 
l: BE.T • NAPOLEON coo~t 
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! DVENTURB TRAI NING COPLAND PASS 

Over the period 28 Jan - 3 Feb 80 this unit conducted an 
adventure training programme over the Copland Pass. A party of 
eight personnel departed from Burnham to Mt Cook Nat ional Park in 
an attempt to cross the Copland Pass. The crossing of the pass 
was to be attempted with the aid of Mt Cook Park Headquarter's 
Guides. 

Party consisted of the followi n 

I /C W02 D.E. Ferguson RNZEME 
Cpl D. Ackroyd RNZCT 
Lcµl~W l R.L. Brookland RNZCT 
Lcpl W D.P. Findlay RNZCT 
Lcpl( W J. Haines RNZCT 
Dvr K. Collins RNZCT 
Dvr I. Depree RNZCT 
Dv-r P.D. Silcock RNZCT 

On the arrival of the party at Mt Cook Park Headquar ~ers 
where their trek was to begin they found that the Hooker Hut, the 
f i rst overnight shelter hut was full. So this brave party set 
up camp at White Horse Hill and for the remainder of the day visited 

asman Glacier. 

The next day on reporting to Mt Cook HQ's they were 
given the all clear. Meaning weather calm and fine and the pass 
i s cl ear (at that time). It was a long hard walk for the party 
t o Hooker Hut but being so determined were rewarded with the welcome 
of Hooker Hut. 

Weather conditions over the nexttwo days prevented them 
crossing over the Copland Pass. At one stage the party were split 
into two and while three walked to Mt Cook Village and back, the 
rest attempted to descend down onto the Hooker Glacier via Moraine 
wall , whilst one consumed ration packs every hour on the hour. 

The party returned to Mt Cook (weather was bad) and then 
drove over to the West Coast where they walked to Welcome Flat Hut. 
On arrival there five of the party dashed for the hot pools while 
three l ess pack/shovel left for Douglas Rock Hut, (approx t hr walk ) . 
From there they returned to Welcome Flats. The mosquitoes and 
sandflys gave their usual welcome to the newcomers. 

The adventure training was carried out under the supervision 
of W02 Don Ferguson who found clammeri ng over the mountainside and 
rocks a great pleasure. Especially when he had the company of 
three female soldiers who kept him thoroughly on the move. Diane 
Findlay was at a loss for a while when she had her glasses blown off 
and lost over a cliff. Robyn Brookland looked a funny sight in 
her shorts and boots. Jenny Haines found the tramping to her 
liking and thoroughly enjoyed herself. 

Dvr Silcock the competent driver was at a loss when he was 
unable to refuel the vehicle for the return to camp. The party had 
to stay for a night in Greymouth. But the next day with the able 
assistance from Greymouth Army Area .and the Police, the vehicle was 
refuelled and all were returned safely to Burnham. 

AN ADVENTURE ENJOYED BY ALL. 
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EXERCISE LAKE STROLL 

1. During the weekend of 11- 13 Apr 80, 3rd Transport 
Resiment participated in a navigation exercise held by 4 0 South 
in the Dunedin area. 

2 . Two teams competed in the exercise. This Exercise 
has been held annually on three previous occasions and it is a 
demanding competition involving mapreading skills, physical 
fitnes s coupled with stamina and teamwork. 

3. Team No. 1 comprising of the following personnel came 
2nd overall. Congratulations to a good team effort: 

Team Leader: 

Members: 

Reserves: 

Ssgt B.J. Calder 

Cpl W. Niha 
Cpl M.J. Degarnham. 
Cpl J.K. Craig 
Dvr K.J. Bond 
Dvr I.R. Depree 
Dvr N.J. Bassett 
Dvr R.G. Cowie 
Dvr G.J. Campbell 

Dvr G.S. Grey 
Dvr G.A. Booth 

·~. -·:. 
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The tiger In ydur tank turns out to be Just a disgruntled tom-cat, testimony to the i 
modern car's efficiency. J 
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NZ TRANSPORT SQ.Yl\DRON RNZCT 

OC MAJOR CE Mc I VER 

2IC CAPTAIN DA ARMSTRONG 

SSM WOII WFG GEDDES 

Introduction 

In our last two contributions to the Newsletter, we confid ­
ently mentioned that WOII PC Sheppard was returning to New 
Zealand, first in August, then in December 1979. Finally, 
a f ter two extensions to his tour, during which time he was 
involved in introducing Defensive Driving to the Singaporeans, 
we bade farewell to WOII Sheppard and his family in February 
1980. However, we have heard on the grapevine that he will 
be returning to Singapore later this year as a guest of the 
Singapore Automobile Association when that august body opens 
its new office buildings. Apparently, Peter earned a 
reputation among the Singaporeans of being Mr Nice Guy. 

Develo2ments 

While on the subject of new office buildings, the Squadron 
moved into brand new accommodation 14 Jan 80. The 4150 sq ft 
complex houses all the unit except for a working office for 
GS Tpt Tp, located in the next hangar. Incorporated in the 
complex is a 900 sq ft briefing room, which will also double 
as a social room on the rare occasions we have time to 
socialize. Apart from being fully air conditioned, and 
carpeted throughout, the building is much the same as every 
other transport squadron office accommodation. 

Activities 

The Squadron has been involved in two exercises since 
returning from Christmas leave. The first, Exercise HIKURANGI 
II, was a unit counter insurgency exercise in which GS Tpt 
Tp played the role of a light infantry platoon searching for 
a group of "insurgents II in the coastal regions of Johore Bah ru. 

Exercise FEATHERED CAP, the first major NZ Force SEA 
exercise for the decade, involved GS Tpt Tp playing the role 

f t he enemy for 1 RNZIR and the Jalan Ulu contingent. At 
some stage this year, we hope to be able to conduct an 
exercise in which GS Tpt Tp can play the role of a transport 
troop , albeit a light troop with limited tasking ability. 

Spor ting Occasions 

New Zealand Day, 6 Feb 80 saw the second launching of 
"Hikurangi", the Squadrons' water ski boat. Equipped with a 
second hand 140 hp Mercury outboard, the "Hikurangi" took 
to the waves after almost a year in dry dock and provided 

/the first of 
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the first of hopefully many days of water skiing for unit 
personnel. The boat, motor and all equipment has been funded 
by donations and fund raising activities within the unit. A 
unit water ski club, captained by Cpl Tom Hall, has been formed 
as an affiliate branch of the Tpt Sqn Social Club. 

Having learned the basics of scuba diving on a unit 
course held last December, a group of GS Tpt Tp personnel 
embarked on a four day diving trip off the coast of Tioman 
Island, east of peninsula Malaysia. Although no sunken 
treasures were found, the group had an enjoyable time 
communing with sub ~uatic nature. 

A team of NZ Tpt Sqn personnel was the first of many 
teams of NZ Force SEA units and groups to complete a run and 
swim to Penang Island off the West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 
in January. The 15 man team, following the example set by 
Major CE Mciver, completed the 1000 miles run and 1 mile swim 
in 17 days. The competition was designed to promote general 
fitness among the Force, with team members required to run 
over set courses around Singapore in their own time. Distances 
covered were plotted on a road map of Malaysia, with individual 
efforts producing a consolidated daily team result. Although 
not designed as a race, the Trundling Truckies set the pace 
throughout the competition. 

Su2.E_ort to SAF 

In early March, several unit personnel, in conjunction 
with Captains SG Stubbs RNZCT and RD McIntyre RNZCT, assisting 
the Singapore Armed Forces (SA) in conducting experimental 
air drops of live ammunition. After initial planning, packing 
and rigging for air drop, we successfully dropped five A21 
containers onto a Drop Zone on Pulau Tekong Island, off the 
east coast of Singapore. The AD crew, led by Sgt Blue Walker 
and consisting of Ssgt Dave Arps, Cpl Chris Mitchell and Dvr 
Jim Biddle experienced no difficulties in despatching the 
loads in five sorties from a SAF Skyvan aircraft. However, 
the DZ Crew of Capt D.A. Armstrong and Sgt Bob Bruce spent 
several hours in the hot sun cursing the inaccuracy of the 
navigator in scattering five packs in five different directions 
about five hundred yards from the marker in five foot high 
scrub and grass. The recovering of the ammunition and AD 
equipment took three times as long as originally planned, and 
a tired, frustrated DZ crew has sworn never to volunteer again 
unless a forklift is available on the DZ. 

Vehicle Develo2ments 

NZ Tpt Sqn is currently involved in carrying out trials 
on disruptive pattern painting of GS vehicles. Only one RL 
Bedford and one .75t Land Rover are involved in the trial, 
but the intention is ·, if the trials are successful, to repaint 
all GS vehicles in disruptive pattern colours. 

On the subject of painting vehicles, we have finally 
received an authority to repaint all our CL vehicles white. 
The Force Commander's car was recently the first of the fleet 
to sport the new look, much to the relief of the driver, Dvr 

/Dennis 
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Dennis Awa, who spent hours trying to maintain a shiny black 
appearance in the past. 

Parting Shots 

No contributioh would be complete without recounting the 
heroic exploits of our SSM, WOII Geddes . On the last night 
of Ex HIKURANGI II, with the entire GS Tpt Tp harboured in 
the exercise control area, our SSM, two Sqn personnel and 
the 2IC were playing a quiet game of cards in the base tent 
when "Little Bill " heard a strange noise. Strange noises had 
become rather common during the preceeding week in the jungle, 
so nobody paid much notice. However, the noise became louder, 
seemingl y closer to the tent, so our brave SSM went outside 
to investigate. Quick as a flash, Bill ran back into the tent 
and calmly screamed, 11 There's a rhino outside, charging right 
at us~ " 

Like a well oiled team, the other tent occupants scooped 
up their safety rifles and adopted a defensive position on 
both sides of the tent. The 2IC was just drawing a bead when 
Bills "rhino " did a sharp right wheel and disappeared into 
t he trees. 

Fearless Bill, his hands shaking with excitement, fired 
a shot into the trees, narrowly missing a passing DC 10 
aircraft, and despatched an NCO to warn all personnel in the 
area that a large rhinoceros was in the area, and all personnel 
were to take appropriate safety measures. 

Eventually, Bill was finished issuing instructions and 
saving everyone's life, and able to listen as the 2IC pointed 
out that there were no rhinoceros in Malaysia, and that what 
he had in fact seen was a wild pig; admittedly q~ite a large 
wild pig; but not nearly large enough to be even a small 
r hinoceros, even if such an animal existed in Malaysia. 

However, being a determined little SSM, our Bill was not 
convinced, and a torch lit safari was quickly organised to 
pick up the tracks of the monster. 

Finally, the SSM was convinced that he had been seeing 
things, and peace returned to the area. 

However , the story does not end there. The two senior 
NCOs invo l ved in the game of cards with the SSM and 2IC, who 
incidently were both RNZAF attached, very quietly and securely 
built a ba rricade of water cans , posts, rope and bits and 
pieces around their bed spaces , just in case Bill's "rhino" 
came back. 

The moral of the story is; although actual things seem 
bigger when you are smaller, imagined things appear even 
larger still. 
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THE OVER BURDENED FEWI Q, 
General 

May 1980 will see the annual changeover of a 
good part of the personne l strength of NZ Force SEA, 
and as usual will be a hectic time for mos t RNZCT 
ERE personnel . May will also see the departure of 
a number of corps people in ERE jobs, and hope­
fu lly the arrival of as many to replace them. 

Sadly though, many of those returning home 
will miss Corps Day in New Zealand (and perhaps tre 
opportunity to obtain a long awaited lanyard). 
Thus we take this opportunity to wish all fellow 
RNZCT members an enjoyable and sober Corps Day 
1980 . . 

Those who arrive in May will find the major 
"perk" of duty free cars for New Zealand import 
has disappeared (last years "budget" stomped on 
that) and recently initial car registration here 
had a mild increase from S$15.00 to S$1000!! 
Also car prices are on the increase. 

Corps Happenings 

In Dec 79, Capt Stubbs (of HQ NZ Force SEA), 
SSgt Arps and Sgt Walker (both of NZ Tpt Sqn) provided 
instructional assistance during the first Unit 
Emplaning Officers Course conducted by the Singapore 
Armed Forces (SAF) School of Logistics (SOLA). This 
was fol lowed in early Mar 80 by assisting in a live 
airdrop of ammunition from an RSAF Skyvan for SAFs 
3rd Transport Battalion (which is a Terminal 
Battalion). 

In early April NZ Force SEA participated ina 
eremonial parade to mark the vi sit of the retiring 

Chief of Defence Staff. RNZCT was well represented 
NZ Tpt Sqn, 1 RNZIR ERE personnel, and HQ NZ 

Force SEA ERE personnel, and a RNZCT officer was 
Parade Adjutant. 

Movements Services, HQ NZ Force SEA 

We regret that due to the May changeover (which 
invo l ves the movement of 470 odd personnel, 325 
house packs insured at NZ$5,000,000 and 174 cars) 
our movers have no article for this Newsletter. 
Movements staff , who will eventually we hope all be 

/RNZCT 
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RNZCT (except for a RNZAF air movements Flt Sgt) 
are: 

S03 Mov: Flt Lt B.E. Joblin 

DTC: Sgt P.W . Edwards 
Sgt R.J.C. McLeod 
Cpl K.N . Paenga 

DFO : WOI G. Beale 
Flt Sgt I. Wilhelm 
Sgt L.J. Cameron 
Cpl P. Aldridge 

(plus five civilian Staff) 

Transport Platoon, 1 RNZIR 

RNZAF 

RNZCT 
RNZAF 
RNZCT 

RNZCT 
RNZAF 
RNZCT 
RNZCT 

Regrettably our regular contributor to this 
Newsletter wishes to advise readers, particularly 
those who aspire to being MTOs of 1 RNZIR, that as 
he is involved in the following he is unable to 
meet the deadline for articles: 

a. the taking of three Summaries of 
Evidence over a 14 day period; 

b. to be followed by performing the 
duties of Prosecuting officer at 
two Courts Martial; 

c. as Mess Secretary, the preparation 
of a Mess Bi-Annual General Meeting; 

d. the preparation of a handover of his 
"appointment"; and (last but not 
least) 

e. preparation for return to New Zealand 
(including a house pack and car 
shipping administration). 

Caterinq Platoon, 1 RNZ I R By BRIEFCASE 

It's bus i ness as usual here at the Catering 
Platoon, 1 RNZIR wi th t he Chr i s t mas break behind 
us, the new Tra i ning Year in full swing and the 
social calender gaining momentum, some of the 
highlights that come to mind are: 

A farewell function for the NZ High Commissioner ; 
Catering f or the Freyberg shooting competition held 
in Malaysia; Catering Platoon winning the Admin Coy 
Athletic Competition; Visiting the American Fleet; 

/and 
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and successfully feeding the Battalion fresh rations 
on Exercise FEATHERED CAP. 

Exercise FEATHERED CAP was the major task set 
Catering Platoon during the last couple of months, 
it involved preparing Hot - Box meals for up to 550 
pers daily, in addition catering for "A" Echelon 
of between 100- 120 pers daily (No simple task you 
will appreciate) with a final total of over 7000 • 
fresh meals , not content with that we were also 
required to provide cooks for Convoy Escorts, 
Stretcher bearers, Truck Drivers, Choppers, Bomb 
Squad and even Company CSM, not bad for a bunch 
of 8 qualified Chefs? ?? 

Food f Qr Thought - "Work" 

If you are poor - work 

If your are rich - continue to work 

I f you are burdened with seemingly unfair respons ­
ibilities - work 

If you are happy - keep right on working 

Idleness gives room for doubts and fears 

I f di sappointment comes - work 

I f s orrow overwhelms you and loved ones seem 
not true - work 

When faith falters and reason fails - just work 

Work as if your life were in peril - it really is 

No matter what ails you - work 

Work will cure both mental and physical afflictions 

Situation Vacant 

WANTED - Part time Chef or Cook (W) . Must 
have the followi ng qua l i t i es and capabili t i es : 

a. :Rlln 2 miles in 14 mi ns non s top ; 

b. March and run i n FSMO , 8 mi les in 2 hours; 

c . Wit hs t and a constant temperature of at 
l eas t 280 ce l s i us ; 

d. Be able to stand perfectly still for long 
periods (at least 30 mins); 

e. Be a qualified sapper (i.e. dig holes, fell 
trees and road work); 

/f. Have the 
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f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

Conclusion 

Have the agility of a cat (for leaping 
when shouted at); 

Have the eye of an eagle (for hitting a 
12 ins square from 200 yds away); 

Adequate life insurance (you are required 
to navigate local roads); and 

Be able to remain sober when consuming 
copious amounts of fluids. 

Send all inquiries and applications to: -

C/- Catering Platoon, 
1 RNZIR, 
NZ FPO 5,, 
GPO SINGAPORE. 

(NOTE: Preference will be given to pers 
who can cook, however this is not an 
essential requirement.) 

Since the visit of Prince De Tea to our little 
band last year the ZCT Warriors stationed in 
Sinning Pores have continued their labours with 
no thought for their own health or sanity. At 
the time of scribbing this small scroll, many 
warriors are contemplating their navels and 
anticipating the rotund bellies that will soon erupt 
with copious amounts of ice cream, draught ale, and 
the local cuisine of Godzone. 

So those readers who have yet to travel to 
Sinning Pores, or are desirous of returning, rest 
assured whilst we may appear to be sitting back 
counting our pieces of gold, we do find time to work 
and remember the benefits of Aotearoa. 

"Footnote:" 

MAHI KORE KAHORE 

If you ever wish to reinforce your 
decision to be RNZCT instead of 
RNZIR, accompany the SAF as an 
exercise controller on a 30 km 
non stop route march between the 
hours of 1900 and 0630, ON FOOT!! 
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THE NEW ZEALAND DRIVER 

or How to Survive Without Really Trying 

by Lord Bewithus 

Following a complete survey of driving accidents in 
Singapore involving New Zealanders, including both military 
and civilians, NZ Transport Squadron has come to the conclusion 
the New Zealanders are simply not being trained to correctly 
drive a vehicle in Singapore conditions. 

If you, or your dependants are planning a trip to Singapore 
either as a posting or on holiday, and intending to drive, it 
may be an idea to brus h up on the ten commandments of Singapore 
driving, as handed down on a tombstone to the children of 
Godzone. 

The Ten ~Commandments of Singapore Driving 

1. NEVER stay in one traffic lane for more than seven seconds, 
otherwise the driver following you may actually get to know 
where you are headed. Keep switching lanes to throw him off 
the scent. Also, keep switching lanes in case the drivers in 
the other lane (always the other lane) may just happen to 
know something about the road conditions ahead which you do 
not know about, and you do not want to be the one to be 
caught up in the snarl when it comes. Better still, why not 
straddle the white line between two lanes so that you can 
switch more quickly to one or the other when the urge comes 
over you. 

2. NEVER let those on foot get the better of you in your car. 
After all, they did not have to pay those thousands of dollars 
for the sleek machine you have, and those many more extra 
dollars in taxes each year. Money talks, so the walker must 
be made to wait and take his chances on the road. 

3. NEVER keep more than half a car length away from the 
vehicle in front of you. If you leave a one-car gap, it will 
be promptly filled by a car from another lane, and then you 
will be one car length further away from your destination. 
Better to edge even closer than half a length to the car in 
front, if you are daring enough, so that you will get where 
you are going that many milliseconds faster. 

4. NEVER be put off by colour. Let it not be said that New 
Zealanders are prejudiced. Treat green and amber and red with 
the same nonchalant disregard. If you are colour-blind, all 
the better, you will fit into the accepted style without having 
to qo through the rigours of conditioning. 

5. NEVER speed on the straightaways, only round corners and 
bends. After all, what better place than a curve to test out 
that road-holding capability of your machine. And what better 
place than a straight stretch of road to relax, slow down, 
and catch up on that interesting conversation with your 
passengers, in the back seat and front, with all the etiquette 

/that good 
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that good conversation demands, l ike l ooking them in the eye, 
even if you have to turn your head to do i t. 

6 . NEVER give up when there is a park i ng challenge s tari ng 
you in t he face. That space too small? Never; easy, i f 
you know how. Try and try again , because if you do not succe ed, 
there is the other driver just waiting to s how you up as he 
swings into t he gap. 

7. NEVER switch on anything brighter than your side lights. 
There is an energy crisis on. And if you stay close enough 
to the car in front of you then you can follow his lead through 
the darkness. But if t he dark does fright en you, the n 
switch on your high -beam lights and don' t turn them down for 
anyone or anythi ng , for t here 's no k nowi ng what lurks in the 
unknown night. 

8. NEVER l oiter around when the red light turns t o green. 
Rev that engine and get going, fast. What better way to 
satisfy yourself that the manufacturer's promise of Oto 60 
in 7. 8 seconds holds true. 

9 . NEVER be indecisive. If you want to stop, then jam on 
your brakes with gusto, but none of this slowing down he r e 
and there. Better if you thrown in some sound effects to 
l et them know you are really stopping. A screech of the tyres 
in Starsky style will do this. 

10 . NEVER let anyone else try to tell you that you are not 
King of the Road, and that your machine is not as fast as 
his is. Everyone is equal when it comes to driving; 
everyone is King. 

Any may luck, lots of it, be with you. 
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NEW ZEALAND ARMY CAHGO HANDLING TEAMS 

AN'rARCTI CA 

Captain M. Watts , 3rd Transport Regiment, 
RNZCT, Burnham Camp . 

INTRODUCTION 

The NZ Army f i rst became involved with the US Naval Support Force 
Antarctica through a requirement to train RNZCT drivers in aircraft 
loading t echnique s . Because of the unavailability of RNZAF a i rcraf t 
on a regular basis, an approach was made to HQ Operation Deep Freeze, 
Harewood to see if some form of aircraft loading traini ng could be 
carried out on the United States aircraft flying out of Christchurch 
in support of the Antarctic research programme. 

In Sept ember / Cctober 1967 the first six members of 3rd Transport 
Company RNZ ASC were attached to the air cargo yard at Harewood. 
During t he next two years, numerous members of that company received 
valuabl e aircraft loading training which proved beneficial t o the 
RNZ ASC i n later years. 

Be cause of the increasing unofficial involvement of the NZ Army, and 
in part icular 3rd Transport Company RNZASC, in Operation Dee p Freeze, 
i t was requested that the attachment of them~ Army personnel be put 
on an offic ial footing. Since 1969, the NSFA have made yearly 
requests through Defence Headquarters for NZ Army and RNZAF personnel 
to be attached to Operation Deep Freeze at Harewood, and later in 

972 for employment in McMurdo. 

the increasing involvement of the NZ Army in Antarctica s ince 
8, the cargo handling function at Harewood has been comple tely 
over by the RNZAF No. 1 MAMS team. This team, normally based 

enupai, is deployed to Harewood at the commencement of 11 Winfly11 

August and redeployed to Whenupai at the end of the Antarctic 
s eason. 

TASK 

e f i rst four years of attachment the aircraft loading teams 
der the control of the US Navy Non-Commissioned Officers 

's ) and were involved in loading and unloading all types of aircraft. 
f t he early models were, Super Constellation, DC 3s, and Globe-

The loading of these aircraft meant hard manual work as in 
es the loads had to be manhandled off the forklift a nd into 

the a i rcraft and positioned before tying down. The dual rail system 
t f i tted to these early aircraft as it is today. 

As the years have proeresaed so has the amount of airfreight to be 
moved . Improved tiedown equipment, pallets and forklifts have made 
a i rcraft loading teruns' jobs a little easier, but it is still a heavy 
job that requires a degree of skill and experience. 

The task of the cargo handling team is to select the load in order of 
priority , palletise and secure it, weigh it, and load it on the aircraft. 
This job is relatively easy at Harewood where facilities and equipment 
are good but it becomes more difficult in the Antarctic where weather 
conditions, lack of equipment and continual changes in aircraft and 
load priorities te s t the endurance and patience of the team members. 
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STRUC'.l'URE OF TEAMS 

On 31 October 1972 t he firs t NZ Army car go handl ing team of one officer 
and fift een other ranks were a ttached t o the US Naval Support Force for 
duty at Williams Fi.el d and Hill Cargo . Af ter a period of five to six 
week s this t eam was replac ed by t he s econd team of t he same size , in 
turn r eplaced af t er f ive t o six weeks by a third team. 

m system was carri ed on until th 
oncep t was i n troduce d. 

78/ 79 season when 

The administrative effect requ1rea i;o maint ain the t hree team concept 
was unwarranted f or the number of personnel involved . The back- up 
system to replace soldiers who wer e unavailable fo r vari ous reasons 
r equired constant attention to ensur e t hat uni ts all over New Zealand 
were aware of t heir requirement to maintai n the full es tabl i shment of 
personnel in Antarctica . Because of heavy unit and f or mation t raining 
some units were har d-pres sed to provide the one or two people required 
for the tour of du t y in Antarctica. 

Up until t he 1977/ 78 season the NZ Army Cargo teams worked a t Williams 
Field and Hill Cargo as separate entities under the command of thei r own 
officer and NCO s, but were responsible to the Terminal Operat i ons Off icer, 
s Naval Support Force , for the efficient running of cargo oper ations. 

By l i ving and worl<ing together, these teams over the years established a 
good wor k r ecord and have provided the Americans with a work f orce of 
ability and reliability. 

s the amount of air freight to be moved has increased, so has the 
reauirement for additional NZ Army Cargo handlers. At the commencement of 

• • 8 season the team size was increased of twenty and again during 
season to twenty-two with the addition of two vehicle mechani cs. 
~

0
, a request was received to further increase the size of the 1978/7S 

hirty. These additional personnel were to be employed as 
en~ation clerks (3) transport supervisor (1), cargo handler ( 1) at 

t a t ion , and the cargo transfer team (3). The cargo transfer team 
s r e sponsible mainly for the backloading of retrograde cargo from 
tlYiM stations . 

/79 season saw some drastic changes in the structure and employment 
Army Cargo teams with the complete integration of American service-

e various shifts at Williams Field and Hill Cargo. The shift 
a mixture of New Zealand or American NCO's and the teams 

Some small difficulties were experienced bythe NZ Army 
the different stantards of discipline and training in the 
t thes e were quickly overcome once the shift NCO's became 

Also for the first time was the employment of a New 
eant in Terminal Operations on planning and operations 

Has re sponsible for the load-planning of all aircraft 
ns Fi el d. 

CONCLUSION 

Although there are no known changes i n aircraft loading techniques in the 
near future , aircraft loading equipment is always being modified and 
improved. Larger lifting capacity forklifts, roller conveyor trailers, 
dual rai l systems and the tie down equipment will all assist in speedier 
aircraft loading and hopefully reduce the amount of man-handling of air 
cargo. 

Any change in the emphasis of the scientific research progrrunme will 
possibly mean changes in the manning of Terminal Operations and the employ­
ment of the NZ Army Cargo handling teams. 
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NZ ARMY CARGO TEAMS 1979/80 

OPERATION DEEP FREEZE 

The NZ Army Cargo teams for the 1979/ 80 Operation 
Deep Freeze Season were selected after training courses 
conducted by 3 Tpt Re gt RNZCT at Harewood , Christchurch. 

Team Leaders and Warrant Offi cer s fo r the teams were: 

Lt R.S . McMillan 
W02 P . P. Terewi 
Capt I.J . M. Gordon 
Ssgt B. J . Calder 

Loading teams were: 

Team One 

Sgt M.T. 
Sgt R.C. 
Cpl R.S. 
Cpl M.J. 
Cpl P.J. 

Lcpl A.R. 
Lcpl R.P. 
Cpl P.R. 

Lcpl G. 
Dvr K.R. 
Dvr H. 

Lcpl R.C. 
Capt M. 

Watene 
Symons 
Gregory 
Skevington 
Sheenan 
Richardson 
Brown 
Prat:iey 
Te Nahu 
Scott 
Harvey 
Haanen 
\/atts 

3 Tpt R~gt 
1 Tpt Regt 
1 Tpt Regt 
3 Tpt Regt 

Sgt R.G. 
Sgt D.A. 
Cpl G.T. 
Cpl K.I. 

Lcpl D.G. 
L1ipl S.N. 
Lcpl G.P. 

Dvr J.W. 
W02 A.K. 
Dvr L.V. 
Dvr N.B. 
Dvr D. 

Sutherland 
Nathan 
Posselt 
Hibbs 
Clarke 
Hough 
Hanson 
Bourne 
Rogers 
Barrett 
Thomas 
Welch 

Employed at Air Cargo Yard: ~Harewood 

pl A.G.M. Allan 
vr N. P. Jones 
gt D. T. Cowie 

t T.J. Edgecumbe 
vr S. T. Haythorne 

Dvr T. G. Chalmers 
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Lcpl S.J. Pene 
Lcpl B.D. Belworthy 
Sgt H.s. Ashby 
Dvr R.O.L. Harris 
Dvr D.D.W. Fraser 
Cpl G.W. Pengelly 
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Team Two 

Sgt M.H. Taylor 
Sgt A.D. Wi llis 
Cpl K.J. l·ur u 
Cpl D.H. Cos tigan 

Lcpl S. I . McNaughton 
Lcpl G. D. Ros s 
Lcpl W.R. Hughes 
Lcpl C.M. Tucker 
Dvr D.D.W. Fraser 
Dvr T. G. Chalmer s 
Dvr J .a. Fox 
Dvr N. Ashby 
Lcpl G. T. Rai 
cpl M. J . Toia 

Dvr R. J . Carleton 
Dvr J . Holloway 
Dvr J. D. Lovich 
Dvr R.D. Bown 
Maj J.S . Thorn 

-c.-

Sgt J.J. Attewell 
Sgt A.D.R. Inwood 
Cpl C.E.G. Netto 

Lcpl D. Te Pania 
Lcpl C.D. Dickson 
Lcpl P.W. Lemin 
Lcpl B.A. Pollock 
Lcpl B.D. Belwor thy 
Dvr S.T. Haythorne 
Dvr N.J. Green 
Dvr N.P. Jones 
Lcpl D.N. Wallace 
Sgt N.S. Ashby 
Cpl L.B. Turipa 
Cpl R.J. Dawson 
Lcpl G.J. Kristiansen 
Dvr R. Strachan 
Lcpl D. Stanley 

Empl?yed at Air Cargo Yard: Harewood 

Sgt J . Bell 
Dvr P.S. Quintrell 
Dvr I1.B. Matherson 
Dvr L. Webber 

Lcpl M.K. Willis 
Dvr M.W. Rowlands 
Dvr D.S. Marshall 

Team One deployed to McMurdo Station, Antarctica during 
e period 8 - 12 Oct 79 and was replaced by team two during 
e period 10 - 15 Dec 79. Team Two remained in Antarctica 
t ii late Feb 80. 

In addition to the cargo team in Antarctica a small 
e~achment of seven were employed at Harewood on passenger 

movements and cargo handling. 

The NZ Aray Cargo teams play a vital part in the US 
Naval Support Force activities in Antarctica, by providing 
a nucleus of experienced cargo handlers and MHE operators. 
Working 12 hours shifts seven days a week sometimes in adverse 
conditions with temperatures ranging from minus 4 degrees 
celcius to minus 45 degrees tests the stamina and indurance 
of the team members and it is to their credit that no major 
accidents or injuries have occured during the last two seasons. 

The NZ Army Cargo teams perform a worthwhile 
operational function in the Antarctic and at Harewood in 
support of Operation Deep Freeze and this operational 
experience can only be of benefit to the RNZCT in the 
future. 

t1 A 
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SHC CJ<I NG 'J.'IWTIT ABOUT ELE CTRIC I'l'Y 

You learn s omething new ever y day. For example, I was just 
r eading tha t story of Jame □ Thurber ' s in whic h he recal l s his gr and­
mother's bel i ef that el ectric i ty leaks out of an empty light s ocke t if 
the switch has been left on . From this I ga t her - judgi ng by the 
c; encral contex t , and t he fac t that Thurber was a humorist - that i s 
doc~;n ' t . 

r was 11cvcr taur;ht about cl ectrid t y at school , nor was i t 
of t en a topic of di.nner-table conversa ·~ion between my parents . But , 
what with readinr: Thurber here and having to change a lieht bulb or 
tube in a transistor radi o there , I hav e picked up a pret ty s ound 
working- knowledge of electrical ma t ters . It ' s not comprehensive , 
God knows - I stil l can ' t f ully under stand why you can ' t boi l an egg 
on an elect r ic r:ui tar - but when I jot down a sumnary of what I have 
learnt I marvel that I have nev er been asked to write for t he 
Elec t rical Joun1al . For i ns tance: 

1. f.Tos t electricity is manufactured in power stations , 
whe r e i t is fed into wires which are then wound 
around large drums. 

Some electricity, however, does not need t o go 
along wires. That used in lightning, for example, 
and in portable radios. This kind of elec tri ci t y 
is not generated, but is just lying about in t he 
air, loose. 

J . Electricity makes a low, humming noise. Thi s noise 
may be pitched at different levels for use in doorbells, 
telephones and electric organs. 

Electricity has to be grounded. That is to say , 
it has to be connected to the ground before i t can 
function, except in the case of aeroplanes , whi ch 
have separate arrangements. 

Although electricity does not leak out of an emp t y 
light socket, th_at light socket is neverthel ess live 
i f you happen to shove your finger in it when t he 
wi tch is on. So if it is not leaking, what el s e 

i s i t doing? 

tl ectric i ty is made up of two ingr edi ent s , nega tive 
and posi tive . Cne ingredient travels along a wire 
covered wi th white plastic, and the other along a wi r e 
covered wi th black plastic. When these two wires 
meet together in what we call a plug , the different 
ingredi ents are mi xed together to form electricity. 

7. Electri city may be s tore s in batteries. Big batteries 
do not necessarily hold more el ectricity than small 
batteri es . I n big batteries, the electricity is just 
s hovelled in, while in small batteries (transistors) 
it i n packed flat. 



• 

Incur i ous peopl e a r e content t o t ake all this f or gr ant ed . 
Th ey pre ss a swi t ch , and t he l i ght comes on - and t ha t i s all t hey 
know about the mirac l e i n t heir homes . Thi s has never been e nou~h 
f or me . I hav e t o know how things work ; and if I c anno t f i nd out 
fr om some t ec~1ical ha ndbook , then I c ombi ne such infor mat ion as I 
already hav e wi th simple l ogic . Thus i t is easy t o deduce t hat the 
ligh t sw itch c ont rol s a s mal l cl amp or vice whi ch e r ips t he wir es 
v er y har d , so t ha t t he elec tric i ty cannot ge t t hrout;h . When t he 
swi t ch i s f l i ck ed on , the v ic e i s relaxed and t he el ec t ricity t ravels 
to the light bul o where a bi t of wi re , called t he el ement , i 's le f t bare . 
He re , for the fi rst time , we can ac t ual l y se e t he electricity , in t he 
fo r m of a sparl, . This s park i s enlarg ed ma ny hundreds of times by 
the curv ed bul b , whi ch i s made of magnifying gl as s . 

Why , is our nex t ques tion, do the se light bulbs hav e a 
limi ted li f e? As any s choolboy knows , heat converts oxygen i nt 
mois ture . Whe n all the OXJ'gen in the light bulb has become liquef i ed 
in this manner , it na turally quenches the electric s park . 

I have not yet touched on fuse wire. It has always amaz ed me 
t hat an i ndus t r y which is so enterprising in most re spects - t he 
i nvent i on of co l our electricity for use in traffic liGhts a nd t he 
harness i ng of negative electricity for refrigeration are t vvo examples 
that c om e to mind - should still, 200 years after James Watt invented 
t h e el ectric k ettle, be manufacturing fuse wire too thin. I pa s s on 
a h i nt f or what it is worth. There is available from hardware sho ps 
a s turdy wire used mostly for making chicken runs, and this is f ar 
□ore durable than the stuff sold by electricians \who must, I 
appreciate, make a living). By using chicken wire I now have a f us e 
box wh i ch - even when the spin-drier burst into flames because of to o 
r.:uch el ec tricity having been fed into it - has for six months been a s 
i jpregnabl e as the Bank of England. 

But why have fuse wire al all•? I completely unders t and 
fuse box is the junction at which the wires leading fr om 

the power station join, or fuse with, the wires beloneing to t he 
s e , and t hat these two sets of wires have got to be connect ed 

s oeehow. Bu t what is wrong with a simple knot? 

In some respects, I reiterate, my knowledge is i mper fec t . 
t y e t explored the field of neon signs - how do t hey make t he 

e le ctricity mov e a bout? And the pop-up toaster - how do es it know 
when the t oa s t is r eady? What is the difference between el ec t ric i t y 
a nd el ectronics? I s el ec tronics just the ~mart word to use now? 
How can a n En[:l ish computer s peak French, which require s a differen t 
v ol tag e? Logic vtould ans wer thes e questions , too, and many of a more 
t echni cal nature , bu t the l i ght over my desk has jus t gone out . A 
v a l ve blown somevtherc , I expec t. 
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