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R E P 0 R T NO . 57 

HISTORICAL SECTION (G . S . ) 

ARMY HEADQUARTERS 

DECLASSIFIED 
AUTHORITY: D H D 3 • 12 

BY ~ FOR DHIST HDHQ 

DETE: ----'N~O ......... V_,1:.....;;;2 __ 1 __ ~R_fl_ 

22 Dec 52 

Major Changes in ATTJ.y Organization , 1939- 1945 

1 . This report is a suimnary of the major 
changes in the organization of the Canadian Arny during 
the period of the Second World War . Although much of 
the material is available in reports of the Historical 
Sect i on (G . S . ) , the aim of this report is to put it into 
a form suitable for ready reference . The scope is 
therefore linited to the organization of divisions - both 
infantry and armoured - and of independent armoured brigades 
and units of basic importance such as tho infantry 
battalion, tho armoured regiJ:J.ont , and the roginont of 
field artillery. 

THE INFANTRY DIVISION 

2 . On tho outbreak of the Second World War, 
an Order in Council , P . C. 2482 of 1 Sep 39, named as 
components of tho Canadian Activo Service Force the 
1st and 2nd Divisions togothor with thoir necessary 
ancil laries (G.O . 135/39, Schodulo 11 D11 ) . Units wore 
mobilizod on tho appropriate British war establishment 
according to a list issued by National Dofonco Headquarters 
in Juno 1939 (H.Q . S . 3498- 4 , vol l : C. G. S . to D. Os . C. , 
26 Jun 39). The composition of a di'Jision at that ti.mo 
is given in Appendix 11 A11 to this Roport . 

3 . Early revision was necessary in order to 
conform to tho existing organization of a British division, 
which no longer required a mechanized divisional cavalry 
rogimont nor a machine gun battalion for each brigade. 
On tho other hand , there was added an inf'un~ry anti- tank 
compnay for oach br igndo , intelligence soctions , certain 
light aid dotacbments , and personnel of th~ pay corps . 

Moreover, field brigades or ertillcry wore to become 
field rogimonts on arrival ovorsons . * Thoroforo , prior to 
sonding tho 1st Division abroad, National Dofonco 
Headquarters notified London that it would consist of : 

*Seo p~ragraph 52 of this Report . 
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Units Off rs O.R. 

Divis i onal hoadquarters 18 120 
Employment platoon 34 
Divisional e.nd throe infantry 
brigade sections intelligence 
corps 2 16 

3 !nf antr y br i gade hcndquartors 27 168 
3 Infantry anti - tnnk companies 12 198 

Headquarters divisional artille r y 6 24 
Headquar t ers divisional engineers 7 31 
Headquarters divisional army 
s ervice cor ps 7 29 
Anti-tank r ogimont 18 525 

3 Field regiments 25-pounder 84 1665 
Divis i onal fiold p~rk conpnny 3 153 

3 Fie ld c ompanies 15 711 
Divisional signals 18 473 

9 Rifle battalions 198 5826 
Divisional annnunition conpany 11 379 
Divisional petrol conpany 7 292 
Divisional supply colunn 15 443 

3 Field ambulances 36 666 
Field hygiene section 1 28 
Provost company 1 108 
Divi sional postal uni t 1 24 

9 Light aid detachments 9 108 
Pay corps pors onnal 17 19 

Total division 5r3 12,040 

------- --------- - -- -----------------------------~-----

Additional units 

3 14a.chine gun battalions 
3 Ltgbt aid detachr.ients 

.Pay corps personnel 
Total of above 

66 
3 
3 

72 

1995 
36 

3 
2034 

(~ . D . , G. S. 1 Cdn Div, 5 Oct -
17 Doc 39, Appx XI - 8 (b) : Tel 
562, N.D.H. q . to C.M.R.q ., 22 
Nov 39) 

4 . A s imilar organization was ndoptod by t ho 
3rd Division and units of n 4th Division on their 
mobilization in the summer of 1940 (G . Os . 184/40 and 
50/41 effective 24 May 40 ) . About t ha t time , however, the 
number of officers increased consitlorably with t he 
decision to subs ti tu to subal torns for ~Varro.nt Officers 
Cla ss III , of whom t horo ho.d boon 1 55 in tho 1st Division 
alone* (P.C . 29/2370 of 4 Jun 40. Soc also C. M. H. O,. • 

.wi'horo had been W.Os . III in tho field regiment and anti ­
tank r egiment, R. C.A. , divisional signals , ruld t ho infantr y 
(rifle) and oachino gun battalions . 



- 3 -

file 9/Substituticn/l : Turner to Senior Officer , 27 Apr 
40, and G.s.o . II to G. S . O. I , 1 MD.y 40) . 

5 . Lessons learned in the initinl cru!lpaign 
in Franco wore studied in detail by a special col!ID..i.ttee 
of tho War Off ico headed by Gonornl Sir \1illinn Bartholo­
~ew, G. C. B., C.M. G., D. S. O. After rcvic~ing its report , 
the Arrrry Council decided thnt the basic org~nizntion of 
a division should be r e t Qinod but that thoro should be 
a closer affiliation of artill~ry rogimo~ts and field 
companies to infantry brisndcs . Provision rnis ma.do f'or 
brigade groups , and tho following rnnjor units were added 
to the British division : 

Ono mediun rcgimont (6- inch howitzers) 
Ono light ant1 -n1rcrnft rogioont 
One reconnaissance unit 
Ono machine gun battalion 

(C . fLH . Q. file l/Ro- Org/l : 
~-for Office letter 207Gen/ 
5884 (S . D. l) , 13 Oct 40) 

With tho exception of tho rogino~t of 6- inch howitzers, 
which Lt - Gen McNaughton had previously st"\tod ho would re ­
tain in Corps artillery, those chnngos in or Gnnization wore 
promptly "accepted o.nd o.pprovod in principle" for the ostn.­
blishmonts of the 1st a nd 2nd Divisions (ibid : Tel G. S. 2072 , 
McNaughton to Crorar, 26 Sop 40 , A.Dd r eply , G. S.D . 7 4, 18 
Oct 40) . 

6 . The Field Force Committee at tho W~r Offi co 
thon procodod to draft Orgnnizntion Plan 35 (F.F . C. 35) , 
which detailed the stand~rd composition of a Br itish 
division . * Fron this docur:iont w~s draftod in turn a 
proposed cor.iposition of tho Cnn~dian Corps ns a corps 
of throe divisions and one nrr:1ourod division . This 
received tho o.pprova.l of th1, Wnr Cornnittoo of tho Cabinet 
on 3 Apr 41 . Each of tho throe Cnnndinn infantry divisions 
ovor sons wns to consist of : 

~ .M .H . Q . file l/Forr.intions/4/~ cont~ins n copy of 
F . F . C. 35 dated 21 Fov 40 . 
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HEADQUARTERS t 
Headquarters of a divi sion 

Divisionnl intolligonce section 
Divisioncl f iol d s ecuri t y s oction 
Divisional hondqunrtors def ence nnd enployncnt 

platoon 

ARTILLERY: 
Headquarters , divi sional ~rtillory 

3 Field r egiments 
Headquarters, nnti- tank rogiment 

1 Anti- t nnk battery - 16 guns 
Headquarters , light enti - nircrn!'t r c gincn t 

1 Light anti -aircrn~ battory - 12 guns 

ENGINEERS : 
Headquarters , divisiona l ongincors 

1 Field park company 
3 Field companie s 

SIGNALS : 
Divisional signals 

ARMOURED CORPS: 
Reconnaissance batta lion 

INFANTRY: 
Machine gun battalion 

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT : 
Headquarters , divisional R. C.A . s.c . 

Divisional ammunition conpany 
Divisional petrol conpany 
Divisional suppl y colur:m 

MEDICAL : 
3 Fiold ambulances 
1 Field hygi ene s ection 

ORDNANCE S 
4 Light aid dot a chmonts (heavy ) - Type 11A 11 

7 Light o.id de t nchnonts (light ) - Typo 11 B11 

4 Light anti- a ircraft ord..~nnce workshop subsections 
Divisionnl ordnance workshop 
Divisional ordnance f ield park 
Mobile laundry and f orVl".rd docont ru:1ination unit 
Mobile bath unit 
Salva.go unit 

PROVOSTt 
Divisional provost company 

POSTAL : 
Divisional posta l unit 

3 I UFANTRY BRIGADES, each vrith: 
Randquart ors, infnntry brigndo 

Inf ~try br igado headquarters dof onco platoon 
Anti - tank battery 
Light anti- aircraft battery 

3 Infantry batta lions 

(C. M.H. Q. f i lo l/Fo~tions/4/6 : 
Memo ontitlod "Appr oved Cornt>osition 
o:f Co.nndi an Corps" , undatod) 
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7 ~ Meanwhile , the War Offi ce had set up 
another conn:1ittee under Maj - Gen L.H. K. Finch, D. S. O., 
O.B.E., t o oxamine tho vehicle e stablisbnent of nray 
W"lits with a view to easing the s erious strain on production 
and shipping and to f ncilitntc p r ovision Qnd naintenance . 
Ponding the report of this connittee , detailod inplement ­
ation of new est~blishmonts was del ayed until 1941 . 
(C . M. H. Q. file l/Re- Org/1/2 : ~nr Office l etter 57/Vehiclos/ 
9279 (S . D. l) , 27 Mar 41 , contains n sumnary of the 
reconnnendati ons of the Finch Connittee approved by the 
Army Council) 

8 . There had boen considerable difficul ty, 
f or example , in obtaining motorcycle coobinations for 
tho reconnaissance squndrons organized for tho 1st and 
2nd Divi s ions i n tho sur.ll'llor of 1940, nnd t hose squadr nns 
wore disbanded in January 1941 (G . Os . 200/40 effective 
22 Jun 40, 155/41 , effective 19 Aug 40, and 156/41, ef­
fective 25 Jan 41) . Contrary to British practice in 
creating a s epar ate Reconnaissance Corps , the new Canadian 
divisional r econnaissance battalions equipped with scout 
cars and carriers were allocated t o the Canadian Armoured 
Corps (G. O. 41/41 , effective 26 Jan 41) . Subsequently, 
they were redesignated reconnaissance regiments (G . O. 
455/42 , effective 8 Jun 42) . 

9. The infantry anti - tank companies were 
abolished early in February 1941 (G . O. 114/41, efrective 
5 Feb 41) . Immediately arterwards , divisional hea dquarters 
defence and employment platoons and infantry br igade 
headquart ers defence pl atoons were organized t rom The 
Lor ne Scots (Pee l , Du.fferin and Halton Regiment) . This 
action was taken for the 1st and 2nd Divisions effective 
6 Feb 411 for the 3rd Division 7 Apr 41, and for the 4th 
Division 10 May 41 (G . O. 151/ 41). 

10. Fo-rmerly units of the ordnance s ervice had 
been classified as corps troops or ancillaries .. Following 
the Bartholomew Report, however, the British introduced 
a divisional ordnance workshop and identified the following 
as integral parts or a division : 

Light a id detachments 
Divisional ordnance workshop 
Divisional ordnance rield par k section 
Mobile laundry and decontamination unit 
Mobile bath unit 
Salvage unit 

(C . M. H.Q. file 1/Formations/ 
4/4 : Memo on war establish­
ments , 27 Nov 40) 

The Canadians took similar action in 1941 , but early in 
1942 it was ruled t hat the last three units would no 
longer form part of the standard armoured or infantry 
division (C . M.H. Q. file l/Formations/4/6 : W. O. letter 
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20/Misc/2071 (S.D . l), 2 Jan 42) . That year the mobile 
bath unit became part of the R. C.A. M. C., but the 
f ollowing year it reverted to the R. C.O.C . on being 
combined with the mobile laundry (G . O. 145/42, effective 
26 Mar 42 , and G. O. 144/43 , effective 1 Jan 43) . 

11 . During 1941 the British also introduced a 
new organization for the Royal Army Service Corps which 
abol i shed the rigid system of carrying fixed quantitie s 
of ammuniti on, petrol , and other stores in various 
echelons on wheels and substituted R. A.S.C . companies 
based on standardized transport platoons (C . M. H.Q. file 
6/Re- Org/RASC/l : W. O. l etter 20/RASC/2392 (S .D.l) , 13 Aug 
41) . The new organization was applied t o the R. C.A. S . C. 
at the beginning of March 1942 (C . M. H.Q. Administrative 
Order Ho . 38 , effective 1 Mar 42) . 

12 . The light anti - aircrart r egiment , R. C.A., 
and its a ccompanying light anti -aircraft ordnance workshop 
subsections were eventually added to each Canadian division 
in turn duri~ the first part of 1942 (C . M. H. Q. files 
l /Formations/6/2 and / 3 : C.A.O . R. Os . 1697, 2004 and 2384{ 
Cdn Army Order of Battle as of 1 Mar , 11 May and 1 Aug 42) . 

13 . Mainly because of the shortage of manpower , 
however, the Field Forco Committee of the War Office had 
been forced to r edraft F .F . C. 35 during 1941 . Tho new 
organizational plan, F .F . C. 36 , Part 1 , dated 14 Jan 42 , 
provided for a division on a higher establishment with 
17, 395 all ranks or on a l ower establishment with 12, 210 . 
(C . M. H. Q. file l/Formations/4/6 contains a copy) Tho 
Canadians r e t ained the higher e stablishment and planned 
an armoured cor ps and an infantry corps , the latter t o 
have three divisions organized as follows : 

BEADQUAR TERS : 
Headquarters of a division 

ARTILLERY: 

Divisional headquarters defence and employment 
platoon 

Divisional intelligence section 
Field security s oction 

Headquarters divisional artillery 
3 Fiel d regiments 

ENGINEERS : 

Headquarters anti - t ank r ogiraont 
Anti - tank battery (16 guns) 

Headquarters light anti -aircraft rogiment 
Light anti - aircraft battory 

Headquarters divi sional engineers 
1 Field park company 
3 Field companie s 

SIGNALS I 
Divisional signals 
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ARMOURED CORPS: 
Divis i onal reconnaissance battalion 

INFANTRY: 
Machine gun battalion 

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT : 
Commander divisional army sorvico corps 

Divisional ammunition company 
Divisional petrol company 
Divisional supply company 

MEDICAL & 
3 Field ambulances 
1 Field hygiene section 

ORDNANCE: 
4 Li ght aid detachmen ts - Typo A 
7 Light aid detachmonts - Typo B 
4 Light anti - aircraft ordnance workshop subsections 

Divisional ordnance workshop 
Divisional ordnance fiold park 

PROVOST S 
Divisional provost company 

POSTAL : 
Divis i onal postal unit 

3 I NFANTRY BRIGADES, each with : 
Infantry br i gade hondquarters 

1 Infantry brigade headquarters defence platoon 
3 Infantry battalions 
1 Anti- tank battery 
1 Light anti -aircr~ft battery 

(C . M.H. Q. file l /Cdn Army/ 
1 : Proposed Compositi on 
Canadian Army (Field Force) 
in the United Kingdom, 16 
Jo.n 42) 

14 . Meanwhile , Bendquarters First Canadian 
Army had come into being effectivo 6 Apr 42 (C . M. H. Q. 
Administrative Order Uo . 66 , 4 Apr 42) . 

15. After a smren~r of experimentation with 
now organizations for armoured and infantry divisions , 
the Army Council in the autumn of 1942 decided to have 
threo types of British divisions : ~~-

*A comparison of tho throe typos of British divisions 
is attached es Appendix 11B11 • Tho army tank br igade is 
discussed in paragraph 32 of this Roport . 
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(a) Armoured division 
One armoured brigade 
One infantry brigo.do (lorry borne) 

(b) Division (lP. tor lmovm ns a 11mixed division") 
One tank brigo.do 
Two infantry brigade s 

(c) Inf'antry division 
Throe infantry brigades 

Wherover possible standard ost:iblishmontB y;cro applied 
to similar units in each typo of division, minor dif'forences 
being shown in footnotes , and tho war ostablisbments of 
moat units were revised accordingly . (C . M.E . Q. file 6/Br 
Army/l : W. O. letter 20/Gon/6059 (S . D. l) , 1 Oct 42) 

16 . At the same ti.mo , the Co.n:idian forces 
overseas began to feel the of~octs of power restrictions 
combined with a serious shortage of shipping. In 
consequence , the First Canadian Army underwent a complete 
r eorganization based on British war c st"'..blishr!lcnts in 
order to facilitate co- operntion botwooa formations and 
units of British and Canadian Armie s . This reorganization 
bocamo effective 11 Jan 43 . (c . r1 .q .Q. Ad.M.inistrativc Order 
No . 2) Canada created no mixed divisions but rcdesignatod 
hor first throe major formf.tions 11 infantry divis ions" (G . O. 
283/43 , offoctive 7 Jan 43) . Similar to tho British 
infantry division (soc Appx "B" ) , each now had tho following 
units : 

HEADQUARTERS UNITS : 
Headquart ers of a division 

Headquarters divisional support battalion 
Divisional hoo.dqunrtors support company 

Divisional intelligence section* 
Field security section 

ARMOURED CORPS : 
Reconnaissance regiment - L .A.D . (A) 

ARTILLERY : 
Headquarters divisional ~rtillory 

3 Fiold regiments - L .A. D. (B) each 
l Anti - tank regiment - L . A . D . (~) 
1 Light anti- aircr'\ft rogimont • workshop 

ENGINEERS : 
Headquarters divisional onginoers 

1 Field park company 
3 Field companies - L .A. D. (B) 

*Disbanded, cffoctivo 7 Jan 43 . (G . O. 284/43) 
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SIGNALS : 
Divisional signals - L . A.D. (B) 

3 INFANTRY B.'ilIGADES, 02-Ch with : 
Irif antr y brigade headquarters 

1 Infantry br igndo support company - L .A.D. (A) 
3 Infantry battalions 

SUPPLY AND TRfufSPORT : 
Headquarter s commander R. C. A. S. C. 

l Divisi onal troops co~])e.ny 
3 Infantry br igade coopa.nies 

MEDICAL : 
3 Field ambulances 
2 Fiold dressing stations 
1 Field hygiene section 

ORDNANCE : 
Hoadquc.r t crs divisional R.E . M.E . {1-

3 Infantry brigade workshops 

PROVOST ~ 

Provost company 

POSTAL : 
Postal unit 

(C .M.H.Q. Administr ative Or der 
No . 2 , offoctivo 11 Jan 43 ) 

17 . As t ho War Officu ha.d not yot de cided t he 
details of the new suppor t orgnnizntion, tho disbandment 
or r eor ganization of tho machine gun batt~lion, divi s ional 
headquart er s defence nnd ompl oymont plntoon, and i nfe.ntry 
bri~ado defence pl atoons in each division was hold in 
abeyanoo . temporarily (ibid) . When preliminary British 
es t abl i shments became avaI'Inble in April 1943, the throo 
Canadian ma.chine gun bn ttalions wore ir.:u11cdi~tvly converted 
into support battalions , c~ch with a headquarters and throe 
i nfantr y br igade support groups , tho f ornor infantry 
brigade defence platoons bei ng absorbed (C . O. 21/44, 
offoctive l ::in.y 43 ) . Subsequent r oorganizction of 
support weapons clininntod tho nocd for support units as 
suoh , hovrovor , allouing thom to rcsuuc the ir form0r 
r olo , but with thD substitution of one hon~ nortnr 
conpany for one I!lachine gun company in oach battalion 
{P . C. 88/2705 of 18 Apr 44) E~rly in 1 944 , thore!ore , 
the support battalions of tho 2nd and 3rd Can~dian 
Infantry Divisions were conver ted once noro into machine 
gun battali ons {G. O. 222/4~ , offoctivc 21 Fob 44) . Tho 

*A special noto stc.tod tha t.. _tho British R .E . M.E . or ganizati on , 
nomenclature and distribution of duties would be adopted but 
that a separ nto R .E . M. E . Cl:>rps would not be crentod , personnel 
t o remain R. C. O. C. 
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corresponding changes were made in t he 1st Canadian Infantry 
Division in Italy t ho foll owing July (G. O. 120/45, effec ­
tive 1 Jul 44) . Tho divisional headquarters defen ce and 
employment platoon having r emained unch.o.ngod throughout , 
each infantry brigade headquarters was once mor e given a 
ground defence platoon of The Lorne Scots (G . O. 297/44 , 
effective 24 Feb 44) . 

18. Following tho general r corgruiization of 
early 1943, the divi sional fi0ld artiller y underwent 
little change in basic organization . In tho 3rd Canadian 
Infantry Division, however , there was a t emp orary adjustment 
which allotted an additional field r egiment and converte d 
all four to self-propelled r egiments f or the assault phase 
of the Normandy inva sion (C .M. H. Q. file l/Org Arty/l: Tel 
G.S. 26451 . Ca.nmilitry t o Dcfons or, 26 Oct 43) . Tho or­
ganiza tion of tho anti - tank r egiment in each division had 
to be readjusted on the introduction of 17 -pr guns , that 
of the light anti -aircraft regiment on tho l ntroduction of 
40- mm self- propelled guns .. -:-.~ Nevertheless , tho only new 
unit added t o tho divisi onal artillery was the counter 
mortar officer 's staff - type 11 A11 for info.ntry divisions , 
type 11 B11 f or armoured (G . O. 488/ 44 , effe ctive 6 Jun 44) . 
This was introduced o.s a direct result of oxpericnco 
gained i n opera tions during tho Italian campa ign (C . M.H. Q, 
fil e 5/CMO A/l : G. O. C.-in- 0 . , First Cdn Arr~y , to C.M . H. Q. , 
25 _May 44). 

19. With r egard to engi neer unit s , it was found 
p ossible t o have a standard 'organization for a field park 
company in eit her divisionru_ corps or army troops by 
a dding a div i sional bridge ~latoon to di vi sional engineers . 
(C .M. H. Q. file l/Org Engrs/l : Sen ior Offr, C ~ M . H . Q ., t o · 
G.O . C.-in- c ., First Cdn Army, 16 Aug 43) . Tho 2nd and 3rd 
Canadia n Infnntry Divisions each received a bridge platoon, 
R. C. E., in September 19·~3 , t ho 1st Division the f ollowing 
month (G . Os4 480 and 493 , eff e c tive 15 Sop ~nd 21 Oct 43) . 

20 . The new organizQtion f or tho R. C.A. S . C. of 
an infantry division increased t he nur.ibor of companies from 
throe t o f our , replac i ng 11 conunodity 11 by 11 comprs ito 11 compan ­
ie s-:H~ with no great increase of personnel (Hist Sec , C. M.H. Q. 
Report No . 168, para 169). Tho R. C.A. M.C . personnel, on 
the other hand, grew considornbly in nwnbers with t he 
conve:··sion of the three fi eld ambulances of the infr.ntry 
division to the new British t ype and t he addition of two 
field dressing stati ons ( ibid , parn 179) . --. 

*Sec Hist Sec , C . M ~ H . Q., Report No . 168, Tho Organiza­
tion of First Canadian Army, paras 118-131. 

*?(A 11 conmodi ty" c or.1.pa!ly handled onl y one mo. j or c om.modi t y -
ammunition, petr ol or supplie s - f or t ho entire division . 
Under the comp r site sy stdl;jp one company perforr1od nll throe 
t a sks f or each brigade or divisional troops . 

• 
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21 . Once more tho ordnance services of the 
division underwent considcr~blc revis i on . The divisioruJ.l 
field park, for oxanplo , becamo a corps troops unit known 
as a sub- park, but, early in 19·14, each infantry division was 
again provided with an ordno.nco field park (G . O. 151/43 , 
effcctivo 14 Jan 43 , ~nd G. O. 325/44, offectivo 7 Feb 44) . 
The Canadian Electrical and :iiecb..'lnic"'l Engineers Vias 
authorized as a separate Corps offoctivo 1 Feb 44, later 
receiving the title 11Royo.1 11 (G . Os . 127 and 196/~4) . 
Short ly afterwards , R. C. O. C. units such ns light ~id 
detachments , light unti-aircr~ft workshops , ~:- o.nd infc.ntry 
brigade workshops wore rcdosigna.ted R. C.E . M.E. (C . M.H. Q. 
Adl:linistra.tive Ordor No . 85, of:foctivo 15 A'.ny 44) . 

22 , These wore tho principnl cho.ngos t o the 
basic organization of a Co.ru:i.dillil inf''ll1try division in tho 
Second World Wnr . Its nuthorizcd conpositi~n at the 
end of hostilities in Europe is given in Appendix 11 C11 

to this Report . 

TEE ARMOURED DIVISION 

23 . The Cnnadinn Armoured Corps wo.s ne.r11od o. 
Corps of the Active Militin offoctivo 13 Aug 10 (G . O. 
250/40) . Sil!lultnneously, thoro was constituted the 1st 
Cunndian Armoured Br igo.do with n brigndo hoo.dqunrter s , 
t hroe regiments , and n nochanizod o o.VRlry regiment 
a t tnchod (G . O. 253/40, offoctivo 13 Aug 40) . In October 
it was expanded to a brig~do group (H . Q. S . 20- 4 - 7 , vol 
2 t Cr ornr to tho Ministor , 11 Oct 40 ) . 

24 . Following tho docision t~kon c~rly in 1941 
to form n Canadian armoured division, this brigade was 
reconst ituted nnd the 2nd Can~dinn Arnvurod Brigade 
authorized - uach with a. ho"\dqunrt ors o.nd throo arnourcd 
rogi.I:lonts (G . O. 79/41 , offoctivo 11 Fob 41) . Headquarters 
1st Canadian Arnoured Division and tho hondqunrters of' its 
supyort group were authorizod s omo two wooks lctor {G . O. 
88/41, of'fcctive 2? Fob 41) . Subsequently, tho dcsignaticn 
was changed to the 5th Can~dinn (Aroourod) Division 
{G . O. 135/41, effective 5 Jun ~l) . Bnsod on F . F .C. 35,** 
1 t YTas to consist of tho f'oll o\'1ing : 

*Light anti- aircrnf't ordnnncc worlc:shop sub- sections had 
been ropl~cod by light anti -aircraft rogirnont workshops , 
typos 11A11 or 11 BT1 , in Janunry 1943 . (G . O. 151/13) 

**Seo paragraph 6 . Tho standcrd f'crn"\tion of a British 
armoured division was be.sod on a nc"1 orgrmizntion decided 
upon in October 1940 (H . Q. S . 20- 4- 7 , vol 2 : W.O. letters 
20/RAC/74 {S .D. l) , 5 Oct and l? Nov 40) . 
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BEADQ.UARTERS : 
Headquarters of an a r nourcd division-><­

Er:iployment p l atoon 
Intolligenco s ection 

. Field security section 

ENGINEERS : 
1 Fiold park squadron 
2 Field squadrons 

SIGNALS: 
Armoured divisional signals 

ARMOURED CORPS : 
Armoured car rcgiI?lent 

SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT : 
Headquart ers armoured divisional R. C.A.S . C. 

2 Armoured brigade conp~nics 

1 Support gr oup ccnpany 
1 Troop carrying section 
1 Arnourcd divisional troops conpany 

MEDICAL : 
3 Light field ar.ibulancos 
1 Light f ield hygiene section 

ORDNANCE : 
1 Armoured divisional ordnnnco workshop 
1 Armoured divisional ordnnnco field pnrk 
1 Light aid de t a cbnont , typo 11 A11 

6 Light aid doto.chr.l.onts , typo 11 B11 

6 Light aid doto.chmonts , type 11 C11 

3 Light anti- o.ircrn.ft ordnance workshop sub - s ections 
1 Mobile bath unit 
1 Sal vo.ge unit 

PROVOST : 
Provost company 

POSTAL : 
Armoured divisional postal unit 

2 ARMOURED BRIGJtDES, c~ch with : 
Hoedqun.rtcrs ~rnourod brigndo* 

3 Arnoured regiments 
1 Motor battalion 

SUPPORT GROUP : 
Headquarters support group 

ARTILLERY : 
Field regiment - 24 guns 
Anti- tru1k r egiDent - 36 guns 
Light anti - a ircraft roginont - 36 guns 

INFANTRY : 
Inf a.ntry battalion 

(C . M. P . Q. :file l/Fornations/~/6 : 
Mono ontitlod "Appr oved Composi­
tion Cnnndio.n Cor ps" , undated) 

-~A headquarters s qundron vms includGd within the wnr 
establishment or headquarters . 
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25 . Soon aftor the arrival overseas of tho 
5th Cs.na.dian.Armoured Division, the 4th Division was 
converted in Canada to the 4th Canadian Armoured Division 
with a support group and two armoured brigades (G .O. 
132/42, effective 26 Jan 42) . The new standard formation of 
a Br itish armoured division set forth in F .F . C. 36* dif­
fered from the old organization only with respect t o the 
R.A. S. C., medical and ordnance c omponents . These were to 
be as follows : 

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT : 
Commander Armoured Divisional R.A.S . C. 

2 Armoured Brigade companies 
1 Support group company 
1 Armour ed divis ional troops company 

MEDICAL : 
2 Light field ambulances, class E 
1 Light field hygiene section 

ORDNANCE : 
1 Light aid detachment , type "A" 
6 Light aid detachments , type 11 B11 

6 Light aid detachments , type 11 C11 

2 Armoured brigade ordnance companies 
1 Support group ordnance company 
2 Light anti - aircraft battery workshop sub­

sections 

(C . M. R. Q. file l/Formations/4/ 
6 t F .F . C. 36 , part l , 14 Jan 
42) 

Both Canadian armoured formations adopted these modifications , 
although retaining three light field ambulances of the old 
type in l i eu of t he two light field ambulances introduced 
by the British (C . rd.H .Q. file l/Cdn Army/l : Proposed Com­
position Canadian Army (Field Force) in the United Kingdom, 
16 Jan 42) . 

26 . In May 1942 the British decided to 
reorganize their infantry and armoured divisions - the 
former to consi st of two infantry brigades and one tank 
brigade, the l atter one armoured and one infantry brigade 
(lorry borne) (C . M.H. Q. file 6/Brit Army/l : W. O. letter 
20/.RAC/120 (S .D. l) , 20 May 42) . Several defects in this 
organization appeared on Exercise 11 TIGER 11 , however , and 
it wa s not adopted by the Canadians (C . .M . H. Q. file 
l /Cdn Army/l : Tel 1998, McNaughton t o Stuart , 12 Jun 42) . 

27 . Nevertheless , after the arrival overseas 
of the 4th Canadian Armoured Division that summer , it \'fas 
agreed that there should be more infantry in an armoured 

*See paragraph 13 . 
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division (C . M. H. Q. file l/Cdn Arnry/l/2 : !.:inutes of meet­
ing held at H.Q. First Cdn Army, 22 Oct 42) . Various or­
ganizations were discussed, but , in view of tho shortage 
of manpower and shipping, t he decision was taken towards the 
ond of 1942 to reorganize the 4t'1 and 5th Canadian Armoured 
Divisions on the British modol of onv armoured and one 
infantry brigade {ibid : Tel GS 4122, McNaughton to 
Stuart , 21 Doc 42, and reply , Tel CGS 693 , 23 Doc 42) . 

28 . Tho reorgo.nization of the First Canadian 
Army, authorized as from 11 Jan 43, thoroforo gave each 
Canadian armoured division tho following composition : 

HEADQUARTER UNITS : 
Headquarters of an armoured division 

Support company 
Intelligence soction~f. 
Field security section 
Light aid dotachmont (B ) 

ARMOURED CORPS : 
Armoured reconnaissance regiment - L.A. D. (C) 
Headquarters armoured brigade 

3 Armoured rcgimvnts - L .A. D. (C) 
1 Motor battalion - L . A.D. (B) 

ARTILLERY : 
Hoadquat'tor s divisional artillery 

Field regiment ~ L .A.D. (B) 
Field regiment (S .P . ) - L .A. D. (D) 
Anti- tank regiment - L .A.D. (A) 
Light ant i -aircraft regiment 

Light n.nti- aircraft regiment wor kshop 

ENGINEERS : 
1 Field pP.rk squadron 
2 Field squadrons - L .A.D. (B) 

SIGNALS : 
Ar moured divisional signals - L .A. D. (B) 

Th"F ANTRY: 
Headquarters infantry brigade 

Support company 
Light aid dotachncnt (A) 

3 Infantry battalions 

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT : 
Headquart ers commandor armoured divisional R. C.A. S . C. 

MEDICAL : 

Ar moured divisional troops company 
Armc.ured brigade company 
Infantr y br igade company 

Li ght field ambulance 
Field ambulanco 
Field dressing station 
Field hygiene section 

~!Disbanded, e£foct1vo 14 Jnn 43 . (G . O. 284/43) 
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ORDNANCE ! 
Yoadqua.rtor s divisional R.E . M. E . -11 
Armoured brigade workshop 
Inf'antry brigade workshop 

POSTAL : 
Postal unit 

PROVOST.: 
Provost company 

(C .M. H. Q. Administrative Order 
No . 2, effective 11 Jan 43) 

29 . Subsequent changes in the Canadian ~rmoured 
divisions corresponded to those in tho infantry divisions 
discussed previously. -:..* On the ruvival of machine gun bat ­
talions , for example , the infantry brigade of eRch armoured 
division gained an independent machine gun company . (G . O. 
222/44, effective 24 Feb 44 , and G. O. 120/45, effective 1 Jul 
44) With respect to the R.C .A. S . C. there was a major 
difference , however , for on the abol ition of tho corps 
troops transport column early in 1944 e.n ~rr.ioured division­
al transport company was added to each armoured division . *{H~ 

In addition, the armoured brigade company wa s increased 
from four to five transport platoons and the infantry 
brigade co~pany of an armoured division was increased by 
one transport platoon. (C . M.H. Q. fil e l/Org RCASC/l : C. 
of S., C. rl . H. Q, , to G. O. C.-in- C., First Cdn Army, 29 Feb 44) 

30. During operations in Italy in the summer 
of 1944 it became apparent that t he offcctivoness of an 
armoured division could be doubled by ndding a socond 
infantry brigade in order to pr ovide necess~ry roliof . 
(C . M.H. Q. file l/Cdn Arrrry/1/5 : Note s on Rcorg - 5 Cdn 
Armd Div , by Lt - Gen Burns , 9 Jul 44) It was therefore 
recommended that tho 12th Canadian Infantry Brigade with 
certain ancillary units be authorized for the 5th Canadian 
Armoured Division, the three infantry battalions being 
obtained by converting a motor r egiment , n reconnaissance 
regiment , and a light anti - aircraft regiment and by 
r eallocating the armoured cnr regimen t of tho lst Canadian 
Corps to t he 1st Canadian Infantry Division (H . Q. S . 20- 1 1 
F .D. 308 : C. of S., C. M. H. Q. to C.G.S ., 1 Aug 44 - copy 
on C. M.H. Q. file l/Cdn Army/1/6) . This additional brigade 
existed only until tho 1st Canadian Corps rvachod North­
west Europe (G . O. 18/45, effective 13 Jul 44 , and G. O. 295/ 
45, effective 13 and 15 Mar 45) . 

* A special note stated that tho British R.E . M.E . organ­
ization, nomenclature and distribution of dutie s would be 
adopted, but that a separate R.E .M.E . Corps would not be 
created, personnel to recain R. C. O. C. 

~H*Seo paragraphs 17- 21 . 

~H!-~he former infantry divisional transport companies , 
on tho other hand, becrunc army troops . 
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31 . The auth orized composition of a Canadian 
armoured division at tho ond of hostilities in Europe i s 
given in Appendix 11 D11 to this Report . 

THE INDEPENDENT ARMOURED BRIGADE 

32 . On mobilization in 1939 tho C.A.S .F . had 
two army tank battalions , which the noxt yor.r were combined 
with two mochanizod cavalry regiments{~ to form the 1st 
Canadian Armoured Brigade (G . O. 253/40, offoctivo 13 Aug 
40) . Early in 1941, however , on tho organization of the 
5th Canadian Armoured Di vis ion Vli th its ti;10 arnoured 
brigades , the 1st Canadian Army ?P.nk Brigade was con­
stituted as a separate formation with a hondquart0rs and 
throe battalions (G . O. 79/41, offoctivo 11 Fob 41) . 
Al though it was assumed originally tha t tho role of those 
battalions would bo confined to closo co- oporntion with 
tho infantry, British exporioncc showed that an army 
tank brigade often hP_d to opcr P.te seni -indcp~ndc1tly . To 
meet this need new establishments intr oduced in June 
1941 pr ovidad brigade hoo.dquarters with a. fighting cle ­
ment and army tank bnttnlions and squadrons with close 
support tanks . (C .M.H. Q. file 5/Tk Bde/l : W. O. l etter 
79/Mobn/4496 (S . D. l) , 9 Jun 41) Tho 2nd Canadian 
Army Tank Brigade, sil?lilnrly organizod, w~s constituted 
early in 1942 on tho conversion of the 4th Division to 
armour (G . O. 132/42 , effective 26 Jan 42) . The battalions 
bocamo army tank r egiments in Mny 1942 {G . O. 302/4 2, effec ­
tive 15 May 42) . The 3rd Canadian Army Tank Brigade was 
created in the general roorg~nization of 194 3 but later 
that sareo year its headqua rters and throe surplus army 
tank regiments wero disbanded for reinforcements (G . O. 
223/43 , effe ctive l Jun 43 , and G. O. 89/44, offoctivo 
l Nov 43) . Meanwhile , the 1st and 2nd Army Tank Brigades 
had been redosignatod the 1st and 2nd Ar~oured Brigades , 
their ariey t ank r egil?lcnts boconing aruourcd rogirn.cnts 
(G . O. 88/44, effective 26 Aug and 22 Jul ·~3 r e spectively) . 
As thoy were equipped with the sa.r.10 typ~ of tank, they 
thus becOl!lO intorchc.ngoablc with tho n.rr:tourod brigados 
of divisions . *-~ (P . C. 67/621 of 2 Feb 44} . 

33 . Despite thcs~ ~~ny changes of nomuncl~turc , 

tho ba.sic organization rer.rainod practically constant -
a hoadqunrtors , throo r ogimonts , signals , and service 
units . The composition of onch indopondont nrmourod brig­
ade at the end of tho war is given in AppendiX 11 E11 to this 
Report . 

*Ono of tho latter was attached t o tho Brigade . Soo 
paragraph 23 of this Report . 

~~It should b o notod , hovrovor , that an indopondont 
armoured brigade did not hnvo in its basic organiz~tion 

a motor battnlion. 



- 17 -

THE INFANTRY (RIFLE) BATTALION 

34 . On mobilization in 1939 Canadian infantry 
(rifle) battalions adopted British war establishment 
II/1931/12B/3* published 6 Apr 38 with organization table 
of 6 Sep 39 . This provided for : 

Battalion headquarters 
Headquarter~-* company with 

signal , anti- aircraft, mortar, 
carrier, pioneer and adml.llis ­
trative platoons 

4 Ririe companies (each; 

Of !'rs 
4 
5 

Eleven platoons of the battalion - the anti -airc~aft , 

mortar, pioneer , and two placoons oer rifle company -
were led by Warrant Officers Class III , t he remainder 

O.R. 
43"" 
210 

97 (x4) 
641 

by suba lterns . A rifle company had three platoons each 
of three sections, a platoon having 29 other ranks , a 
section one corporal and seven privates . Battalions with 
Scottish or Irish affiliations were allowed six additional 
pipers . Due to differences in British and Canadian pay 
procedure , all Canadian battalions carried in addition a 
paymaster and his batman (C .A.R . Os . 36 and 366) . 

35 . In November 1939 each battalion recruited 
an infantry anti- tank platoon to be attached to it and 
wear its distinctive dress , but three months later such pla­
toons were concentrated and formed into a separate company 
for each brigade (W .D. , 1 Inf A. Tk Coy, JTovember 1939 -
February 1940) . 

36 . The initial campaign of the B.E .F . in France 
revealed that the infantry battalion required more men 11 for 
digging, for patrols and for holding long frontages at night 
and in conditions of poor visibility" . To meet this 
need the War Of.fico in March 1940 authorized an addi -
tional three men por rifle s ection and throe cooks per 
battalion, a totc.l of 111 O.R. (C .M.H. Q, file 5/In:f Bn/l : 
War Office letter 20/In:fantry/3120 (S . D. l(b)) , 4 Apr 40} 
Canadian authorities at one edoptod this British higher 
establishment II/l931/12F/l~k~* (G . O. 169/40, effective 
15 Mar 40) , 

*(E. S . ) 723 . 009 (Dl) contains a copy . 'l'his report does 
not deal ia detail with tho me.chine gun battalion nor the 
motor battalion. 

~~-Brit 1sh W. Es . uso the tern 11hcad1.unrter company11 , 

Canadian W. Es . 11hoadqut:?.rtor~ conpnn) 11
• 

*-~~~ copy of this W.E . and nll those r efurr ed to later in 
this section is found on C . J' . -- . Q. . file 5/Inr Bn/l, 1 / 2, B-.T'ld 
1/3. 
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37 . Shortly a.fterwards it was decided to 
replace all W. Os . III by subalterns , a step taken concur­
rently with the British (P . C. 29/2370 of 4 Jun 40, 
effective l May 40, and A.C.I . 804) . Including pay 
personnel , the Canadio.n infantry battalion nov1 had 
33 officers and 753 O. R . (C.M.H. Q. file 5/Inf Bn/l : 
C. M.H. Q. to H. Q. 2 Cdn Div, 17 Sep 40) . 

38. After a thorough study of the initial 
campaign in Franco, the War Office in October 1940 
decided to retain the basic organization of tho infantry 
battalion but to increase its 3 - in mortnrs and carriers , 
adding motorcycles to the carrier platoon (ibid : W. O. 
letter 20/Infy/3243 (S . D.l ) , 25 Oct 40) . To compensate 
for these incronscs it was lRter found necessary, in view 
of the shortage of manpower, to reduc~ the rifle section 
by one private ( i bid, 29 11ay 41) . Reorganization of British 
battalions on tho--noi W.E. II/1931/12F/2 was not authorized, 
however , until September 1941 {ibid, ll Sop 41) . Incorpor­
ating special adaptations , a Canadian equivalent based on 
prior information and identifiod as Cdn II/1940/12F/l al ­
ready had been introduced effoctive 1 Aug 41 (P . C. 77/ 
7841 of 9 Oct 41 and G. O. 228/41) . This provided for 32 
officers and 767 O. R . in tho battalion, oach rifle company 
having five officers and ll9 O.R., ench platoon one officer 
and 36 O.R. , ec.ch s ect ion one corporcl and nine privates . 

39 . To conform to British chnngcs such as the 
introduction of six 2 - pr anti - tank guns and four 20- mm 
anti - aircraft guns into the infantry batto.lion, a new W.E. 
Cdn II/1940/12F/2 was ado~t0d on 3 Sop 42 (P . C. 44/3723 
of 4 May 42 and G. O. 472/42) . This eliminated headquarters 
company by adding to battl'..lion !'loadquartors an l'dministra­
tive wing of throe platoons - signcl , anti -aircr~ft a_~d 

administr~tivo - and by crunting a support comp~ny of four 
platoons - carrier, mort~r, anti -t~nk, and pioneer . The 
medical officer a.nd tho paym!lstcr, formerly shorm as attach­
ed , vroro now included with th(; rogimcnto.l officers , as 
was a lioutonant R . C. Sigs t o command tho signal platoon. 
Again the infantry section was reduced by one privato . 
Tho tot nl strength of the battalion was now 37 officers and 
782 O.R. , each of the four riflo companies bnving five 
officers and 110 O.R. , ouch platoon ono officer and 33 
O.R ., onch section one corpor al and eight privates . 

40 . In January 1943, when tho entire First 
Canadian Army began an extensive r0organization to conform 
more closely to British waJ.' ostnblisbmonts , ..,'f there was 
published a new W.E . Cdn II/12F/3 (P . C. 2339 of 23 Mar 43 
and G. O. 144/43, effcctivo 1 Jan 43) . Th1s was authorized 
for 31 Can~di::m infp.ntry battalions in the Unitod Kingdom 
effective 31 J~n 43 (C .M.H. Q. Administrative Order No . 

ifSoe paragraph 16 of this Raport . 
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18, 27 Jan 43) , On the one hand it reint roduced a head­
quarters company to control t he signal and administr ative 
platoons end provided for tho lntur replacomont of 2- pr 
anti- tank guns by six 6 -prs ; on tho othc;r hand it e liminated 
the anti - aircraft plntoon o.nd reduced the rifle companies 
from four to three . Although th0 bQttalion t hus decreased 
in strength to 32 of~iccrs and 741 O. R. , each of tho three 
rifle companie s now had five officers and 142 O. R. , each 
platoon one officer nnd 44 O. R. One l~ncc -corporal was 
added to each s ection . Effective 15 Var 43 , t he reference 
number of the now W.E. was changed f r om Cdn II/12F/3 to 
Cdn II/233/1 (W .D., C. M.H. Q. (G . S . ) , ?f.arch 1943, Appx 75 : 
W.E . letter 77 , 12 Mar 4p) . 

41 . The fourth riflo company wns rointnoduced by 
the British in April 1943 (C .M.R. Q. f ile 6/Br Army/1/2 : 
W. O. letter 20/Inf'/3502 (S . D. l), 11 Apr 43) . This change 
was incorporated in a new W.E . Cdn II/233/ 2 dnted 27 Apr 
43 (G . O. 466/43) . Tho battalion strengt h thus increased 
to 37 officers and 811 O.R., although oach ri~lo company 
was reduced to five officers and 122 O.R., each platoon 
to one officer and 36 O.R . A section still had a corporal , 
lance- corporal , and eight privates . This new W.E . was 
immediately uuthorizod for the battalions of t he 1st 
Canadian Infantry Division, which had just received mob­
ilization orders *for the Sicilian invasion ((H . S . ) 212Cl . 
4 009 (D86) : C. M. H. Q. Mobilizntion Order No . 1 , 17 Apr 43, 
as am.ended) . Owing t o l11£lnpowor shortages , howover , tho 
remaining Canadian b~ttalions tomp -raril~ retained tho lowor 
establishment (C .M.P .Q. f i l o l/Org Inf'/l : Extract from 
memo re Army Comd •s Confcr onco , 8 Jun 43) . Eventually they 
wer e placed upon Cdn II/233/2 effective 1 Aug 43 (C . M. H. Q. 
Administrative Order No . 10? , 20 Jul 43) . 

42 . Within e. few days those battalions were 
again reorganized on a now W.E. Cdn II/233/3 effective 
5 Aug 43 (G . O. 466/43 and C. M.H. Q. Administra tive Ordor 
No . 119, 7 Aug 43) . It ma de no changes in bnsic organization 
and strength (37 officers and 811 O.R. ) , but provided for 
all four rifle company connnanders to be majors (C .A . O.R. O. 
4273 , 12 Fob 44) . Although battalions in the Mediterranean 
theatro did not convert t o this 11ew W.E . until February 
1944 , they wore alloV1od to ndopt the s2.mo effective date 
(5 Aug 43) as for tho others and thus prot ect t he seniority 

*In the C~nadian sonso of tho term, uni ts were 11mob ­
ilized11 on being f ormed or created by Order - in- Council . In 
the British s cnso , however , tho 11mobiliza ti on" of a unit 
is the process of completing it in all respects by a de­
finite date by virtue of its ho.ving been given nn over ­
riding priority . (( li . S . ) 2l2Cl . 4009 (D86 ) : Memo on 
Mobilization, 7 Apr 43) Thorof oro Canadian units, although 
mobilized in Cannda or in somo instances over seas , r eceiv ed 
specific 11mobilizntion orders" prior to leaving the United 
Kingdom. 
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and pensions of personnel a.ffoctcd (C . M.H. Q. Administr at­
ivo Order No . 29, 26 Fob 44 ; soo also C.l: . H. Q. file 
5/I nf' Bn/1/2 : Tel ACG 1554, Fl ambo to C~nmilitry, 30 Dec 43) . 

43 . Incorporc.'ting numer ous minor runondments , 
a new W. E. Cdn II/233/4 w~s authorizod ffoctive 15 Aµg 44 
(G . O. 553/44) . Again it brought no ch~nge in basic or n ­
i zation nor in strength, apa.rt f'rom a note which pr ovided 
for an ri.dditional f our privc.tos (one dri-.ror r .c . per 
rifle company ) when tho battalion fcrmcd part of an 
armoured division . An Ell:lcndm0nt of Suptvmber 19~4, 

however, added n Scout officer plus his b~tman, t hus 
increasing tho strength of a norr.ial battalion to 38 
officers and 812 O.R. (C . : . . H.Q. filu 5/Inf Bn/1/3 : 
Ar.tendment P.o . 4, effective 30 Sep ~4) . 

44 . This W. E . Cdn II/233/~ w~s still in force 
'at the ond of the war . A Cancdie.n inf'o.ntry (rifle) 
battalion then consisted of : 

Battalion hcAdqunrtors 
Hea dquarters company with 

signals nnd administr ative 
platoons 

Support company with 
mortar , carrier , anti - tank 
and pioneer plntoons 

4 rifle companies (each) 

Off rs 
6 
5 

7 

5 
38 

O. R. 
54 

94 

184 

120 (x4) 
~ 

Each riflo c ompany hnd throo platoons of ono officer 
and 36 O.R., cRch platoon throe sections of a corporal , 
lance - corporal , and oight p r ivates . 

THE ARMOURED REGIMEiT, C.A.O. 

45 . On the Canad inn Armoured Corps being 
named a Corps of the Acti vc Mill tic in Au£Ust 19~0, ·:t­
uni ts converted to armourc.d r 1.;gil:0nt s in tho now corps 
woro t o adopt British ~ .E . I/1931/5~/l~P~. This provided for : 

·:fSoo paragraph 23 of this Roport . 

*"~All W. Es . r eforr od t o in this section ~uy be round 
on C. M. H. Q. file 5/Arrnd Rogt/l end /1/2 . The r eport does 
not discuss tho ~ .Es . for an nroy tank bettnlion or 
r egiment , which a.ro f ound on C. M. H. Q. filo 5/Tk Regt/l . 
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Of f rs O. R. A.F .Vs . 
Regimental headquarters 5 12 4 cruiser tks 
Hoadqllflrter squa dron with 5 120 

interco!!lrlunication nnd 10 scout cars 
administrative troops 

3 Squadrons (each) ? 138 14 cruiser tks 
2 close support 

cruiser tks 3r "54b" 

Each squadron had two cruiser tanks e.nd two cl ose support 
cruise r tanks in its hoadqunrtcrs and coraprised four 
t r oops , each of throe cruiser tanks . An amendment dated 
18 Nov 40 stated t hat the armoured fighting vehicl e s 
would vary in type and might c onsist of a c ombination 
of various marks of t anks • 

46 . For the armoured regiment C.A. C. this 
British W.E . was superseded by Cdn I/19~0/5E/l effective 
30 Sep 41 (P . C. 42/8600 of 5 Hov 41 and G. O. 255/41) . 
Although tho basic organization and allotment of t anks 
relll!l.inod unchanged, there wns o.n incrensc;, of two other 
r anks in the r egimental strangth. In addition, provision 
was made .for an attached paymaster, medical of'fice r , and 
two R. C. O. C. armourers . Amondr.lcnt Mo . 2 , effectiv e 1 Apr 
42, allowed armoured r egiments equipped with five• man 
t anks an increment of 55 O.R. (G . O. 217/42) . 

47 . As part of tho r oorgnnizo.tion of t he First 
Canadian Army to con.form t o British establishments , a 
now W. E. Cdn I/5E/2 was o.uthorizod on 1 Jan 43 (P.C . 
60/2993 of 13 Apr 43 and G. O. 168/13) . Six Canadian 
armoured r egiments in the United Ki ngdon adopted this 
now W .E . effective 31 Jan 43 (C . M. H. Q. Adlninistrativo 
Ordor No . 21 , 29 Jan 43) . Ariong other changes it provided 
regimental hendquart ors with one command t ank and eleven 
cruiser tanks , eight t o be nnti -nircru~ t~ks i:f available . 
It also added t o headquarters squadron a r econnaissance 
troop with ten universal c~rriors o.nd delet ed one sc• ut 
car from the intorco:r:ununication troop . Each 0f the three 
squadrons gained a fifth troop of thre~ cruiser tanks . 
The regiment now bnd nine scout cars , one c o:ar:and tank, and 
68 cruise r tanks . Including tho pny~mstcr and ~edicel 
officor , its strength increased t 0 37 officers and 646 O.R. 
In addition, armoured roginonts equippod with fiv~-m!".n tanks 
were all owed an incr cncnt of 6'~ O. R. , tr-os e with six-man 
t anks 125 O.R. , and t hose with seven- r.ian tanks 189 O.R. 
Effect ive 15 Mar 43 , the refuronco nur..ber of this new 
W . E . was ch:mged :from Cdn l/5E/2 tc Cdn II/151/1 (W .D. , 
C. M. H.Q. (G . S.) , Mnrch 19~3 , Appx 75 : W. E . l etter 77 , 
12 Mar 43 ) . Amendment No . 1 authorized onu r e covery tank 
with three tra.dus?'1on for each of tho throe squadron 
headquarters and n further eight troopers for rogll:iental 
hendquart ors (G . O. 308/43, effective 8 May 43) . 

48 . Shortly nftorwards this ',"/ .E . was r ewritten 
as Cdn II/151/2 (G. O. 422/43, effectivo 29 tiay 43) . The 
incre~ent f or fivo -rnan cruws wns now incorpor~ted L~ the 
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basic establishl!lent , which thus provided for a total of 37 
officers and 727 O.R . If oquipp~d with six-rnan tanks 
regiments wore still allowed a.n incrcnent of 125 O.R., 
if with sovon- rnan tanks 189 O.R. This ~ .E . also embodied 
a new policy regarding trc.dosnon in A .F . V . crows . 

49 , Ef'fectivc 12 J°r ... '1 ···; , q_ no'\7 "! .E . Cdn 
II/151/3 was author~zod f or ~r~ourcd r0gir.1~nts C.A. C. * 
(G . O. 346/44) . This TI .E . r educed thu nUI!lbor of A.F .Vs . 
in rogimontal headquarters t o f our cruiser tanks . In 
headquarters squadron it roplacud tho ton un.vorsal 
carriers by oloven light tanks fer the reconnaissance 
troop and in~roducod a troop of six anti -aircra!t tanks . 
To each o~ the three squadrons it added an administrative 
troop . The regimental strength thus was increased to 
38 officers and 657 O. R. As the Sherman tank with a 
crew of five bad become standard, the provision for 
increments to allow for six- man or seven-~an tanks was 
removed . An armoured regiment now had nine scout cars , 
six anti- aircraf't tanks , 61 cruiser tanks , eleven light 
tanks and three recovery tanks . Due to the favourable 
air situation whi ch developed in both Italy and North-
west Europe , the anti - aircraft troop with its six A.A. 
tank s was later deleted in favour of seven armoured tracked 
vehicles for the carriage of ammunition to replenish tanks in 
f orward areas during an action . A saving of one officer 
and nine O. R. per armoured regiment resulted . (G . O. 61/45, 
Amendment No . 10, effective 15 Oct 44 . See also C. M. H.Q. 
file 5/Armd Regt/1/2 : G. S . Submission No . 328, 27 Nov 44) 

50. Incorporating eleven amendments to the 
former W.E., Cdn II/151/4 was authorized effective 30 
Nov 44 (G . O. 61/45) . Including three further amendments , 
this was the W.E. for an armoured regiment C. A. C. at the 
end of the Second World War . It provjded for : 

Offrs 
5 
9 

0 . R . 
-n-

172 

A .F . Vs . 
4 cruiser tks Regimental headquarters 

Headquarters squadron with 
reconnaissance , 
intercommunication, and 
administrative troops 

11 light tks 
9 scout cars 

3 Squadrons (each) 153 19 cruiser tks 
l recovery tk 

647 

A squadron consisted of squadron hoadquartors with four 

~-The armoured rogicents of the 1st Canadian Armoured 
Brigade , which had operated in Italy on a special British 
W . E . lmown as VI/560/'4, an artnourcd regi.ncnt , Middle East , 
did not adopt Cdn II/151/3 until l Apr 44 (C .r: .H.Q. 
Administrative Order No . 84, 15 May 44 . For relevant 
documents sec C. M. H.Q. file l/Org CAC/1/2) 
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cruiser tanks and one r ecovery tank, an administrative 
troop, and five troops of three cruise r tanks each. In 
addition, each squadron headquarters had two tracked 
armoured arranunition carriers and headquarters squadron 
had one (these vehicles having been shown formerly as command 
tanks) . 

THE FIELD REGIMENT , C.A. C. 

51 . The artillery of the C.A. S . F . was 
mobilized initially on the old organization of three 
field bri$ades per division* (G . O. 135/39) . British 
W.E . III/1931/9/5~'"* dated April 1937 provided for a 
divisional field brigade to have : 

Brigade headquarters 
3 Batteries (18 -pr) (each) 
1 Battery (4. 5- in howitzer) 

Of .frs 
4 
6 
6 

28 

O. R . 
43 
137 
138 
592 

Armament 

6 guns (x3) 
6 howitzers 

A battery had throe sections, each of two towed guns or 
·howitzers . A field brigade therefore had a total of 18 
guns and six howitzers , a division 54 guns and 18 howitzers , 
all towed by light dragons or six-wht"Joled artillery tractors . 

52 . The Br itish Army had already set about 
replac i ng field brigades by field regiments of artill e r y . 
To avoid changing horses in mid - stream, however , the 
Canadian authorities decided to send the artillery of 
the 1st Division overseas "organized in field brigades 
for conversion to regiments on arrival" . (C . r·~ .F . Q . file 
l/Div/l : Tel 471 , Extornnl to Dominion, 26 Oct 39) The 
ae tual change - over took place soon after they roached 
England, tho f ield brigades of the 2nd Division being 
converted later just prior to leaving Canada (G . Os . 
44 and 123/40, effective 21 Due 39 and 1 Jun 40) . 

53 . Under tho no~ organization, British W.E . 
II/1931/7A/2~-* of Juno 1939, a field r~giment comprised : 

.wrhis section docs not attempt to discuss the 
organization of artillery units allotted to corps or army . 
In many cases they difforod considerably according to 
their armament , in others they were similar to the 
.field regiment of a division but bore a different number . 

**(H . S . ) 723 . 009 (Dl) con tel.ins a copy. 
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Regimental headquarters 
2 Batteries (25-pr) (each) 

Off rs 
5 

11 
w-

O. R. 
"""43 
256 
~ 

Arm.ament 

12 guns (x2) 
24 guns 

Normally, each batter y had three troops , each troop two 
sections , each section two 25-pr towed guns or a total of 
four guns per troop, 12 por battory, 24 por regiment . 
Alternatively, each battory could have tqo troops of four 
18-p r guns each and one troop of four .J: . 5- in howitzers . 
Some time elapsed, however, boforc tho 1st Division was 
able to replace with 25- poundors tho 18-poundors of 
First World War type which thoy took ovorsoas , while the 
2nd Division bad to mako do with obsolescent 75 -rnm pieces 
until September 1 941 (Stacey, Col C. P . , Tho Canadian 
Army (King r s Print or, Otta1.vn) , pp 7 nnd 32) • 

54 . Meanwhile , tho organization of a ~ield 
r egiment underwent considorablo changes based upon tho 
r oconnnendation of tho Bartholomew Cor.unitteo~- that there 
be a closer affiliation of artillery ~o infantry brigades . 
By Octobor 1940 the British hll.d produced a now VI . E . but 
tentatively dolayod formal npprovnl whilo tho Finch 
Committee*-~ studied a possible roduction of personnel and 
transport . (C .M. H. Q. file 5/Fd Arty/l : Montague to Secty 
D. N. D.,· 15 Oct 40) At the roquost of Lt - Gen McNaughton, 
however, it became authorized ns an interir.1 est~blishment 
f or a field regiment , R.C.A. , offoctivo 1 Nov 40 . As 
such it was identified as Cdn II/1940/7A/l . -ii-·:Hi- ( "P . O . 24/1327 
of 22 Fob 41 and G. O. 51/41) Ench of tho fiold l'Cgimcnts 
affected was extens i vely reorganized into three batteries , 
each of two troops of two sections , each section having 
two 25- pr towed guns . This bRsic organization proved 
t o bo most satisf'actory and was not chnngod again. 
The now field regiment thus hnd 24 towod 25-pr guns , manned 
by 39 officers and 626 O. R., with o. subaltern replacing 
the w.o. III formerly allottod to each troop . 

55 . As soon as the new British establishment 
for a field regiment, R .A., bccar.10 f1nn , the interin 
Co.nadian W.E. was replaced by Cdn II/1940/?A/2**"~ ef'f'ective 
l Jun 41 . · (P . C. 58/4840 of 3 Jul •.1:1 and CL O. 14'1/~l) 
This provided f'or : 

Reginental headquarters 
3 Batteries (each) 

Offrs 
6 

10 
36 

*See paragraph 5 of this Report . 

**See paragraph 7 . 

O.R . 
56 
194 
~ 

~h.'Yf-0 . M .H . Q . file 5li4'd Arty/}- contains n copy . 

Arl:la!!lent 

8 guns (x3) 
~II 
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After the r eorganizat i on of oarly 1943, its ident ification 
number cba.nsed f r om Cdn I I/7A/2 t c ~dn II/17~/l effective 
15 Mar 43 {W . D., C.M.H.Q. (G .S . ), March 1940, Appx ?5 : 
W.E. l etter 77 , 12 Mar 43) . 

56. Effective 29 Jul 43 , this W.E. for a field 
regiment in an infantry division was r eplaced by Cdn 
II/187/l* (G.O . 422/43) . By including the medical of~icer 
and paymaster , formerly shorm as attachod, tho str ength of 
the r e giment increased t o 38 of~icers and 638 O.R. 

57 . Meanwhile , t he W.E . of a ~ield rogimont in 
an armoured division, although aimost identical t o Cdn II/ 
1940/?A/2, had boon numbcr 0d Cdn I/1940/6A/l and late r 
r enumber ed Cdn II/172/1 offnctivo 15 h1iar 43 (W .E. l otter 
77 , EE cit) . On 29 Jul 43 it was superseded by Cdn 
II/172/ 2** (G . O. 422/43) . As in the case of a field 
r egiment in an infantry division, ther e were 38 officers 
and 638 O.R. manning 24 t owed 25- p r guns . 

58 . Effective 18 Mar 44 bo~h Cdn II/172/2 and 
Cdn II/187/1 woro superseded by a single W.E. Cdn 
II/190B/ l ,-H* which provided f or a f ield regiment in an 
armoured or infantry division (G . O. 346/44) . It 
r e t ained the basic organization of 38 officers and 638 
O.R . manning 24 t owed 25-pr gtms but a dded eight 20-mm guns . 

59 . After no l ess than e i ght amendments , one 
of which dolet&d the oifY!:t 20- nnn guns , t h is W.E . was 
rewritten as Cdn II/190B/2·:HH:- effect i v e 26 Dec 44 (G. O. 
148/45) . With minor amendments , this was the establishment 
in f orce f or a field regiment , R. C.A., in an armoured 
division or rui infantry division at the end of the war . 
It pr ovided f or : 

Offrs 
Regimental headquart er s 8 

3 Batt erie s (each ) 10 
38 

O.R. 
56 

192 
~ 

Armament 

8 guns (x3) 
'24 guns 

A batter y sti ll had two troops , n t r oop two sections , 
a section two 25- pr t owed guns . 

{l{) .M.H.Q • file 5/Fd Regt/l cont ains a c opy . 

**C . M.H.Q. file 5/Fd Regt Armd/l contains n copy . 

*~~ .M .H . Q . file 5/Fd Rcgt Armd & Inf/l contains a copy. 
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.60 . While an inf~ntry division had three such 
regiments , an ar mourod division had but one field regiment 
of towed guns and one field (self-propoll od) regiment 
manning twenty- four 25-pr S . P . guns on a RAl.[ chassis • .o;f 

At the ond of tho war the field (S . P . ) r egiment in each 
of the armoured divisions was operating on \7 .E . Cdn 
II/190A/3*-~ (G . O. 219/45 , effective 15 Apr 45) . This 
provided for : 

Regiment a l headquarter s 
3 Batteries (each) 

Off r s 
9 

10 
39 

O. R. sr 
183 
sro-

Armament 

8 guns (x3) 
24guns 

As in a field r ogimont with towed guns , a battery had 
two troops each of two sections each with two 25-pr S . P . 
guns . In addition, the field (S . P . ) regiment had eight 
20- nun guns . 

CONCLUSION 

61 . This r eport was written by Major R. B. 
Oglesby, R. C.A. s . c . 

C?ezt.~_L.___rd, ~~ 
~-- (C . P . ~oy)*1o$1 · 7 . · Director 

Historical Se ction (G . S. ) 

-:muring operations in Italy, 8 Fd (S . P . } Regt, R. C.A., 
which sorvod with the 5th Canadian Ar~ourod Division, had 
105- mm _guns in lieu of 25- pr RAMS and adopted W.E. Cdn 
II/189/1, later Cdn II/189/2 (Seo C.M.H. Q. file 5/Fd 
Rcgt 105 Armd/l) 

~-:t-C . M .H . Q. f'ile 5/Fd R 190A/l contains a copy . 



APPENDIX 111\! 
to Report No . 57 

COMPOSITION OF h. DIVISION' 

ON MOBILI~TION 

1 Sep 39 

British W.E. Offrs O.R. 

HEADQUARTERS: 
Headquarters of a division II/1931/1/2 

CAVALRY: 
Divisional cavalry regiment II/1931/6/2 

ARTILLERY: 
H •. Q. •. divisional artillery II/1931/3A/2 

3 Field brigades , each withIII/1931/9/3 
Headquarters 

3 Batteries (18- pr) 
1 Battery (4 . 5- in how) 

1 Anti - tank regiment II/1931/7/3 

ENGINEERS : 
H. Q, . divisional engineers 

· 1 Divisi onal field park 
company 

3 Field companies 

SIGNALS : 
Divisional signals 

I NFANTRY: 

II/1931/4/2 

II/ 1931/9/4 
II/1931/ lOA/2 

II/ 1931/11/4 

3 Infantr y br igades , each wi th 
Brigade headquarters I I /1931/2/4 

3 Infantr y(rifle)battalionsII/1931/12B/3 
1 Machi ne gun battalion I I /1931/12C/2 

ARMY SERVICE CORPS : 
H. Q.. divisional R.A.s .c . 

MEDICALS: 

Am.munition company 
Petr ol company 
Supply column 

3 Field ambulances 
1 Field hygi ene section 

MISCET.I.ANEOUS : 
Provost company . 
Divisional postal unit 
Employment platoon 

II/1931/5/2 
II/1931/13/3 
II/1931/13A/2 
II/1931/1.5/3 

II/1931/16/2 
II/1931/17/1 

I I /1931/20/4 
II/1931/21/2 
II/1931/25/1 

TOTAL PER INFANTRY DIVISION: 

18 

21 

6 
28 

11 

6 

3 
5 

18 

9 
21 
20 

6 
10 

7 
1.5 

10 
1 

1 
1 

120 

415 

24 
592(x3) 

524 

31 

1.53 
237(x3) 

472 

56(x3) 
64l(x9 ) 
653 (x3) 

29 
378 
292 
439 

165(x3) 
23 

105 
24 
34 

.53.5 13,941 

((H . ~.) 723 . 009(Dl) contains a copy of 
each of these war establishments) 



JU>PENDIX "B" 
to Report No . 57 

COMPARATIVE LAYOUT OF BRITISH DIVISIONS 

October 1942 

DETAIL ARMOURED DIVISION DIVISION INFANTRY DIVISION ---- ________ __ , ___ _ - ----- -----

Bdes 

Armd 
corps 

Engrs 

. 

H. Q.. Armd Div 
L .A. D. Type B 
Armd Div Sp Coy 
Armd Div Sec Int Corps 
Armd Div F .S. Sec 

H. Q.. Armd Bde 
THREE Armd Regts 
THREE L.A.Ds . Type C 
Motor Bn 
L. A.D. Type B 

H. Q. Inf Bde 
L.A. D. Type A 
Inf Bde Sp Coy 
THREE Inf Bns 

Armd C. Regt 
L. A. D, Type A 

H. Q. Armd Div R .A , 
TWO Fd Regts 
TWO L. A.Ds. Type B 
A Tk Regt 
L.A.D. Type A 
Lt A.A. Regt 
Lt A.A. Regt Wksp 

Fd Pk Sqn 
L. A. D, Type B 
TWO Fd Sqns 

Armd Div Sigs 
L.A.D. Type B 

t 

.

1 

H . Q. . Div 
Div Sp Coy 

, Div Sec Int Corps 
: Div F . S. Sec 
i 
I 

I 

I H. Q. Tk Bde 

H.Q. Div 
Div Sp Coy 
Div Sec Int Corps 
Div F .S. Sec 

' THREE Tk Bns I THREE L.A. Ds . Type C 

H. Q. I nf Bdo 
L. A.D. Type A 
Inf Bde Sp Coy 
THREE Inf Bns I 

I 
1 H. Q.. Inf Bde 
1 L. A. D. Type A 

I 
Inf Bde Sp Coy 
THREE Int' Bns 

l 

1

1 H. Q, . Inf Bde 
L. A. D, Type A 

I Inf Bde Sp Coy 
: THREE Inf Bns 

i 

I H. Q. Div R. A. 
THREE Fd Regts 
THREE L.A.Ds . Type 
A Tk Regt 
L.A.D. Type A 
Lt A . A . Regt 
Lt a .A. Regt Wksp 

H. Q. . Div R.E. 
Fd l?k Coy 
L.A.D. Type B 
THREE Fd Coys 

Div Slgs 
L. A. D. Type B 

H. Q. Inf Bde 
L. A. D. Type A 
Inf Bde Sp Coy 
THREE Inf Bns 

I 
I 
I 

I 

H. Q. . In~ Bde 
L.A. D. Type A 
Inf Bde Sp Coy 
THREE Inf Bns 

'jH. Q, . Div R . A. 
THREE Fd Regts 

B THREE L. A. Ds. fyp3 :0 
j A Tk Regt 
I L.A. D. Type A 
I Lt A. A. Regt 
I Lt A . A . Regt Wksp 
I 

H. Q.. Div R.E . 
Fd Pk Coy 
L . A. D. Type B 
'ffiREE Fd Coys 

Dtv Sigs 
L. A. D. Type B 
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- -------·- - ------·- ··--- - --··- --- - - ---
DETAIL , ARMOURED DIVISION . DIVISION INFA.NTRY DIVISION 

---·---·--1- - - --- 1-·· - . 
I I 

Reece 
Corps 

S T 

Med 

Wks ps ' 

Pr o 

Postal 

H. Q. lU'md Div R.A. s .c . 
Armd Bde Coy 
I nf Bde Coy 
Armd Di v Tps Coy 

Lt Fd Amb 
Fd Amb 
F . D. S. 
Fd Hyg Sec 

H. Q. Armd Div R.E.M.E. 
Armd Bde Wksp 
I nf' Bde Wksp 

Armd Div Pro Coy 

Armd Div Postal Unit 

Reec e Regt 
L.A. D. Type B 

Reece Regt 
L. A. D. Type B 

E. Q. Div R.ft . s . c . lH .Q. Div R.A. s .c . 
Tk Bde Coy 

1 
TEREE Inf Bde Coys 

TWO Inf Bde Coys 1 Div Tps Coy 
Div Tps Coy 

T\'/O Fd Ambs 
TWO F . D. Ss . 
Fd Hyg Sec 

THREE Fd ttmbs 
TWO F . D.Ss . 
Fd Hyg Sec 

H. Q. Div R.E.M.E . 'H . Q. ~iv R.E.M.E. 
Tk Bde Hksp THREE Inf Bde Hksps 
TWO Inf Bde Wksps 

Div Pr o Coy 

Div Postal Unit 

i 
I 
I 

Div Pro Coy 

Div Postal Unit 

(C.M. H. Q. file 6/Br Arm.y/l: 
Appx to W.O. l etter 20/Gen/6059 
{S . D. l) , 1 Oct 42) 



ru>PENDIX "C" 
to Report No . 5'7 

AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF AN 

INFANTRY DIVISION 

31 May 45 

Cdn W.E. Offrs O.R. 

BEAD9,UARTERS: 
Divisional headquarters 

Increment ' a' 

ARMOURED COR?S: 
Reconnaissance r egiment 

ARTILLERY: 
Headquarters, R. C.A. 

3 Field regiments (each) 
IIeadquarters 

3 Batteries (25-pr) 
1 H . ~ . anti- tank regiment 

Increment 'A' 
3 Anti - tank batteries 
1 Anti- tank battery 

1 H . ~ . light anti - aircraft 
regiment 

3 L.A.A. batteries 

1 C.M. O. staff (A) 

ENGINEERS: 
Headquarters , R. C. E. 

SIGNALS: 

1 Field park company 
1 Bridge platoon 
3 Field companies 

Divisional signals 

II/116/3 

II/251/3 

II/117/4 
II/190B/2 

II/181/3 

II/186E/l 
II/186F/l 

II/179/3 
II/180A/l 

II/150A/3 

II/118/3 
II/195/3 
II/196/2 
II/194/4 

II/219/1 

INFANTRY : 
Machine gun battalion II/240/2 
Defence and employment platoon II/146/2 

3 Infantry brigades (each) 
Headquarters II/141/3 

Ground defence platoon II/148/2 
3 Infantry battalions II/233/4 

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT: 
H. fit. R. C . A . s .c . 

MEDICAL: 

3 Infantry brigade compan­
ies (2 tpt pls each) 

l Divisional troops company 
(2 tpt pls) 

3 Field ambul ances 
2 Field dressing stations 
l Field hygiene section 

ORDNANCE : 
Ordnance field park 

II/261/2 

II/298/2 
II/297/2 
II/299/3 

III/290/2 

38 
2 

40 

43 

10 
38 

7 
1 
7 

ilo 
7 
2. 

34 
5 

7 
4 
1 
7 

29 

37 
l 

18 

38 

10 

9 

9 

12 
6 
2 

· 2 

777 

31 
632 (x3) 

54 
2 

142 (x3) 
144 
b2b 

41 
170 (x3) 
551 
43 

27 
112 

40 
249 (x3) 

714 

701 
60 

52 (x3) 
27 (x3) 

812 (x9) 

35 

308 ( x3) 

291 

230 (x3) 
89 ( x2) 
27 

78 
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ELECTRICAL AND MECHRNICAL ENGINEERS : 
H. Q. R. C.E .M. E. 

Increment 'A' 
3 Infantry brigade workshops 
1 L.A.A. Workshop (A} 
4 Light aid detachments 
6 Light aid detachments 
1 Light aid detachment 

POSTAL: 
Divisional postal unit 

Increment 'A' 

PROVOST: 
Provost company 

INTELLIGENCE : 
Field security 

Increment 
section 
'A' 

* TOTALS 

(A) 
(B) 
(D) 

Cdn W.E. 

II/50/3 

II/339/5 
II/51/3 
II/317/4 
II/317/4 
II/340A/5 

II/207/3 

II/341/3 

II/359/4 

1st Canadian Infantry Division 

2nd Canadian Infantry Division 

3rd Canadian Infantry Division 

Off rs O.R. 

5 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

917 

917 

917 

17 

184 (x3) 
28 
15 ( x4) 
13 (x6) 
46 

21 
..2 
24 

112 

12 
1 

13 

17 ,158 

17 , 176 

17,1?6 

INFANTRY DIVISIONAL INCREMENTS TO CORPS TROOPS 

ORDNANCE : 

PAY: 

I.nf'antry ordnance sub park III/289/1 
Mobile laundry and bath unit(B) III/293/2 

Increment ' A' 

Field cash off ice III/57A/3 

* TOTAL DIVISIONhl. INCREMENTS 

1st Canadian Infantry Division 

2nd Canadian Infantry Division 

3rd Canadian Infantry Division 

4 
3 

2 

9 

9 

9 

130 
63 
? 

5 

205 

215 

215 

(C .n .O.R. o . 5941, 4 Jul 45 , 
Schedule 11 A11 , as at 31 May 
45) 

*Differences are accounted for by battalions with Scottish 
or Irish affiliations and by variations in increments . The detail 
above describes the units and increments of the 1st Canadian 
Infantry Division. 



AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF .nN 

.tillMOURED DIVISION 

31 May 45 

Cdn W. E. 

HEADQUARTERS: 
Divisional headquarters II/100/3 

Ad.mini strati ve group 
lncrement 

Increment ' D' 

ARMOURED CORPS: 
Armour ed reconnaissance 

regiment II/151/4 
Headquarters, ar moured brigade II/101/4 

3 Armoured regiments II/151/4 

ARTILLERY: 
Headquarters , R.C.A. II/104/3 

Field regiment I I /190B/2 
Field r egi ment ~s.P . ) II/190A/3 
Headquarters anti- tank 

r egiment II/181/3 
Increment 'A' 
Increment ' B' 

2 Anti- tank batteries II/188/3 
2 Ant i - tank batteries II/188/3 

Headquarters light anti-
aircraft r egiment II/179/3 

3 L. A.A. batteries II/180a/1 

APPENDIX " D" 
to Report No . 57 

Off rs O. R. 

47 242 

2 6 
-2. -1.. 
52 251 

38 647 
23 99 
38 647 (x3) 

13 38 
38 632 
39 610 

7 54 
1 2 
1 1 
7 169 ( x2) 

....1 ill (x2) 
37 741 

7 41 
...:1.. 170 (x3) 
34 551 

Counter mortar officer ' s staff (B)II/150B/3 4 31 
ENGINEERS: 

Field park squadron II/195/3 4 112 
Br idge troop II/196/2 1 40 

2 Field squadr ons II/194/4 7 249 (x2) 
2 Increments 1A ' 9 (x2) 

SIGNALS: 
armoured divisional signals II/213/1 26 697 

INFANTRY: 
Headquarters , infantry brigade II/141/3 18 52 

Increment ' .h. ' 1 1 
Independent machine gun 

II/239/2 202 company 9 
Ground defence platoon II/148/2 27 

3 Infantry battalions II/233/4 38 816 (x3) 
1 Motor battalion II/231/3 36 815 

SUPPLY .ti.ND TR.n.:NSPORT: 
H. Q. . R.c.h. s .c. II/261/2 10 35 

Armoured brigade company 14 530 
(five transport platoons) 

369 Infantry brigade company 11 
(three transport platoons) 

450 Armoured divisional troo)s 13 
company (four platoons 

359 .rl..I'moured divisional transyort 10 
company (three platoons 



MEDICAL: 
Light field 8..!Ilbulance 
Field ambulance 
Field dressing station 
Field hygiene section 

ORDNaNCE: 

- 2 -

Armoured divisional ordnance 
field park 

ELECTRICAL AfID MECfuiliICAL ENGINEERS: 
H. Q. R.C.E.M.E. 

POSTAL: 

Increment 'A' 
Armoured brigade workshop 
Infantry brigade workshop* 
L.A.a . Workshop (A) 
Light aid detachment (A) 

5 Light aid detachments (B) 
4 Light aid detachments (C) 

4 Increments'A' 
Light aid detachment (D) 
Light aid detachment (D) 

Divisional postal unit 

PROVOST: 
Provost company 

INTELLIGENCE: 
Field security section 

Increment 'A' 
MISCELLANEOUS: 

Employment platoon 

TOTALS** 

Cdn W.E. 

II/291/3 
II/298/2 

III/47A/2 
II/299/3 

III/290/2 

II/50/3 

II/338/5 
II/339/5 
II/51/3 
II/317/4 
II/317/4 
II/340/4 

II/340A/5 
II/340A/5 

II/207/3 

II/341/3 

II/359/4 

II/103/l 

4th Canadian Armoured Division 

5th Canadian Armoured Division 

Offrs O.R. 

9 180 
12 230 
6 89 
2 27 

2 

5 
1 
8 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

3 

1 

66 

17 

277 
184 

28 
15 
13 (x5) 
24 (x4) 

1 (x4) 
37 
42 

21 

112 

12 
1 

34 

742 13 , 837 

748 14 , 033 

ARMOURED DIVISIONaL INCREMENI'S 'ID CORPS TROOPS 

ORDNANCE: 

PAY: 

Armoured ordnance sub park III/289/2 
Mobile laundry and bath unit(B)III/293/2 

Increment t a t 

Increment 'B' 

Field cash office III/57A/3 

"'* TOTnL DIVISIONAL INCREI.:ENTS 

4th Canadian Armoured Division 

5th Canadian Armoured Division 

4 
3 

2 

9 

9 

123 
63 

7 
10 

5 

208 

198 

(C . A.O. R.O. 5941 , 4 Jul 45 , 
Schedule "A", as at 31 May 45) 

*5th Canadian Armoured Division had two infantry brigade 
workshops, 

**See note to Appendix "C" . In this instance the example is 
the 4th Canadian Armoured Division . 



AUTHORIZED COMPOSITION OF 

AN INDE?ENDENT ARMOURED BRIGADE 

31 MAY 45 

Cdn Vl. E. 

HEADQUARTERS UNITS: 
Headquarters armoured brigade II/101/4 

Increment 

ARMOURED CORPS: 
3 Armour ed regiments 

SIGNALS: 
Armoured brigade signals 

Increment 'A' 

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT: 
Armoured brigade company 

(4 transport platoons) 

MEDICAL: 
Light field ambulance 

ORDNANCE : 
Armoured brigade ordnance 

field park 

II/151/4 

II/213/1 

II/291/3 

III/103A/2 

ELECTRICAL .n.ND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS: 
Armoured brigade workshop II/338/5 

3 Light aid detachments (C) III/ 155/4 
3 Increments 'A' 

PROVOST : 
Provost section III/60/3 

TOTAL _..JU&:>URED BRIGADE* 

APPENDIX "E11 

to Report No . g7 

Off rs O.R. 

199 
16 

215 

38 (x3) 647 (x3) 

3 129 

12 

9 

3 

8 
1 ( x3) 

180 

~ 

434 

180 

90 

277 
24 

1 
25 ( x3) 

3376 

(C .A. O. R. O. 5941 , 4 Jul 45, 
Schedule 11 A11 , as at 31 May 45) 

-~e exanple given is the lst Canadian Armoured Brigade. 
The 2nd Brigade was identical with but one minor e~~ption -
its L. A. Ds . were organized on W. E. Cdn II/340/4 rather than 
II/ 155/4. 




