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The Magazine of the Royal New Zealand Army Ordnance Corps

11 September 1973 Special Supplement

EDITORIAL

This special supplement to PATAKA departs from normal
practice in that we are not waiting until the distribution
of the Quarterly edition before the publication of the article
it contains,

We feel that the material in this article would lose
its impact if published in the beginning of Summer - that
an account of a bligzzard is out of keeping with the sunny
days of December. A secohnd consideration is the importance
of recognizing effort at the time of its creation and, ih
this, we fesl that the effort expended by 3 COD personnel
is worthy of recognition,

In printing a supplemsent to PATAKA, which is for, by ond
concerning Ordnance personnsl, let us not forget the skills,
hard work and effort put into the emsrgency by other services,
Corps and units, without which Ordnance could not have
produced such a fine show. In printing this account we
are merely publicising the views and experiences of one unit
since that is all we have at our disposal, We have no wish
to appear parcchial by failing to recognize the value of the
work underteken by all of the Army, Alr Force and civilian
agencies in relief and rescue operations in those early
weeks of August 73.

Congratulations are most certainly due, however, to
those soldiers who have contributed to this account sither
in its writing or in its performancs, *

To the personnel of 3 COD, both those who remained
behind in support and those who plodded the snowy wastes
of Canterbury, we salute you,

AVE!  AVE!



OPERATION SNOWLINE

Snow level came to 800 ft approx.
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(An article by - Cantabrian Novae Zealandis)

THE BVENTS = 1

Introduction

Bveryone in New Zealand will have heard or seen some-
thlng of the bligzzard which struck the inland Canterbury
pleins early in August 1973. Above the 3,000 £t level
gnow '1s an expected and regular visitor and run holders
operate high country statlons accordingly, Snow occas~
ionally falls in Burnham &nd Christchurch but melts either
oh impact or soon afterwards,

Over a L8 hour period through 6th and 7th August,
persistent heavy snow fell ceasclessly on inland Canterbury
- from OXFORD in the North to FAIRLIE in South Canterbury.

In some places the wind caused bad drifting. Such con~
ditiohs had not been experiencced before. 0ld hands in
METHVEN pubs insistcd they had had heavy show tho flrst
winter after they got back from the War, but it dian't
last long on the ground ; (or words to that cffect and
with most of the four 1etter ones’ removed).

The news media have since dwelt on the variety and
types of aild provided and the merits or otherwise of carly
shearing of shecp before lambing., . I shall not therefore
go over this well trodden ground cxcept to say that all
the gheep I saw and assisted were unshorn and cnoumbered
with thick, heavy, cold and wet wool, Try spending L or
5 days withiout food wearing only 3 goaking wet greatcoats,
lying the whole time in L foct of snow =~ if you're tired
of living, Also bear in mind that many ewes werce carrying
Tambs and so had two lives to support in these conditions,
A few early lambs werc in fact born into this blcak and
bitter situation,

Military'Oporat;Qns

% COD was directly involved from the first moment
when Defonce assistance was ordercd. Secarch and Rgscue
Block Scale 12/06 was collectcd and issucd, together with

/olankets,
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parkagy  overtrouscrs, ctc. .1 Q4 Sqn,(NZ Scots) used

this geoar in thoe arduous and prolonged efforts to rescue
anowbound motorists (about 30 cars) on the West Coast highway
in and beyond PORTER'S PASS, . .Oncc all human life was
gecure, their M{13s (4rmoured Personngl Carrier) and One

M548 (Load carrier) were switched to stock relief. Tho
tremendous cost of these vohicles has bsen fully Jjustified
by this work alono, No other ageney in the Spouth Island

had a show of getting to the morc distant and buried vehicles;
anything like as guickly. It is highly probable that not
all the trapped motorists could have survived without them,

Whcther this fact has registered with those who scoff and
joer ab the Armed Forces remains to be seen!

The Post Office had had line troubles from the first
day and 3 COD loaned 2 RLs -in addition to the 29 loaned,
from Vehicle Group to 3 Tpt Coy. FFR Landrovers were also
loaned to 3 Inf Bde Gp Sigs. .

Hardly had the first issucs been cleared when it
bocame obvigus that help on a larger scale was esscntial,
3 COD, 3 OFP and 6(BatH)Pl were virtually stripped of heavy
frade licence holdcrs, At the same time the Depot was
required to-issue slooping bags, parkas; blankets, camp
cguipment items; vchicles, chains, ctc., to tho units.

Ordnance pergonncl called out, acted as drivers RNZASC
under 3 Tpt Coy control. % Inf Wksp Stores Section pors-
onnel were placed on stand-by and at one point werc called
out, only to have thisg countermanded, The fow who romained
‘at 3% COD, togother with the NZWRAC and civilian staff
carried a heectic load as the Depot operated around cleven
hours a day including Saturday and Sunday 171 and 12 august.

Two groups of personnel werc sent away on Thursday 9th
August, one to FAIRLIE and the other to METHVEN, On Friday
a further group laft for FAIRLIE, The Depot was fortunate
‘because apart from the OC (Capt G.M. Corkin) nobody was
absent on courses. One man had to be recalled from lcave
and another, in Burnham Camp hospital, got himself dis-
charged to return to duty in the Depot on Sunday and went
to METEVEN next day as relief driver,

Depot working strength over the wock-end was 12 including
three NZWRAC DFs. Pive of the dozen lacked heavy trade
or were without ET liccences anyway. - The remainder wore
kept busy preparing further vehicles for the road, rcceiving
a huge consignment of chains from the North Isliand, and,
including the NZIWRA4C, gotting out further supplics of dry
clothing and footwcar fof those in need on the openations.
The considerable stocks of Working Dress plus handed-in Boots
in RSIG provided a useful source of dry gsar, an important
item of new stock consumed on the operations was socks,

/At METHVEN,
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At MDTHVEN, when those who needed them were handed a
pair of thick dry socks when they came in at the end of
the third day, the pleasure and appreciation of this small
Ordnance service made it well worthwhila,. The METHVEN party
had 30 minutes warning to move, which gave time to draw
protecdtive clothing and bedding, etec., and to report to
3 Tpt Coy. Thoge living in Burnham also had time for a
gquick dash home or to the barracks to grab extra gear,
Those of us living elsewhere had to go as we were, consce-
qaently a spare set of socks and boots was a great asset,
Towards the end of the operation a clothes drier was brought
in from Burnham, but this would have been more useful had it
been there from the boeginning,

An additional strain on 3 COD during this emergency

was having to send 3 vehicles and 6 men to MAPUa, 2 small
port near NELSON, to receive 16 tons of ammunition, . Three
of the 12 remaining in ‘the Depot plus three who had returned.
from PAIRLIE and METHVEN toock the trucks Horth, This.
ammunition should have gone direct to FAIRLIE -(approx 300
miles) but as the Ammo Ares was snowced up the consignment.
posed an acutc problem, Where to store it? - Burnham wes
full and Fairlie was isolasted. Some Ffast phone work to CATO
and from CATO to Defence HQ secured the use of the ammo area
at RNZAF Stn Wigram. A possible outcome of this isg that
Army may bé able to use the Wigram Ammo Area in the futurec,

/The Bventg. - 2




THE_EVENTS - 2
Mothven

First imprégsions are dlways the strongest.  After the
convoy turned off Highway 1 at RAK4IA on to the 23 mile road
to METHVEN, it was not until we were some seven miles from
the town that the snow abpeared.  Not gradually, but all at,
once, as if a gigantic brush hHad daubcd thick whitewash
over the green-brown wintery face of Canterbury. Tho snow
rapidly deepened mile by mile, until at METHVEN it was somo
ol fect decp. The nearer the ranges: the déeper it became.
In the town graders werc still clcaring an arcm for the srmy
trucks to park behiné the excellent Community Centre where
wo lived for the next six dayd. '

~ METHVEN itsclf was confused and chaotic. Power had
just boen restored to tho town centre, - Outer parts were to
walt two morc days, whilst farms had to go anything from 4
to 20 days withoub clectricity. As the strects had gener=
ally been cleared only to the width of one vehicle, and as
thére werc graders, dozers, trucks, vans and cars all trylng
to move at olice or to park, any movement was slow and very
frugtrating. These vehicles had .good reasons for belng
there as they belonged to various organisations such as MOW,
Ashburton Blectric Power Board; Defence, Police, égriculture.
and FPisgheriecs and farming organisations and firms. At
RAKATA, ASEBURTON and other places the Police did a fine Jjob
in keepinhg gawpers, sensation seekers and weck-cnd motorists
out of the snowbound country.

The effect of dozing so much snow off the road on cach
side was to create banks of pac¢kecd suow 4 £t high in the town,
which in turn made movement off the road impossible. AS
the snow deepencd further out, these banks rose up sheer each
gide as high as the cab ropof of the RLs, Two lane sealed
roads thus became & single line weavy canyon through which
we drove hoping that traffic the other way was minimal, 4s
always, everything secmed to bec going towards METHVEN as we
left, and heading out when we came back, Unlegs there
was a convenicnt passing place such as a cleared out farm
entrance, passing meant much edging, pushing and scraplng.
There roads had been graded or dozed chains were not usually
hecessary. Movement off the roads reguired cheaing and
four wheeled drive. In the first days, 15 miles could take
an hour or morc to cover,

The weight of show brought down or smashed cvery line
in the arca. As the wires and insulators werc able to carry
the snow, it was the cross bars and often the polcs thomseolves
which snappeds - Woodcn poles snappcd like matchos at about
one third of their height. The many stecl poles of tho
type with two main beams interlaced with supporting struts,

/all folded
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all folded over about half ;way up to droop their lines
in the snow. In Methven there were festoons of cable
and phone wires looping everywhere, often obstructing
movement.

Trees in.the arca had grown without ever having:

to take the thick snow to which the same strain are
accustomed in North America, burope, etc. Consequently
there were very few treos which didn't have large branches
half snapped off or torn off completely,. These had
damaged power lines where otherwise the, lines could heave
been sheltered from the show. As livestock often sought
shelter at the edge of windbreaks, etc., falling branches
must have contributed to the destruction of some animals,

Accumulated snow on the roofs of buildings stove
in many sheds and barns. Occupants of houses had realised
the danger and went out frem time to time te clear off
the falls,

But the core of the disaster was to the sheébp pop-
ulation, and to a lesser extent to the cattle. Had farm
Horses been retained in this mechahical age of dlesel and
petrol driven machincry, much relief work could haVe been
achieved by these now vanished, long legged and sturdy
creaturaes.

- Sheep and cattle took what shelter they could find,
usually alongside hedgerows and windbreaks. .Sheesp huddled
together in congested groups with the ever falllng SNow
gradually forming over their tightly packed massos. The
animal warmth btelow tended to dreate igloos,. Sometimes
more sheep piled on top of those alrcady there.: - After
four days of these conditions it was usually the outer and
colder animals which had died. The ones further in were
living but were often in a bad way. fgloos 0of sheep
could be detectcd by blow holes in thce snow or by humped
effects in the flat surface, or by probing for them in likely.
spots.

The drains and irrigation channels which sometimes
run beside windbresks and hedges proved Lo be killers,
Some of the sheep were pressed into the mud and wator. to
drown or-dic guickly in the cold water. Snow tends to
insulate against. outside temperatures and drgins and-channels
flowed on normally below the. show,

/ The Events = 3.




Fair;gg

The writer was in the Methven group, therefore details
of the Fairlie group are fewcr, but this docs not imply that
their work was in any way less. - It might be truc to say
that.the Methven people travelled much greater dally, distances
pver the inland plaing and up the gorge, whilst thosc.at
Fairlie worked largely in the snowbound Fairlie bagin with
runs to Tekapo to uplift hay. On the other hand, Fairlie is
higher and the show was deeper, up to 10 £t in places.

The vehicles. involved at Fairlie werc 10 RLs and 2 Rovers.

“The tasks were the same as at Methven, namely -

a. Taking civilian volunteers to detailed arecas.
by Distributing hay, ete, to farms 1in need.

d. Clearing tbacks:etc., in the fields.

a. Feeding out. (Usually this meant loading the

truck from the farm's haybarns, then several houss
of four wheel drive slow slogging through the
snow to isolated groups and clusters of animals
to-get food to them,)

S Dlstrlbutlng 3 COD stocks of candles and Tilley
lamps to igolatcd farms, -{This last activity was
not dohe in the Methven area)

One RL went off the road, down a bank into an 8 £t drift
of snow.. It took over an hour to get back on the road,
partly because it proved impossible to get back up the way
it went down, One FFR Rover of 3 Bde Sigg collided with a
sheep,~ The effect on the sheep.is not known but the driver
collected a broken collar bone from the incident.

More trouble struck a 3 COD .convoy en route back to
Burnhain, An ' NCO of '3 OFP, driving an FFR Rover canme to an
unwilling halt at ALBURY, somc 8 miles f{rom Fairlie, The
Rover was then taken in tow9 Near Ashburton the towing
vehicle braked and our 3 OFP men-found that the brakes of
his unfoftunate Rover were as ugeléss as the motor. With
swift presence of mind he managed to swerve past the towing
vehicle., Lucklly the tow rope anppod under the straln,
othcrwisc he ‘and his vohiclo may have. becen tipped over..
Eventually this highly undesirable vehicle was_ taken to
Ashburton and placed in Police custody untll EME arrangecd
bail next morning,

The‘Falrlle.graup were less fortunate than those in
Methven in that they had no cook with them, and so they lived

/on Ration
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on Ration Packs oxcept for the last day when fresh
rations arrived from Burnhzmm., The first night was
spent in the comfort of onc of the Hotels at Fairlic
but subsequent. nights were spent in the morc spartan
conditions.in a Church Hall,

Sgt Brian SMITH worked long hours recovering the
contents of farm- deep freezers and taking them to gtill
functioning commercial freezers for safce keéaping. As
everyone went out to do a job without thought of mention
or reward, names have not been montioned in the text.
However, it seems Brian carricd out this work under very
difficult circumsbances, including driving five miles:
to a farm, only to find thorc was no means. of turning
round, and having to back out again the full distance.

Another NCO of 3 COD used a Rover to scarch out
farms and isplated homesteads which-had thus far recelved
no assistanca. Their needs were then made known to
Agriculture and Fisheries officers at Fairlie,

In the midst of all this, we are plecased to announcc
the birth of a baby boy tc Sgt Robobie and Mrs. Turner
at the Feirlic maternity hospital. Although clcar
details have not reached the writer despitc .enquirics
from all who could or might know, it secms show caused
aifficulbties in getting Ffrom the Ammo. Arca the two miles
into the town, (Could it be the Stork found flying
conditions hopeless?).

/Impressions
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IMPRESSIONS

The events of the operations for the gergency are cloar-
cute They happened or they didn't happen, Imprassions, on
the other hand are not always so c¢lcarly defined and I relate
thom as they werc sesn, gathercd or felt, disjointed maybe,
but lingering in our minds now that the thaw has taken place
and the havoc has been fully revealed.

N T S

Wading. through thick decp snow and suddenly fecling sheep

beneath your boots. :
+ otk +

Opening up an igloo of sheep and the foetid stench of
dead and living animals comihg up in your facc.

R E

Lifting a past ewe to her fect and having her give pirth
on the spot to a still-born lamb,

R L T T

Sceing a grader on a high country station up the Ashburton
Gorge dragging oult three dcad prizc bulls.

L

Cast sheep still living, blood over their hoads wherc
gulls had pecked their eyes out. Little pools where their
focble kicking had scourcd osut the mud around their hooves.

+F o+ o+ + bk o+

Hunger crazed sheep rushing towards an RF cngaged on feed-
ing out, and thc other ingtinct, fear, overcoming that of
hunger - forcing them to veer away until thc truck has lurched
past,

+ +F F + ok F b+t

Taking six young students from Lincoln Collcge out to
work oh snhow rolicf to a farm 20 miles away wherc we'd bocn
told there was work to be dono, On arrival the farmcer said
it had all been fixced up that morning by another group. Six
disappeintcd lads on the tray of the RL, Rsther than head
back idlc handed the two scldicrs decide to check with other
farmg in the area, 'Thanks for looking in, but we'rc all
right for the moment, thank you,' This scems to be the stan-
dard answer around herc. 'Well, you could try ABC's placo
five miles up such and such a road. Heard they've had some
trouble there.' What's five morc miles anyway, sv awasy Wwo
0, After four successive ABC's placcs thoy end up at a
Station in the aAshburteon Gorgc arca. 8ix other Lincoln
students droppcd off by an earlier RL wcere loading up the
last balces of hay to be slung under an Air Force Irocguois
chopper to be swept away to the high country stock. It

/comcs on
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comes “on to sleet and bitter: ar1V1ng winds ‘and . dark, ‘low
scuddifg clouds. The chopper-doesn't.come: back, ..Pro-.
bably impossible for it to fly in hore .now, anyway. - Time -
and bad weather wear on, Soldiers. and 12 students. take
shelter in the haybarn, . Around 1600 hrs decide .nothing.
further to be gained by hanging arcund here, 12 lads
seramble onto open tray of the RL, Noticed some. of
them badly dressed and told that weather was sunny and
mild that morning at Lihcoln! Bright pink cold flesh
seen through well-holed Jeans. Cotton shirts and pull-
overs not much cop against sleet and wind, - Soldiers
give parkas and overtrousers to two worst dressea lade
then away back to Methver, Get back about 41730 hWrs and
recover parkass and overtrousers. Being Sunday; Pub had
front foor and curtains closed, but back door and bar.
were open, Bxchanged jugs and experiences with other
drivers until_booting out time aground 2000 hrs,

IR A
Cold, wet and unhappy feet.
+ o+ o+ o+ ok E A+ F

Lying on your back under an RL in slush and mud,
while frozsn fingers try to adjust and tighten chains,

4+ + o+

- Ass urlng a fermer's wife that the Army will not
send = blll for tfansportlng 30 bales of hay from. Methven,

B

Walking over deep snow, crunch, crunch, and -
suddenly! ... down you go, up to your acorn in soft wet
stuff,

R R T

noa1ng some sheop getting over snow. without 31nking
in it, tHinking - ‘Goud, ifethey can walk ¢én 1t, it'1l
take my weightl' = only to find that it doesn'tl

I R I

AT a farmhouse half a mile back from the Rakaia-
Mt Somers road, the 60 plus.farmer's wife told how, with
the aid of a walking stick and feellng along the top
strand of the fence just under the snow, she tcook half a
morning to get out to the road, She waitod some time
for a grader to push its way through and then got the
driver to clear a way back to the farm.

R e I S

Rising above the distress and misery on the plains
is the sheer magnifice ice of Mt Hutt, Mt Winterslow, Mt
Alford and Mt Somers, thick with snow and ice. The
snowy green forosts on soms slopos, the crags, spurs,
ravinos and gullies reflect the brilliant orange/white

/of carly
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of early moraning sun to thc chill blues and purples of dusk,
Black-green plantations soccn across a flat expansc of snow
w.th these mountains behind, create a film set. ideal for
"Doctor Zhivago" or some alaskan gold rush cinema saga., Can
those be Diggers or Bolsheviks crazed by gold or revolution-
ary zoal, lurking at the edge of the frost? No!l Only
wretched miscrable shecp.

+ 4+ ++++FF

On feeding out work, driving steadily across a flat
expanse of snow which the farmer says is 'firm going all the
way', only to slurp to a sticky stop as the RL, desplitc four
wheel drivg and chains scttles up to the cab door in mud and
snow, Then a threc hour wait until a caterpillar tractor is
brought up..

T T R

George the cook, a tower of morale-boosting strength, who
using the limited facilities of the Community Centre and
two M37 cookers, always had a hot meal laid on around 1960hrs
deily, was always up to have a hot breakfast on ab 0630 hrs
before we left at 0700, George got next to no help from us,
who had to.be out most of the day, and he probably worked
longer hours than anyonec.

b+t T

Driving across level ficlds of snow towards a distant
fence and gate, Shouts and yells from the locals on the tray -
*Stop!  Stop! You're just about in a 3 foot diteh across here,"
Not a sign of it in the flat show.

$oF o+ R+ o+t

Dugk falls unexpoctedly on an RL far from any road in.the-
highlands botween the ashburton and Rangitata rivers. What
in daylight had all the contours and features scen and guagced
by the eyc, now looks flat and deadly dark, Where is that
sharp drop that was away to our left? What way arc wé heading?
We could go down herc, bub what's down therc? - We haven't a
hope of getting back up it its a dead cnd, and the slopc might
get worse further down, Which way is what way, and what way 1s
where?  Oh thank Christ! BHere is a sct of tracks picked up
in the headlights!  Probably our own, but all we can do is
follow them and hope they'll take us out, and not back to where
we've just been!' Luckily they do.

+ + + 4+ k4 + o+
The sheer maildening, frustrating, stupidity of sheep.

S

/Conclugionsg
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CONCLUSIONS

There are a great many, too many cohclusions to
be set down here, It is to be hoped that a full study
will be made of Opecration Snowlingc, particularly of
the weaker aspects and features.

Vehicles

When a large nurnber of vehicles is sent out to
perform arduous work over several days, something like
a LAD should accompany them, not just two EME mechanics
with & couple of tool kits and next to no spare parts.

Communications

Although 3 Bde Sigs had good communications with
HQ 3 Bde, attempted comms betwecen Methven HQ and indiv-
iduel trucks using 77 scts were futile, What might be
good for use between an Infantry Platoon and Company EQ
isn't much use on a truck 15 or 30 miles away from 1is
EQ. After the first day, nobody bothered taking the 77
sets out! & painful Defence — Civilian compariso was
the Red Cross Rovers in the arce which could talk to
Auckland at any time, and the numerous sheep transporters
sending and receiving loud and clear to their various
Firms'! HQs. Having finished one job, the RLs might
trundlie back 20 miles to Methven only to bo sent back to
another farm not far from thoir last job. Relisble
radio sets would have saved much timc and milagc and per-
mitted morc jobs to be donc in the time we were there.
Thig is why Transport firms oguip all their freight veh
icles with radio sels. ‘What sbout the Defencc Dept's
Transport'firm', RNZASC.

Disagster Scales

Getting into deep financial and organisational water
for a moment, — It could be worthwhile having sub-
stantial stocks of relicf squipment and supplics in all
Ordnance, RNZAF and Naval Stores Dopots. That this
should not be a financial burden solely on Defence is
obvious. The point is that only tho drined Forcos have
tho built in structure, organisation and capacity to
immediately administer and distribubte such aid and relicf.
Defencs can algso provide better sccurity and reliablo,
fairly inexpensive storagc. Stocks of pcrishable and
somi-perishable items could be turncd over and consumad oh
a 1life table basis and replenished accordingly. Ration
Packs and Clothing arc two such itoms, POL could bc
another, Is there any Defence POL resgervc against
emergency or fuel faming?

/The blizzarad
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The blizzard was '"onc out of the box" but it could
happen again next year or in twentyyears, Earthquakes
and floods are much morc fregquent visitors to thesc
islands,

Thawifg Out.

It is good to record that everyonc who took part, rogard-
lcss of rank, corps or trade, worked tc give the best scrvice
and asgistance that our facilities could provide. Despite
the tremendous milage run up in difficult and sometimes
dangerous conditions, damage to vehicles was minimal (though
wear and tear will bc costly) and only one collar bohne
broken scems to be the sum total of casualties,

Gveryone emcrged at the end of the operation, physically
tired, but of good checr and morale,

JAnnex A



ANNEX 4 TO
PATAKA SUPPLEMENT
DATED 11 SEP-73

% COD PERSONNEL ENGAGED IN RELIEF OPERATION SNOWLINE

AUGUST 1973

1, Snowline Personnel (Acting Drivers)

8, FAIRLIE -~ First Hcam

Robbie TURNEER ) Ammo Arca
Johm MELROSE

John BARKER 6 Bath P1
Brign SMITH
Bill McGRATH (Civilian staff)

b,  METEVEN

Eddie ADANS

Terry HEMI

Merv HUTLEY

Mike NICHOLSON

Gil STYLES & Bath Pl
Nig TAURUA

Keith THOMPSON (Ralicf)

Ce FAIRLIE - Second Tcam

Eric AUKETT

Clint CATTERMOLE
VMalcolm CATTERMOLE
L.es DILLARD

Lloyd HABGOOD

Clarrie HESLIP 3 OFP
Jim MUNRO

Arthur VERLANDER

P NELSON #Ammunition Run

WOI R, J. SONTGEN d## Cpl CATTERMOL# C.W. (M)
Wo2 PULLAR I.G, #% Pte BOX. BE.XK. 6 Bath PL1)#®#
Sgt SMITH B, C.(F) Pte STYLES G,S( " " (1)

F) - Withdrawn from Falrlie g
M) = Withdrawn from Methvcn for Amno runh,

/3., Base Pergonnel




-2 -

3 Base Pgrsoangl at 3 COD

Capt J. ¥, HYDE

WOl J.M., HOLMES

Wol A.C. LEWIS

WOl -H,E, LUSKIE

8gt B, BURGESS ( recalled from leave)

Lepl KoM, THOMSPUN (ex Hospital)

Pte G, J, MEYER

Lepl J, WERAHIKO

Pte G, FLDDES . NZWRAC Data Processors
Pte P, THOMAS

Plus 3 personnel ##% agbovea,

Also (except for weck-cnd and aftcor hours duty,)
the Public Service and Wage Worker staff of
3 Cub.

e Course/Leave

Capt G.M. CORKIN (0C) on Course RNZACC School
Pte BALLANTYNE D.dJ, on Leavc

Lcpl PORTER L. on Loavo
5.  Vchicles
27 x RL Bgdford Trucks ) ) _
% X .75 Ton FFR Rovors YRan up 67,000 milcs.

1 X .75 Ton Cargo Rover
Damage to vehicles totalled 641

20 Additional RL Bedfords wers preparcd for issuc
but were not in fact required.

R R S

/Baitor's Note,



BDITOR'S NOTE

The opinions expressed in this
article are those of the contributor
and not necessarily those of the
Directorate of vrdnance Services.

So, Goo, are the suggostions contained
therein, The merits of the opinions
and suggestions will, it is to be
expected, be closely examined by the
Controllers of the emergency operation,

Sep 73





