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NEWSLETTER No. 3/72

FERERR ffdeopucy HREERE ppppeq BAERESE ol SRS by BRERASEE g

Readers will be pleased to note that there is a large shareK

of this edition devoted to the lads in Singapore, For months

I have been waiting to hear from them and now find that at least
two contributions have not reached me. Gremling perhaps? Anyway
by safe hand of Jim Twist comes news of the boys, and also included
is an article from Lt Mike Cowan. Thank you both and keep us
posted pleass,

309,

Pride of place on our pages is given thig newsletter to
Ssgt John BYROM

Jdohn has received the Armed Forces Honor Medal Seccond Class

for his services in South. Vietnam, The citation reads as follows:

11

3taff Sergeant John Walter BYROM arrived in the
Republic of Vietnam on March 18, 1971 and was initially
appointed Storeman/Clerk 2nd Advanced Ordnance Depot RAAOC,
1 ALSG and subsequently in January 1972 as Adininistrative
NCO,. Headgquarters New Zealand Vietnam Force.

Staff Sergeant BYROM has fostered and maintained
throughout his tour a high degree of close co-operation
with.Vietnamese Armed Forces and civilian personnel in
the performasnce of his duties,

During his tour of duty in Vietnam, Staff Sergeant
BYROM spared no effort in completing the wide variety of
tasks entrusted to hiim, His duties involved long hours
of work, often under difficult conditions and demanded
considerable versatility and expertise in ftheir execution.
Throughout his tour, Staff Sergeant BYROM showed himgelf to
be & capable gnd efficient NCO,

His devotion to duty, his ehergy and capacity for
hard work have besen an exampls to all who have served with
him and reflect credit upon himself, his Corps and the

New Zealand Army. 1t

The Citation is signed by
Lieutenant General TRAN NGOC TAM
Chairman -
Free World Military Assistance
Working Committes
Well Done John! Enjoy your well-earnsd Leave.

Our thanks to Sgt SBwain for supplying the sabove
information, and best wishes for his tour of dubty in Vietnam
as John's replacement.

((((s===00====))))
NOTES ON ANZUK_ORDNANCE DEPOT

The Depot
The first six months of &ANZUK have passed and the smoke

ig starting to clear, The initial problems of sharing all our
storehouses with the UK Navy (us moving in and them moving out)
have been solved with their final departure,

The Depot has a staff of more than LLO brokén down

into 60 UK, 60 AUST, 20 NZ znd more than 300 LECs (Locally

/employed
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employed civilians), The NZ complemenrt is the meat in many
gandwiches:! . At present .we are holding 45,000 line items in
geveral aress. For many reasons the depot is not split into
obvious groups or sub depots in the stores side but the follow-
ing family tree will show you the organisgation,

HQ Lt Col (UK)

Adminigtration
MTO /QM
Internal Audit. Sect - - - (Cpl Kevin MOORE)
]
i
i
Ammunition | r ; |
Sub Devot Vehicle Sub Depot Control
Major (UK) ‘ Capt (%) Major (AUST)
Capt Ian ROSS) éwoz Jim TWIST)
Pte Ray BENSEMANN) Pte Ben MOSE)
Lepl Max McLEAN) (Cpl Rob HODGETTS)
. (Cpl Peter COX)
| (Sgt Doug LYLE)
Stores Sub Dspot
Maj (UK)
- | | E |
i Accommodation Stores Arms/Armaments )
! (Pte John JONES) } (Ssgt Arthur KBELEE) ;
) Special Task ]
Warehouse(Bulk/Detail/ Stores RSG/Ancillary
Receipts/Issues/TFC) (Lepl Peter RETT) (Sgt Budge BURGESS)

(Lt Mike COWAN)
(WO2 Owen BENNETT
Sgt Toko KUKUTAT
Cpl Paul NEILSON
Pte Terry SHARPE
Pte Terry*TEREg
Cpl Dave SMITH

The FOD

The unit also has a field detachment known as the FOD,
(Forward Ordnance Detachment), that supports the Brigade oh évery
exercise in Malaysia, 1% is permanently commanded by Lt Mike COWAN
who ventures forth with a bin truck, a bulk truck, lots of 11 x 11
tents and a shower unit, The FOD has a manning of nine and is a
transit agency with 350 items of fast moving stores that everyone
hopes are what are required, It is noticeable that on the last
two exercises the bulk of the staff have been Kiwis. Question!
Are we that good at 'warries' or, are they getting rid of us by
kegeping us out ol the way?

Sports, Litec

In the sports and social fields the minority are also
making themselves felt, Last rugby season when the unit fielded
its strongest team (which finished second in the 2nd Division
Competition) it contained the following Kiwis:

Cpl Kevin MOORE (Hooker), Cpl Dave SMITH (Prop), Cpl Peter COX
%Lock), Lt Mike COWAN (Breskaway), Pté John JONES (Halfback),
then he golt tired and was replaced by Pte Terry. TERE),.

Pte Ben MOSE (Centre) and Pte Ray BENSEMANN (Wing). Not bad
when you consider that most of those not inciluded were too

old anywayl! / The
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The Aussies and Brits love the get togethers when cur
vocal Maori members produce a battered old guitar and sing 'til
oblivion, The hangi has become an S0P for unit do's. Sgt
Toko KUKUTAI and Cpl Dave SMITH have been part of the backbone of
the RNZIR conceri party for the duration of their tours here
and were on the wharf to farewell the Queen after the Royal vigit
to ANZUK,

RTNZ
The first of our members have already returned to their

first cold night for two vears. By the time this gets to print
a few others will be home or getting close. They include —

WOII Jim TWIST Departs June
Cpl Dave SMITH i dugust
Cpl Kevin MOORE B aungust
Lepl Peter RETT t July

4 special thought too for Sgt Budge BURGESS who, through
no fault of his own had to leave us prematurely. All the .best
back home, Budge,

From Our Singapore Correspondent

Your correspondent from Singapore is unable to understand
or explain why previous contributiong to PATAKA have not arrived
at their destination and can only surmise that the Gremlins inter-
cepted them, This time, W02 Twist, who ig gbout to return home
is taking this with him snd so we may again have our little say.

(Its a mystery to us too, Doug., Do you think it was censored
out of existence? Perhaps the indecent publicafions Tribunal
or Miss Barnett got their hands on it?)

As it is so lorg since anythihg wss printed from over
heres, probably a litile informstion on each of the ANZUK Ord.
Depot members would be welcoine.

CAPTAIN ROSS and family are fit and well, but since his purchase
of his new Mercedes car, it is rather hard to find him outside
of working hours and definitely near impossible to discuss any-
thing else,

LT COWal, a much slimmer and fitter man than when he first
arrived, is right in the thick of things and among other tasks is
OC- of the Depot's Field Ord Detachment, Jenny and children. are
thriving, '

WOIT Owen BENNETT has one of the hardest jobs in the Depot as
the IC Receipts, Issues,; etc; but he doésn't seem to let it worry
him much, He, his wife and family are in the best of health
and all appear to be enjoying life over hers,

WOIT Jim TWIST and family, are, as we said sarlier, .gbout %o
return to NZ and we wish them the best of lueck there, Both Jim
and Muriel have sald many times how much they have enjoyed Singa-
pore and I think that we in Singapore have enjoyed them. We owe
them both much for the very frequent times that they have aided
by words and deeds and we trust that they will prosper at. home,.

WOZ2 Tony EIINI, Lena and family, arrived two days ago and have
already taken up residence in Seletar Camp.. Tony is to take
over Jim's position and an extremely responsible one it is too0.
But, no doubt Tony will take it in his stride, as always,

Ssgt Arthur KEELER, another who has faded away %o a shadow,
is the NCO IC of the Armoury and at the moment is tucked away

/in-a -



S T

in a beautiful, secluded spot within the Ammo Sub-Depot, but we
believe that eventually he and the aArmoury are to be moved 1into
the Depot proper, Tooc bad, Arthur. Mary is hsr ususl healthy
and happy self and the children are fine. Incidentally, they
are a short time only, from becoming proud parents again.

Sgt Toko KUKUTAI (Grey, to the ignorant), Elsie and familys
have been having the time of their lives over here and as return-
ing home time draws closer, they are showing signg of a little
saduess at having to leave. We can well understand this. In
the meantime though, Toko ig very busy with the NZ Maori Concert
Party and Blsie is a stalwart in the Nethall, Basketball znd
Softball teams here,

Sgt Doug LYLE,{who has got fatter and now sports a horrible
red~coloured moustache), and Charmaine, are hale and hearty and
are arnother couple who will be reluctant to:return when the tims
Come s, Charmaine is also devaoting a lot of her time to the
gports teams over here, quite often at the expense of her hus-
band's meals. (Then, why the weight increase Doug??)

8gt John GCDDARD, wife Nancy gnd child are newly arrived and
are showing every indicsation of enjoying themselves here, At
this time 1t is a0t known what is in store for John in the employ-
ment line bub no doubt he will find out soon enough,

Cpl Paul NEILSON and Aira are now happy parents, Paul is
doing a clerical job within the stores and is very busy and is-
of course coping well, but he must take a bit of a beating from
it because little is seen of him these days at . any gocial function,
Or maybe it ig the baby keeping him at home,

Cpl Peter COX, Jenny and family are fine although Peter has
besn complaining of dizzy spells lately. With his Job we are
not surprized. Jenny is another who devotes a lot of her spare
time to the sports bveams,

Corporals SHITH and MOORE I have deliberately lumped together,
ag, where one ig the other is not far sway. And whenever any-
thing is on, good and not so good, you can bet your boots that
this pair is somewhere around,

Cpl Bob HODGETTS has settled in well and -is another who has
discarded a lot of un-necessary weight, ~(I wish I knew the
secret), Bob has quite a job in co-ordinating the mail runs,
movement of files, etc,s and is doing well at this nasty but
necassary task,

Lepl Peter RETI has, since our last lectter, taken the plunge
and is now married to a lovely Singapore girl, It is amazing
how gquiet he is these days.

As to the remainder of the single boys, Privates Terry SHARPE,
Maori TERE, Ray BENSEMANI, John JONES, Ben MOSE and Lepl Max
McLEAN, other than being a bain on the life of the Woodlands
Base RSM, little is heard from or about them. They are working
well and all seem to be enjoying life in Singapore. Wot mention=-
ed yet is the information that Ben MOSE is sbout to follow Peter
into married hliss, Hig fiancee is a WRAC in the dustralian
forces.

Jugt a word here about Sgt Budge BURGESS and family. They
were very popular whilst here and all of us were very sorry that
Budge suffered ill health and was forced to return to NZ. ' He
left a lasting good iupression here as bourne out by the many
good comments passed by members of all the nationalities within
the Depot and out, Probably the most "appropriate, is that
passed by one of the Chinese men here which was simply 'He is’

a hice man' Siow
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Now that you have got to know us again we can tell you
a little of some of our activities,

The Kiwls are tied in with all that goes on within the
Depet and are employed in all aspecis of the work here sxcept the
ammo, but with a bit of luck and thought on the pavt of our Corps
leaders this may yet be rectified, The Pield Ord Debachment
hag twice been in the field and is only nine or ten strong, The
Depot has a military strength of 142 of whom 20 are Kiwis, and of
these, 12 of us have so far done our stint, ~-some of us twice,
We swear that we have an even gtronger representation on any of
the big parades, Anyway, the fact is thet we sre fully pulling
our weight, -(That word again, darn it)!

The men ars also very busy with some of the other things
that happen here, such as rugby and other sports teams, the
Concert Party, and, as NZ Nights are very popular here, many are
engaged in organiging thege nights to include Hangis, etc, Our
good ladies have been behind us all the way in helping with these
activities and in providing backbone for the ladies fteams sports.

Ordinary social activity seems to have dropped to a minie-
mum for variodus reasons, Por many it.is getting close to return
home time and there is still a lot to do and prepars. Things
that were onhce a novelty are now commonplace and we are finding
that many things such as food and entertainment have rissn gquite
consid?rably in price, . {a gentle hint for cur back pay and rise,
please).

On Tuesday 6th June the NZ members and their wives
toured the island and assembled at Changi to farewell WOII Jim
TWIST, Muriel and the family. ¥ith Dave Smith in good form on
the guitar and everybody in party mood a most enjovable night
was had by all,

Well, as I have already btaken up a lot of space and I
know that Lt Cowan has sent an article also T will close this
contribution with firstly, a rather clever littlie ditty written
by an Aussie over here about the Depot (and praising the Aussies)
and secondly with our reply. Hope you like them -

I've seen some funny set-ups, in forty years or more
From Ausgie to Vietnam and up to Singapore

Its hard to mention everything but, Oh, for goodness sake
ANZUK Ordnance Depot is the onc that takes the cake,

It's an Ordnance installation and conly one year old

The blokes that help to make it go are big and brave and bold

And its going to be successful or at least that's what we think

But we'll have to get our fingers out or we'll finish in the
drink

The Poms are representsd in the foo& old British styls
Telling us how to do it,---sometimes takes a while

They go back to King Harold when the good old arrows flew
Nothing very exciting and definitely nothing new

Now the Kiwls in their grass skirts are also in the fray
Helping out the situation in the good old Kiwi way |

But they're gentls, kind and cheerful and slways gay and hearty
If they're not sway on holidays, they're with the Concert Party

There is ons more mot to mention and of course you need not ask
The blokes from down in Aussie, sent up to do the task

They are rough snd ready customers but get there just the same
They are popular ambassadors and have a real good hame

/ Wow before
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Now hefore I wind this short verse up and put the pen away
There is one more thing before I go I'd really like to say
Take note the Brits and Xiwis and don't go away in fear
Remember now and always that you have the AUSSIES here,

As we thought this Aussie got rather carried away we decided to
put him right and so we replied -~

The set-up in the Depot is funny we agree

The words as spoken here before, by an unknown Aussise

Are fairly correct in most respects but here we have to say
In hig patriotic fervour this Aussie's gone astray

This fellow from Australia has forgotten one small point
They sent the Kiwis up here to straighten up the joint
We're here to get things moving and make the Despot run
And despite the Aussie soldiers, this is what we've done.

0f the goldiers in the Depot twenty are Kiwis

Without these valiant warriors the Depot would sure fresze

Apart from their work and the Rugby team that they have made
go hearty

They've even found the time of day to aid the Concert Party

The Brits we have here with us are learning every day

That the method to get things moving is to use the Kiwi way
One day we'll have them working, hearly as they should

But never, never, NEVER, as well as a Kiwil could

But the Aussies are so different and are indeed a weird mob
They're more to be found where the beer is, than ever on the Job
Whenever there's a pay-day no Aussies can be found

And never can you find them when there's work around

But Aussies in your envy, please don't be annoyed

The presence of the aussies and Brits the Kiwis have enjoyed
And here we'll say it, in this verse, before it is too late
Lets really get together mates, LET'S REALLY INIEGRATE,

Well everybody, bye bye for how.
4 00 ==== 00 ==== 00 +t+++
Back to earth with a contribution from New Zealand,

311, " Prom 2 COD Sub Depot — Waiouru

LITTLE RED SCHOOL BOOK ~-  Now that we have your
undivided attention, here is what has happened in our unit -

TODs
T WOII Alex MANN has joined us after a trip to 1 COD, only
to be shot down to Makomako the following week. How that boy
gets around,

WOII Buster ALLEN has now moved up to 1 COD and should
be well settled in and stariing to forget us by now.

Promotiong

Congratulstions are in order for Tony TH«IN on his
promotion to-8sgt,

Hospital Report .
Progress report on Lepl HUNTER is very good. He is
back at work though on Light Dutles.

& small mishap over Queen's Birthday suffered by Pte
Merv HARTLEY who fell on Mt., Ruapehu, Merv was admitted to

/Camp
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Camp Hospitsl with a cracked collar bone but is now guite cheerful

312,

after it all,

Welcomes

é big welcome to Pte Ray MORRISON who has joined the
team in “Yaiouru., Ray is an ex Cadet who has worked with 2 COD
before graduating,

Welcome also to Mrs. Pat COOPER who has replaced Mrs,
Stevheng as our office girl, 0ld RNZAOC pers will probably
remember Mrs, Cooper as ex NZWRAC from Ngaruawshis - Pte Pat
PIPER, '

A Thought for To-day

Let's jump on the bandwagon. There are now Little Red,
White, Grey, and Black and White School Books sc why not join
them by reducing.DOS Instructions to 234" x 3 " and renaming it
"THE LITTLE GREEN BOCOKY,

(C(( #* 00 ** })))
From 2 COD Linton

Welcomes

e ey o e

The following are welcomed into the Depot:

WOI McKay has returned from his Fijian tour and has taken up the
task of plamning for the new building which is due to open
later in the year,

Cpl Les Warwood and Cpl Tubby Waugh have joined Ted's force at
Waiouru after their tours overseas. It seems that the Waiouru
establishment is finally filling up - this may cut out some

of those TOD's for the Linton staff. Also. welcomsd is Pte
Brent McGrath who is to be an AT st Waiouru when he completes
his present Basig recruit course, and Pte Toheriri will be

reporting in to Linton very shortly also
Pte Jane Blliott has Joined the LoF Siar? of PC&A on posbing

from 1 B0D, Continually being encouraged by the staff to name
her first camp in broad Southlandese - BARNHAM,

Mr. Eric Henshaw has also joined the force in PC&A and hag

taken up the position of Ledger Keeper. Eric is an old identity
of Linton having been the catering WO for a number of years in
the Camp,

After all these welcomes Unit HQ is still without s Typist.

Hospltaligsation

Qur FicS WOL Ken Wagstaff recently underwent s small opsration.
Plessed to. report he is recuperating fairly well but it will be
about a month before we see Lim back in action.

Soclial Activity

# Games Evening was held on Saturday 17 dun against the
MANAWATU Bvening Standard and zlthough it was a cold, wet
night a goed muster turned to and an enjoyable evening was bad
by all, '

Overall a guiet time this month for sccial activities
but I hear that things are feally being cocked up for Corps Day
~~ more news on this later,

Promotion
Qur congratulations to Lt Verrall promoted Capt on 20 Jun 72,

wiwa (( oo ) waww
/1 Comp Ord Coy



-8 -

313, Contribution from 1 Comp Ord Coy

Since the last edition the unit has had no postings either in
or out, By tne look of ‘this, the unit is kesping what it has got
and letting nobody else tske the elite Comp Ord personnel,

Coursges

On the 18th May the unit lost Capt M.F, Newnham to Waiouru
where he attended the Adj/Staff Learners course until 21 June,
After his TOD to the Sunny North he sure picked the ideal place
to go to.

another who has just returned from a TOD in the Northern
Region was Lepl Jensen who had been helping the Navy out at HMNZS
Philomel. No sooner was he back in the Company's clutches than he
decided he wanted to go to Walouru too.. Best of . luck old chap on
the Basic A& Instructors Course, and don't freeze.

The wisest of the three was Sszt Snell who left the district
to attend the P6 Data Base System Course which was held at Papakura
Camp during 12 - 16 June, Just think of all the sunshine up that
way.

Exercises

TROPIC DaY 6 - FIJI - 8 - 25 JUN 72

Eight personngl from the Company decided they wanted a
change from the snow and frosts so they shot through to the Tropics
for 17 days. Those lucky enough to be included were:

Sgt Reti
Cpl Boxall
Cpl Dewsnap (TF)
Lepl Bell {TR)
Lepl Prescott
Pte Seymour
Pte Norgren
Pte Williams,

On 7th Jdune the unit arranged a lecture by WOII Treanor of
2 Gen Hospital and the lecture was followed by a film,

WOIT Treanor talked sbout different aspects of tropical hygiene,
Before the lecture started there were eight eager soldiers - after
the lecture finished there were almost eight vacancies, but alas
all packed their kits after lunch and departed for Linton for the
shake-down period of the exercise,

Vislts

LIt is always good ito sse 0ld faces, especially those of soldiers
who have served in the Company, and no exception to this was the
unexpected visit of Lepl Steve Shepherd, who called in on us whilst
on leave in Welllngton, Congratulationg go to you and fto your
wife Shep, from the Company, on the birth of your son,

Mushrcom Valley News

As reported in the last adition of PATAKA, the Company has
packed up their mushroom picking gumboots. The unit has a new
idea and that is to put on their ski's and start skiing across bthe
valley to pastures greenser,

This is due to the fact that snow fell in the Mangarca compound,
Most of the Company cannot recall seeing snow falling in the area
of the compound bsfore,

Give 1t a few more months and the boys will be out with the
mushrooms again, given a little luck, That is, if the snow melts
away and the sun starts to shine again,

/314,
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M. éh Few Lineg From the Forgotien Few in the Far North

1 INF WESP is a unit of the 1 Inf Bde Gp and is %o be found
alongside a football paddock on the boundary of the Franklin and
Manurewa Counties, approximately 18 miles from the 'Queen' City.

Here, unknown tc a aonsiderable number of the elite Corps which
brovides the warrior with his 'things', there are some members who do
likewise from 0800 - 1630 daily, five days a week, and where 'Playboy',
'MaF;, and similar publications are seen only in town on late shopping
night.

Staffs consist of:

Sharp Bnd Types (Paterson's Playboys)

WO2 Ted Paterson IC and Musical Director
Sgt W. Cross The North Shore Commuter
Cpl J, Shaw Short-Ffuse Shaw
Pte G. Leslie Flat-Joke Greg

and

Blunt End Types (Bruce's Bunniesg)

Ssgt Bruce Powell IC and Chief Procurer
Cpl R Tapuni Finance Minigter

Cpl J. Harvey The Leg-Man

¥r., 4, Pitts Flash Ash.

Departures in ths near future for the Far Bast -

Cpl dohn Shaw for the land of perks, flash cars and double ray.
Would you believe it?? He's taking his Trouble and Strife' -!!

Like taking snow to the Antarctic,
Departure in not so near fubture for sames destination -

Cpl Jim Harvey. Jdim will also be taking hig better half and
his (very) small daughtsr, :

All members of the staff wish them the best of luck and prosper-
ity in this venture,
At the time of writing Bruce Malcolm is baching and by
all accounts is having a guiet time, - (for Bruce, that is). dJdoy
is over on Norfolk Island.

To save money, which is always lacking - we extend our
greetings for Corps Day, and to save still more, please accept
Yuletide Greetings.

The author of this contribution has customers seven thick
(perhaps that should read.~ 'seven thick cushomewa'??) at the
counter, ali waiting for their perks, so he will have to get a
bucket of water to cool down the typswriter and then attend to them.
You never know, they might want sometiiing I haven't thought of,

P. g, 4t last count, there was a total of 258 boobs festooning
the walle of my office. They call it art these days.

ooo (({*))) ooo
315, 3 COD Contribution

1. 'They Heve Their Bxits and Their Hntrances’
8. 9gt Budges Burgess welcomed back to 3 COD on 5 May 72,

/Jon return

o
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on return from ANZUK Ord Depot. Readers will be very glad to
krnow that since his return, Budge has improved cconsiderably in
hegalth and is now back at work in Clothing Gp, This would seem io
show that Burnham is not a bad spot to be in, even if inclined to
be a little nippy on occasionzl winter mornings,

2, Pte K. M, THONPSON welcomed (on paper) as is Pte D, BaLLallTYNE.
We shall be plecased to see them in pergon when they have completed
respective Recruit Courses.

Pte Greg MEYER reported in for duty at the beginning of June
after graduating from the RF Cadet School

Congratulastions

To Lepl 'Mike' and Mrs. STEED on the birth of their first child,
a daughter, Michele Irma on 15 June,

Segt 9id TWEDDLE

8id Tweddle was attached to 1 BOD recently to-assist with the
32 Project. He was unfortunately taken ill whilst there and was
medevacced to the South. Latest reports from Christchurch Hospital
.say he 1is in good spirits and satisfactory. We hope for a quick
recovery and return to duty,

From the Crystal Ball Section at 3 COD

DOS Visit to 3 COD in 1984 CANCELLED.)!

The visit of DOS to the South Island in 1984 will have to
be called off, ~ This is because the island has been flooded
by the Blectricity Department and MOW, According to UN
information the population is belng resettled in Taranaki
wherse 1t is hoped they could find temporary employment in the
repair of gates!

Department of Definitions (Continued)

2o PONS - Bridge of Asses (i.e. the 5th Proposition of Buclid)
hence, anything found difficult by beginnsrs.
Also, a band of nerve fibres in the brain,

CAuthority: Concisge Oxford Dictionary, Lth Edition 195L4,

b TiHAMWORK ~

ese '"This is called teamviork,
I furnish the brains,
You furnish the -labour
The aches and the pains!"

Autherity: Dr., Seuss "I had trouble getting to
Solla Sollew'".

ooo (((*#*))) oog

316, Some poems we've had from our storemen
) Convince me there may be gole more men
-Who c¢ould write a cute verss
And woudld not he averss
To 1ts being included for Corps men,

So come on you fellows and write, do

Of the things which amuse and delight you
We'll be glad to inelude them

and will only exclude them .

If offensive, unfiunhy, or worse!

/Stranger than Fiction!
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317. The following item has nothing whatever to do with Ordnance
but is 1ncluded Tor its general interest. P

STRANGER THAN PICTIQN!

Lincoln was elected President in 1860,
Kennedy was elected President in 1960,
Both were concerned with civil rlghts°
Both wives lost children whilst at the White House,

Both were succeeded by men named dJdohnson -~ both Southerners,
Andrew Johnson was born in 1808,
Lyndon Johnson was born in 41908,

Lincoln and Kennedy were both shot in the head from behind,
Both were shot in the presence of their wives.
Both assassing were shot before their trials,

John Wilkes Booth was born in 1839,
Lee Harvey Oswald was born in 1939,
Both Presidents had been warned of danger before their deaths,

Lincoln's secrebary, whose name was Kennedy, warned hlm not
to go to the theatree

Kennedy's Secretary, whose name was Lincoln, warned him not
to go to Dallas,

== 00 === DO —eme

318, Boy Scout Deed - 2 COD Sub Depot

June 10th saw 2 COD (& Wksp Stores Section) join up
with Waiouru Wksp to clean up the Main Road g8 our effort
for anti-litter month.

With rubbish’ collected on our truck, from Pine Tree Motors
to half-way to the tip, it was reononed we could have built up
a car - lesgg a body.

Anyone got a spare body?
+ + + 4+ +

Our library, our llbrary

is a spacial one :

We find doing Amendments

is such a lot of fun

Day in - Day out, we pen.
manuscript

To be superseded - tHs 01a4%? -
Torn and ripped.

L I I )

wWhe WS THE  STAYF  uaT  RAvsED

THE FLAG IN THE Dapwx?

ME Could JarN S MATE 1N TRENTRAM
WHoe LOST M Pestoew ( sze
LAss  PATAXS'
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T Hg FALSE.LEGEND OF THE “MARK OF DISGRACE"

Backgrouhd
An entirely incorrect story has grown up around the Ordnance
Badge, Most members already know of this piece of fiection,

others do not, and young soldiers of the Corps may be told it,
and believe 'it, rot knowihg otherwise.

Pietion

It is alleged, that, to mark the failure of the Board of
Qrdnance in the Crimean War to supply cannon balls to £it the
cannons, the Ordrance Badge was drawn to show three cannon balls
far larger than the three cannon. shown in the lower part of the
shield,

Pacts

The Board of Qrdnance dates from the year 1518, It is known
to have used the Oprdnance badge unofficially as far back as the
mid 17 th Century ~ ie, some 200 years before the Crimean War
{mid 19th century)!

The Qrdnance badge was algo the badge ¢f the British Army
Council, which was, until recently abolished, the governing body
of the Army, similar to the former NZ Army Board. Is it likely
that this Authority would have permitted a "mark of disgrace' as
itg badge?

The original function of the Board of Ordnance was the cars,
maintenance and preservation of, as well as fighting with, cannon,
It provided the "King's artillery Trains' which developed intc the
Royal Artillery, Just as the supply or '"Wagon Train" grew into
the Royal Army Service Corps (now abolished gnd divided between
R&OC and. the new Royal Corps of Transport).

In 1806;,during the Napoleonic War (and still some L5 years

vefore Crimea) King George III made a Grant of Arms to the Board

of Ordnance, thereby confirming the previous unofficial use of
the badge.

If heraldry was drawn bto scale, like maps, weird and hilarious
effects would result. . Designs painted on shields and woven into
zarments, horse cloths, flags, etc, were an garly means of guickly
identifying the leader and his retalners. Baron '4' might choose
a White Horse on a Red background as his 'device' whilst Earl 'B'
might pick on a Red Sword on a Yellow Background., If Earl 'B'g!
son married Bsron 'A's' daughter, the srms of the new family .
would be drawn to show the White Horse on Red on one side and the
Red Sword on yellow on the other side of the shield. If the
sword were drawn to scale with the horse - it would look like a
pind Thus, if three cannon balls were drawn to scale with the
cannons below, they would resemble microdots)

The cannon of the Ordnance badge are of an older type with
very long barrelss re-inforced with hsops welded at intervals,
The type of cannon used in the Napoleonic, Crimean and US Civil
Wars was smaller and lighter, similar to the Gun in the RA/RNZA
hat badge. The significance of this is that it proves that the
badge is much older than the Crimean War and the so-called
"disgrace',

The British Army in the Crimean War fought spendi@ly, ?he
Batties of Balaclava, Inkerman and the Charge of The Light Brig-

ade still shine out of the darkness of the past. In addition

to the Russians, the troops faced terrible winter conditions,
whilst Dbehind them existed an 'adQ' administration of  remarkable
inefficliency. The performance off the battlefield was so bad
that a public outery over the neglect and deprivation of the
Army led to many reforms. As part of the QMG's department,

/the



_13_

the Ordnance Service probably suffered with the rest. Any Taults
there were however, do not lie with the Board of Ordnance or it's
officers and soldiers, - Why??

4Almost overnight, after 4O years of peace (and consequently
of neglect of the Army), Britain and France were obliged o aid
Turkey defend her capital CONSTANTINOPLE and the Straits, ggainst
Czar Nicholas I.- As recently as World War IT, Russia attempted
to get territory there as'a “southern outlet" into warm waters,
In 1854, Nicholas I tried uging force and would have succeedsd
but for allied intervention.

Russia is very difficult to attack from W. Bureope and with
limited land forces, By sea, the Baltic freezes solid in winter,
Only the Crimea, accessible by sea, offered an area of land
where Tighting could Be kept to manageable proportions,. - an
attack there, it was hoped, would draw the Russian fordes off
Turkey. :

The Army went off to war, Recruits were no problem, Time
and the Russiang were pressing on Turkey,, MWen, guns, horses,
stores and apmfiition were hastily lozded onto ships as they
arrived at ‘the docks.  Little thought went into this vital matter.
after so many years of peace, the staff who had so expertly met
and handled the requirements of British armies in Spain and else-
where againsgt Napoleon, were either retired or dead. Off went
assorted ships and transports on a voyage of nearly L,000 miles
to. the Crimea, Movement by train across France could save time,
but this meant double hahdling of stores at the channel ports and
Marseilles and so this was considered more useful for the movement
of troops.

Bear in mind that deficiencies in the Crimea would have to
be demanded for by ship and train communications to Brigland ~
(say 4 - 6 weeks), whilst isswe and movement of the stores could
oceupy & - 10 wecks more. The Army was therefore dependent upon
a supply base 4,000 miles away at the other end of service of
gailing ships and paddle steamers,

The stage was now set for a digaster! fHigainst a more vig-
orous power than 01d Russia, this probably would have resulted,
The British Commander, Lord Raglan, had never commanded an Army -
and wasg over 80 years old! Some commanders were able career
officers, others were not, Young sgociety dandies thought a war
would be an exciting change, so they bought theniselves commissions
as Colonels, etc,, and sailed off to war, in some cases in their
private yachts, When conditions on land got hard they retired
on board, leaving the work to their officers and men!

Sebastopol, the only port, was held and fortified by the
Russians, The Regiments, their horses, guns, stores, etc., were
got .ashore on the south coast as and when they arrived. With
poor lisison with Prench and Turkish forces and within the Britigh
army, the war was pursued,

Russian winters are well known. Even the Crimean winter is
ferocious once away from the narrow coasbal strip, Winter had
not been anticipated (a curious failing of othérs who had invaded

"Russia expecting a quick victory in the Summer{). The trodps
suffered the conseguences. In the coastal zone, slset and rain,
plus horses hooves and wagon wheels made road movement nearly
impossible.. Inland, ice, show drifts and frozen ruts and holes
stopped movement and led to broken legs for horses, Stores
accumulated ashore whilst a few miles inland the soldiers went
hungry and short of clothing and ammunition,

A cartoon from "PUNCHY of that time shows two snowbound
soldiers shivering in thin Jackets., One reads a newspaper to
his mate and says
"'"Bre's news Jack! They're giving us a medal for this war!"
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and his mate replies

"Huh! Maybe they'll give us a coat to pin it onJ"

Unbelievable neglect of sick and wounded in that war, led
to the founding of modern nursing practice when Florence
Nightingale saw the disgusting and verminous state that wounded
soldiers were left to rot in, in so-called hospltals,

It is obvious that the army was 1in a Dad waye. The Board of
Ordnance was not a separate entity, nor was it solely to blame,
When the whole body is seriously ill, even a healthy left foot
is of small cohseguehce, Possibly there were cases when wronhg
aized cannon balls were sent up to the guns. Such cases were
due to the following itter-related causes:

a., Very extended lines of coﬁmunication from supﬁly base.
b, Lack of staff work and planning for .A&Q requirements,
c. Neglect of Army administfation gince 1815,

d, Eaphazard losding of ships.

e. Poor port facilities in the Crimea and 1o Y91l weather"
railway until later on.

f, Winter conditions neither previously experienced nor
anticipated.

g. "Frozen" movement of supplies from the coast to the troops.

THE WAR - 1854~56 : BAD ADMINISTRATION & LONG SUPPLY LINES

/So, Oranance
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So; Ordnance is not to blame aftof all, " If anyone_ tells
you its true, ask them if. they really believe it! I thcy do,.
your best reply is to repeat what the Duke of Welllngton (who
was, incidentally, Master General of Ordnance) said to a
gentleman who rushed up to hlm and asked -

"MP. Brown, I believe?"

"8ir!" said the Duke, '"If you believe THAT, you'll believe
anythingl"

CWEEE . WM

Qur thanks teo Mike Nicholson for hig bit of history.
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1_BOD Contribution
Posgtings In

Lt & QM Jim Twis?t ‘ex Singapore.
2Lt Alan Lash ‘@x Portsesn
Ssgt'Digger! Highley ex.2 COD
Lepl Noal Turvey ex 3ingapore & 1 RNZIR
Pte Iain Holsted ex 1.COD
Pte Edith Dennis. ex Civvie St

We Welcome all our new arrivals to 1 BOD and hope their
stay in Trentham 1s enaoyable.‘ '

Postlngs_Out

Pte Chris Bilis to0 1 COD
Pte Chris Taylor to 1 Base Wksp Stores Sect
Pte. dJane Blliott to.2 COD
Cpl: Wayne Myers te 2 COD i
Lt Grant Blackburn to Bandiana, Australisg
Promotlons

oLt Grant Blackburn - Lt 20 -Jun 79

WOII Jock Gunn + - T/AW0I

Lepl Peter Dellabarca -~ Cpl
Congratilations to alll
TODs

Capt Don Stewart has ‘now.rsturnsd after five weeks in the
snow and ice at Waiouru;- havingattended the Adjt/Staff
_Learner Course.{

Ssgt Max Blackburn’ attending the Ssgt = WOIL- Course

(Another buddlng ”Screamlng Skull99%

WOII DGHBLS EVans oh TOD "t the Ordnance Directorate =
‘we hear that Dennisg enjoys’ the blg city so. much he has worn
out. two. prayer mats: praylng for- a permansnt postlng there.

Lt Mark. Stuart after ‘attachment o NSTU Wa prd i's now
looking after the NSmen at thé School. :

Social Activitiaes

On Fri 30 Jun many of 1 BOD stalf went to a Dine and Dance
Evening at "Claridges' and such an enjoyable evening was had
that plans are now beinhg made to repeat the performance
later in the year,

A Flying 417
- After several atbempts-to be .selected for 'a Flying Course,

/Lt Grant
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Lt Grant Blackburn suddenly had his wish granted - at very

short notice.

He "Flew" out to Bandiana to study for

the BIG &, so proudly worn by the Amme fraternity.
‘One thing, Grant, if you keep on flying we know you have
made a big error somswhere, '

Finally -

We all know about the Official Secrets act, but it
appears that the best kept secret is the fact that there is
a residue of WAsFs from war-time days still lurking around

Mangaroas .

Well, that is the impression one would get when

a person, who shall remain nameless, reguests that a sigh
"WAAFs ONLY' be repaintedll ---
Perhaps after the re—org we may £ind a Harvard or two?9%

((( e )))

324, From 4 Inf Bde Gp Ordnance Field Park

First from the fighting twenty—fourth, Due to the worklosd
we have not had the opportunity to give our contributions to PATAKA
however, we are now hers to stay. ‘

Postings Ins

Welcome to Ssgt Byrom from Vietnam, we hope your stay with
tha‘OFP will be enjoydble., -

Welcome also to Bte Burrell fresh from 2 COD., - No she s now,

but Boots GP.

Welcomed back to the unit after a lohg spell re-organising
1 BOD -~ Lepl Tugs POKA.

Promotions:

Congratulations to Cpl 'Shep' Shepherd on gaining his
second and our best wishes to Shep and his wife on the birth
of their first son and heir,

Farewells’

. Since the last Newsletter Lepl Johns has taken his release
with-ambitions to breed hens. All the best, Don,

After a long spell in the winterless North, Cpl Hohepa
will be leaving Ngaruawshia for 2 COD Waiouru shortly to receive
tents from the OFP instead of pitching them, With Frank 'Black
Pearl' go our thanks and best wishes.

Appointments:

As PATAKA has not been graced with details from OEP previously
we will.give you a run down on-the present staff:

2IC
CsM

Ch/Clk 4
PC&A "
PQMs
Stores

Tpt TCO
We also have:

Lt Pat Puohotaua
Somewhere in the bookcase we should find
WOII .Rex Pennell looking for CML or ??%°%

Your:bbat”again Sgt Parker

Ssgt Byrom - A good change from looking at
cars, eh John?

Happy hunting Cpl Fowler, Uncle Hec Leydon
is due soon, (4uditor)

From books and papers goes Ssgt Miller to
keep his eyes. on the storemen,

Cpl'Wheelie' Cannell

‘Cpl Murray Walters, Cpl O'Gram, Lepls Poka

and Knowleg and Pte Burrell. :

/Bx PYPAS Five
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Bx FYFAS FIVHE

The OFP has Just completed a seven-day sxercisge at Aotea
Harbour on the West Coast. The exerclse was planned to give all
unit personnel training in MT movement, Contact Drills, Deployment,
Camouflage and unit functions, If you want to know what ‘FYFAS'
means, ask any serving or ex member of the OFP,

Phase 1 (RF) was a success and the unit melted into the-
gerubland and could not be located by DADOS FF when he came to
visit, The strange thing was that he was being guided by a member
of the unit. Excellent meals were provided by our RF cook -

Lepl '"Kookie'! Stephens from Trentham, except when Cpls 'Kumara'
Walters and 'Yogi'! O'Gram tried to mussel (ocops) muscle into the
meal preparetions,

Phase 2 (TF/RF) was someWhat dampened by the continual rain
from Friday to Sunday, however, & reasonable gtandard of proficiency
in camouflage and MT movement/deployment was achieved.

Who sald cam nets are too heavy in the rain?
Who =aid you csnhnot cam up to stage 3 in heavy rain?
Who said you cannobt drive a bin wagon downhill, sideways?

wid ——((z) )—— wHE

322, 8top-Press News from 2 COD Sub Depot

Who's Who, Dspartment

4 recent consignment from a unit which shall remain
nameless, addressed our packages to 2 COD S/S Waiouru.

Other variations from local units returning ammo boxes have
been'Det 2 COD 4PCA' and '2 COD (Sub Unit)f, 8UB UNIT! The Cheek,!

Discharges

Pte Merv Hartley has left us after about 9 months of service,
Merv is heading for the warmer climate of Hamilton.

Courses

WOII Alex Mann and Sgt Brian Hickey have been away on the
I* AT's Seminar,

~=~ ++{{=) )4+ 7

323, CORP3 DAY 1972

On behalf of our Colonel Commandant, Brigadier 4.H, andrews,
Corps Day greetings have been despatched to the Cols Command-
ant UK and Ausbralia and to all RNZAOC units, also to those
personnel serving in New Zsalsnd and overseas in Corps and
ERE appointments.

We hope to have news of Corps Day activities from all
units for our next issue of PAT4KA.

320, OBITUARY
Early in May this year the death o¢ccurred suddenly of
Captain R.P. Xennedy. ' '

. Prior to World War-IE Captain.Kennedy was a TF officer in
RNZ4s  He went overseas with. 3:NZ Div:but transferred to the
RNZA0C whilst in the Pacifices . After the War Gaptain Kennedy
joined the Regular Forcs as an Ordnance Officer serving at the
Ammo Depot at Belmont, He was for a time Ordnance Officer
Provigions (Gen Stores) in the Chief Provisions Office of the
Ordnance Directorate =t Army-HQ from which position he retired

early in 1960,
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This edition has taken longer than usual to compile due to
various circumstances ahd for this we apologise if some of the
news appears a little out of date.

Next edition will probably contain news of the visit of
Major General PHELPS, DOS (UK), which is scheduled to take place
during the first week in August,

e «:—-H/bJM'C/ ‘."10}

(4o J. CAMPBELL )
Major.
for Lieutenant Colonel
Director of Ordnance {ervices

JULY 1972





